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Chapter 1:  Jesus Is Enough 

Colossians 1:1-8 

 

Though written almost 2,000 years ago, Colossians is more up to date than today’s newspaper. 
What we call “the book of Colossians” was originally a letter that the apostle Paul wrote to the 
church at Colossae. Colossae was a city in what is modern day Turkey. Paul himself didn’t start 
the church. The probable person who started the church was a man named Epaphras who was 
from Colossae, who likely heard the Gospel from Paul while he was in Ephesus and after being 
discipled went home to Colossae and started this church. Colossians is categorized as one of 
the “prison letters” and was probably written by Paul while a prisoner in Rome. Many New 
Testament scholars consider this book the most profound of all the Pauline epistles. I would 
not argue with that assessment.  

In my opinion, the key verse, the one verse that summarizes why the Holy Spirit inspired Paul 
to write Colossians is Colossians 2:10: “and in Him you have been made complete, and He is 
the head over all rule and authority.” The Greek word translated “complete” means to be full, 
to be sufficient, and to have all that is needed to accomplish or perform, fully, a task. The word 
used here is a perfect passive participle. “Perfect” means that it is referring to something done 
in the past with results continuing in the present. The passive means that it was done to or for 
the subject. In other words, Paul is not talking about something we did for ourselves. Let’s put 
that all together. Paul is writing here to believers. He tells us that at a point in time in the past 
(at salvation) we were made complete in Christ; we were given “in Him” all that we need. Jesus 
is enough! We have been made complete in Him. The verse just before this one reminds us 
exactly who this one is that we are in union with. Colossians 2:9 says, “For in Him all the 
fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form.” We read of this one we are united to in Colossians 2:3: 
“in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” Jesus, the fullness of Deity 
in bodily form, the one in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, is 
enough! He was enough when you received Him. He is enough right now. He will be enough 
tomorrow and every day after that. We have no reason to worry or fret.  

Sadly, so many people are looking for something in addition to Jesus. It may be an experience, 
an accomplishment, a relationship with someone, or any number of things. Growing or 
advancing or maturing in your Christian life is not accomplished by getting something in 
addition to Jesus; it is discovering what you got when you got Jesus, appropriating by faith all 
that He is and gives, and walking by faith, trusting Him to accomplish through you all that 
needs to be accomplished. Jesus is enough! You are complete in Him.  

This message of the completeness of Christ is as desperately needed today as it was in the first 
century. Let’s examine the errors that were enticing the Colossian believers in the first century 
and then point out what some of the errors are in our day. What was tempting the believers in 
Colossae was so dangerous that Epaphras made the journey to Rome (over a thousand miles 
away) to talk with Paul in prison. The letter that Paul wrote in response to Epaphras’ visit is 
what we call the New Testament book of Colossians. When we look at the warnings from Paul, 
we see that the danger was a combination of at least two categories of error – false Greek 
philosophy and Jewish legalism, especially involving special days and special ceremonies.  

The Greek culture (which was the culture in Colossae) elevated philosophy, and the more 
complicated it was, the better they liked it. They prided themselves in the sophistication of 
their systems of philosophy. The temptation of those in the church was to add philosophy to 
Jesus. We will see examples of this error as we go through the book, but the warning Paul gives 
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is very clear. Colossians 2:8: “See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and 
empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of 
the world, rather than according to Christ.”  

In Colossae, there was also the enticement to add to Jesus Jewish legalism involving various 
ceremonies. For example, we see a warning in Colossians 2:16-17: “Therefore no one is to act 
as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath 
day—things which are a mere shadow of what is to come; but the substance belongs to Christ.”  

How does this apply to us? We are not so much tempted with Greek philosophy (at least in the 
same form it came to those in first century Colossae). Neither are we typically tempted with 
Jewish legalism and ceremonies that were fulfilled in the coming of Christ. We will, however, 
see as we go through the text several temptations that we must deal with that entice us to add 
something to Jesus. Allow me give you one or two examples. I believe that one of the most 
dangerous areas where we seek to add to the sufficient Christ is in the area of counseling. I 
thank God for those believers that God has called into biblical counseling as a vocation. We 
have at least two in our congregation and I do not hesitate to recommend either of them when 
someone asks me to refer someone not on the church staff. However, “Christian Counseling” 
as a whole is a mess! There is a wholesale combining of extra-biblical psychology (which most 
often is unbiblical) with a facade of Christianity. What we often see is counseling that is not 
biblical counsel and is often anti-biblical.  

John Macarthur says this about unbiblical counseling that assumes Jesus is not enough.  

Human therapies are embraced most eagerly by the spiritually weak – those 
who are shallow or ignorant of biblical truth and who are unwilling to accept 
the path of suffering that leads to spiritual maturity and deeper communion 
with God. The unfortunate effect is that these people remain immature, held 
back by a self-imposed dependence on some pseudo-Christian method or 
psycho-quackery that actually stifles real growth.  
[John MacArthur, Our Sufficiency in Christ, page 67]  

Let me give you an example of the type of counseling that MacArthur is talking about. Some 
time back on a popular Christian broadcast that offers live counseling to callers, a woman 
called in and shared that she had a problem with “compulsive” sexual immorality and said 
that she felt powerless to change. The counselor suggested that she was using her immoral 
conduct as her way of striking back at wounds inflicted by her passive father and overbearing 
mother. The counselor told her, “There is no simple road to recovery. Your problem won’t go 
away immediately – it’s an addiction, and these things require extended counseling. You will 
need years of therapy to overcome [your problem].” The counselor then made a suggestion 
that the caller find a church that would be tolerant while she worked her way out of the “painful 
wounds” that were “making her” continue in this sin. [From John MacArthur, Our Sufficiency in Christ, 
pages 68-69] 

That is absolutely horrible! What about 1 Corinthians 6:18a: “Flee immorality.” What about 1 
Thessalonians 4:3: “For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain 
from sexual immorality”? Victory is not found in years and years of therapy. The victory is 
found in Galatians 5:16: “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of 
the flesh.” Jesus, through His Spirit in us is enough! Again, John MacArthur has a good word 
for us here that expresses what I believe.  

I have no quarrel with those who use either common sense or social sciences 
as a helpful observer’s platform to look on human conduct and develop tools 
to assist people in getting some external controls in their behavior. That may 
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be useful as a first step for getting to the real spiritual cure. But a wise 
counselor realizes that all behavioral therapy stops on the surface – far short 
of actual solutions to the real needs of the soul, which are resolved only in 
Christ. On the other hand, I have no tolerance for those who exalt psychology 
above Scripture, intercession, and the perfect sufficiency of our God. And I 
have no encouragement for people who wish to mix psychology with the 
divine resources and sell the mixture as a spiritual elixir. Their methodology 
amounts to a tacit admission that what God has given us in Christ is not really 
adequate to meet our deepest needs and save our troubled lives.  
[John MacArthur, page70]  

What we are going to see in this series is that the fact that we are complete in Him affects every 
area of life – our personal life, our family life, our work life, every area of life without any 
exceptions. We will be challenged over and over to stop living like spiritual paupers eating out 
of the world’s garbage cans and being influenced by the world’s philosophies when we are 
complete in Him. Jesus is enough! He really is! 2 Corinthians 11:3: “But I am afraid that, as 
the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity 
and purity of devotion to Christ.”    

 

I.   The Gracious Greeting (v 1-3) 

There was no one more influential in the early church than Paul. As an apostle, he had 
authority from God and because of the rebuke he will deliver in this letter, he reminds them 
of who he is. Paul addresses the church members of Colossae as “saints and faithful brethren 
in Christ.” In other words, Paul believed that the people in this church were truly saved. 
“Saints” literally means “set apart ones.” A saint is not some special type of Christian, a super-
Christian. Every true Christian is a saint. These people had been saved and set apart to God, 
but there were errors among them that were robbing them of the victorious life that was theirs 
in Christ. Though Paul had never been to Colossae, he regularly prayed for these believers. I 
believe that based on the content of the letter, he was praying for them to appropriate all that 
was theirs in Christ. In fact, when we get to verse 9, Paul details exactly what he prayed for 
them. Colossians 1:9-11:  

For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray 
for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all 
spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you will walk in a manner 
worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good 
work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all power, 
according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and 
patience; joyously.  

    

II.  The Glorious Gospel (v 4-8) 

The genuine salvation of the Colossian church members was not in question in Paul’s mind. 
Epaphras had already told Paul of the evidence of their genuine salvation. As Paul affirms 
these church members before he begins to deal with their problems, he deals with the Gospel. 
That word “Gospel” is used so much that I fear that it may have lost its meaning. Today many 
make the Gospel so broad and inclusive that it ends up being nothing. I like David Platt’s 
definition of the Gospel.  
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[The Gospel is the] good news that the just and gracious Creator of the 
universe has looked upon hopelessly sinful men and women and has sent His 
Son, Jesus Christ, God in the flesh, to bear His wrath against sin on the cross 
and to show His power over sin in the resurrection, so that everyone who 
turns from their sin and themselves and trusts in Jesus as Savior and Lord 
will be reconciled to God forever.  
[David Platt, Counter Culture, page viiii]  

By way of introduction, Paul reminds this saved, but struggling, church of the Gospel that we 
can be reconciled to God and know the sufficiency of the Son of God – Jesus Christ who is 
enough.  

A.  The Gospel Is Received by Faith (v 4a) 

As we go through these introductory verses, we will see three crucial words – faith, hope, and 
love. I think it would be safe to say that these are three of the apostle Paul’s favorite words. He 
uses this triad in several of his letters. In 1 Thessalonians 1:3: “constantly bearing in mind your 
work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
presence of our God and Father.” He says in 1 Corinthians 13:13: “But now faith, hope, love, 
abide these three; but the greatest of these is love.”  

What exactly is faith? Over the years I have run across a lot of descriptions of faith. All of these 
examples are good, but don’t really give us a completed picture of faith (each person who gave 
these descriptions would agree with that statement). Here are a few of my favorites: 
 “Faith is the indefinable certainty of God behind everything.” (Oswald Chambers) 

 “Faith is the response of the heart to the character of God.” (Adrian Rogers) 

 “Faith is the soul’s eye by which it sees the Lord. Faith is the soul’s ear by which we     hear 
what God will speak. Faith is the spiritual hand which touches and grasps the things not 
seen as yet.” (Charles Spurgeon) 

 “Faith is acting like God is telling the truth.” (Martyn Lloyd-Jones) 

 “Faith bids eternal truth become present fact. Faith is dependency upon God, and this   
God-dependency begins only when self-dependency ends.” (Manley Beasley) 

 “Faith is trust that rests upon evidence and leads to action.” (Alan Redpath) 

The best explanation of faith is of course in the Scripture and it is explained most succinctly 
in Hebrews 11:1: “Now faith is the assurance [persuasion] of things hoped for, the conviction 
of things not seen.” 

B.  The Gospel Results in Love (v 4b)   

Verse 4 tells us that the saints at Colossae gave evidence of the genuineness of their faith by 
their outpouring of love for one another. Remember that Jesus Himself said in John 13:35: 
“By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” Love is 
not defined in the Scripture; it is described. The fullest description is given to us in 1 
Corinthians 13:4-7:  

Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not 
arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, 
does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in 
unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things.  

This love that marks us, evidences us and separates us from the world is a focus on others and 
not ourselves. The Gospel transforms us into a new person who is characterized in Philippians 
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2:3-4: as one who will “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of 
mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your 
own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.” 

C.  The Gospel Rests on Hope (v 5) 

What exactly is hope? I have often defined hope this way: “Hope is the joyful confidence and 
expectation that what God has promised, He will accomplish in His perfect timing.” The 
special focus of hope in our text is the joyful confidence and expectation that what God has 
promised that is laid up for us in Heaven is ours now and will be ours in experience when we 
go to Him in His perfect timing. The phrase “laid up” means reserved for us. 1 Peter 1:3-4:  

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 
great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is 
imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for 
you.  

Whatever we go through here, our time here is described in James 4:14b: “You are just a vapor 
that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.” 

D.  The Gospel Reproduces Fruit (v 6a) 

The Gospel is not merely a system of ethics or a code of behavior. The Gospel is a transforming 
power. Romans 1:16: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” When the Gospel 
is savingly believed and we are baptized into Christ and the Spirit of Christ comes to dwell in 
us, there will be dramatic changes. Fruit will spring forth. Not only is there the fruit of 
individual lives changed, but as the Gospel is shared, there will be the fruit of people coming 
to Christ and being saved.  

E.  The Gospel Is Rooted in Grace (v 6b) 

Grace is at the heart of the Gospel! Every world religion is based on works. Grace is found only 
in Christianity. The Gospel is the good news of God’s grace that has come to undeserving 
sinners. It is God’s grace that opens our blinded minds, convicts us of sin, righteousness, and 
judgment; it is grace that draws us to Christ, grants to us repentance, and faith to trust wholly 
in the Christ who died in our place and gives us His righteousness. The Gospel is firmly rooted 
in grace! 

F.  The Gospel Is Reported by Men (v 7-8) 

Here is a marvelous truth. This Gospel that transforms lives is not entrusted to angels to 
spread it throughout the world. It is entrusted to human beings who are flawed, but who have 
experienced its life changing power.  

 

Conclusion 

I can’t wait to get into this book and dig out its incredible riches. May we be a church that 
believes that Jesus is enough and may we demonstrate what God can do through a people who 
are totally devoted to Him and to the proclamation and spread of the glorious Gospel. 





 
 
 

Chapter 2:  Praying with Confidence 

Colossians 1:9-11 

 

When a person is born into God’s forever family, he or she is born with all that is needed for 
growth and maturity. There is no other experience needed after the new birth. There is no 
“second blessing.” Being made a new creation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17), having the Holy 
Spirit baptize us into Christ, and then having the Holy Spirit to indwell us (Romans 8:9b), we 
have all that we need to grow, mature and to progressively be conformed to the likeness of 
Christ. There may be a joyous experience when we discover and appropriate what happened 
to us at salvation, but there is no “second blessing” in the sense of getting something that you 
didn’t have before. The theme of Colossians is “Jesus is enough!” The key verse in the book is 
Colossians 2:10a: “and in Him you have been made complete…” Notice the tense – “have been 
made complete.”  In the last message, we saw that the tense is the perfect tense which means 
it is something that happened in the past with results continuing into the present. The word 
translated “complete” means to be full, to have all that is needed. It is translated in the ESV, 
“you have been filled in Him.” The abundant Christian life is continually discovering and 
appropriating by faith what happened to us when we experienced the new birth and received 
Jesus Christ by faith. There are many who would say, “That is an oversimplified approach to 
the Christian life; it is actually much more complicated than that.” I disagree. I would share 
with you the concern that the Apostle Paul voiced in 2 Corinthians 11:3: “But I am afraid that, 
as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds will be led astray from the simplicity 
and purity of devotion to Christ.”  

The section of Colossians we begin in this message is a part of a larger passage (Colossians 
1:9-20) that is one long sentence with 218 words in the Greek language. The first four verses 
of this long sentence is a prayer. Prayer is the main focus of this message. Like most everything 
in the Bible, man tends to make prayer more complicated than it really is. When it comes to 
prayer, I would say again with Paul in 2 Corinthians 11:3b, don’t “be led astray from the 
simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.” 

Whenever we see a prayer in the Bible, we should give special attention to it. A large part of 
our prayers should be personalizing and praying in faith the prayers that are right out of the 
Scripture. If you are praying Scripture, you can be assured that you are praying in the will of 
God. 1 John 5:14-15: “This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything 
according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we 
know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him.” If you are praying the Word 
of God in its context, you are praying the will of God. As we read this prayer, notice that though 
Paul is in prison for preaching the Gospel, he doesn’t pray for himself; he prays for these new 
Christians at Colossae.  

 

My wife is the greatest prayer warrior I know and she wears this prayer out! If you want to 
know what to pray for your family, your pastors, your LifeGroup leader, or any believer 
(especially new believers), just pray this prayer. I’m not talking about a mindless repeating of 
words, but a personalized heartfelt, often emotional, and mingled with faith prayer based on 
these verses. 
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I.  The Specific Requests (v 9) 

What does “For this reason” refer to? It refers to the encouraging report he has heard about 
them from Epaphras. Specifically, it is because of their “faith in Christ Jesus” (v 4b). Paul is 
saying, “Because your faith is real and is being evidenced, I want to share some things with 
you that will insure your growth and your protection from false teaching that you already have 
been or soon will be exposed to.” Let’s examine the details of what Paul prays for this church 
and what we need to pray for others. 

A.  The Knowledge of God’s Will (v 9a) 

What does Paul mean by the phrase, “we have not ceased to pray for you.”? It doesn’t mean a 
literal 24/7 on his knees concentrated focus on the Colossians and their growth and their 
protection from the dangers he knows that they will face. We see this type of language 
concerning prayer in other places from Paul. We read in 1 Thessalonians 5:17: “pray without 
ceasing.” It means that Paul remained in an attitude of God consciousness and people 
consciousness. As the Colossians came to Paul’s mind, he immediately lifted them up to the 
Lord. As he heard about the false teaching that was growing that these new believers would 
certainly be exposed to, he prayed for them. I have not nearly arrived in this continuous prayer 
attitude, but I long to. Our lives ought to be so filled with prayer that if we suddenly died of a 
heart attack, we would just finish the conversation in Heaven we were having with our Lord.  

What was the content of this continuing prayer? It was first that the Colossians would have 
knowledge of God’s will. Notice the word “filled” in relation to God’s will. This word has a 
prefix that means “to be completely or fully filled with the knowledge of His will.” This word 
has the idea of being so permeated by something that you are totally controlled by it. In fact, 
it would not be a wrong translation to say, “that you may be controlled by the knowledge of 
His will.” Let me give you an example of how this word is used in other places. On the night 
before His crucifixion, Jesus said to His disciples in John 16:6: “But because I have said these 
things to you, sorrow has filled your heart.” That means that this sorrow permeated their lives 
and took control. We read in Luke 6:11: “But they themselves were filled with rage, and 
discussed together what they might do to Jesus.” This passage is referring to the unbelieving 
Jewish leaders who were so controlled with rage toward Jesus that they were blinded to the 
truth and the Scriptures that He actually fulfilled. In the same way, Paul prays that the 
Colossians (and us) would be so filled with the will of God that it controls our desires, our 
setting of priorities, and our use of time.  

Let’s focus for a moment on “knowledge.” God said in Hosea 4:6a: “My people are destroyed 
for lack of knowledge.” “Knowledge” as it is typically dealt with in the Bible is not theoretical 
or speculative. Knowledge in the Scriptures is life changing. I fear that we have developed what 
I would call a “seminar mentality” today that collects knowledge like some collect stamps or 
coins. That is not the way knowledge is used in this text. In the Bible, knowledge changes our 
behavior! To have knowledge of God’s will speaks of a controlling knowledge, not just 
“information knowledge.” Paul is praying that the Colossians would be filled with (controlled 
by) the will of God. Often I run into people who want to know the will of God for curiosity 
purposes and to then determine whether or not they are willing to do what God’s will is for 
their lives. You won’t hear from God because you are not willing to be “filled with the 
knowledge of His will.”  

Let’s camp out a short while on the will of God. When we are ready to be filled with (controlled 
by) the will of God, we will know His will. God desires and expects us to know His will. 
Ephesians 5:17: “So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”  
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The overwhelming majority of the will of God is clearly laid out in the Scriptures. One of the 
top life shaping books I ever read was actually a little booklet by John MacArthur. I think that 
the title was, “God’s Will is Not Lost.” I’ve misplaced the little book, but I remember most of 
the content. In preparation for this message, I ran across a summary of that little booklet:  

God’s will is not a secret; He has revealed it in His word. For example, it is 
God’s desire that a person be saved. 1 Timothy 2:4: “who desires all men to 
be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 2 Peter 3:9: “The Lord 
is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward 
you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.” Once a 
person is saved, it is God’s will that he be filled with the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 
5:17-18: says, “So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the 
Lord is.  And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled 
with the Spirit.” Furthermore, sanctification is God’s will. “1 Thessalonians 
4:3a: ‘For this is the will of God, your sanctification…’” God also wills that the 
believer be submissive to government. Peter writes in 1 Peter 2:13, 15: “13 

Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to 
a king as the one in authority… 15 For such is the will of God that by doing 
right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men.” Suffering may also be 
God’s will for the believer. 1 Peter 4:19: “Therefore, those also who suffer 
according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in 
doing what is right.” Finally, giving thanks is God’s will. Paul writes in 1 
Thessalonians 5:18: “…in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you 
in Christ Jesus.”   
[John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Colossians and Philemon, 
page 29] 

When Paul prays that the Colossians would be “filled with the knowledge of His will,” he was 
praying concerning God’s will revealed in the Scriptures. When we are totally submitted to 
Him and doing His will in the clear things revealed in His word, we will know and have a 
settled peace concerning the few details that aren’t specifically reveled in God’s word. In fact, 
He will put a desire in our heart for His will when we are totally trusting in and totally yielded 
to His will. Psalms 37:4-5: “Delight yourself in the Lord; and He will give you the desires of 
your heart. Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, and He will do it.” Paul first 
requests that we would be filled with the knowledge of God’s will. 

B.  All Spiritual Wisdom and Understanding (v 9b) 

Wisdom is not common sense. It is given by God. It is God giving us insight into what He is 
doing. Without wisdom, I may see the loss of a job as a bad break, as being a “victim of 
circumstances.” With wisdom I see the loss of a job as one of the ways that God is drawing me 
closer to Himself and conforming me to the likeness of Christ. Romans 8:28-29: “And we 
know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who 
are called according to His purpose. For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 
become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many 
brethren.”  

Understanding is related to wisdom, but they are not synonyms. Basically, understanding is 
applying wisdom to the details of my life. Wisdom is more the broad strokes and 
understanding is the practical application of wisdom to the details of my life.  

The apostle Paul is making the specific request that the Colossian believers would be 
controlled by, consumed by, the knowledge of God’s will, and that they would have wisdom 
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and understanding in the application of that will. Pray that for yourself; pray that for your 
family; pray that for your spiritual leaders. You can pray it with confidence and faith because 
you are praying what God inspired in His Word.  

 

II.  The Expected Result (v 10-11) 

In these two verses, Paul gives us the results we can expect when we pray for others to be 
“…filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding.”  

A.  A Worthy Walk (v 10a) 

Walking in this context refers to our daily conduct. He is praying that the Colossians would be 
so consumed with the will of God and with God given wisdom and understanding that their 
daily walk would be worthy of the Lord. This refers to a walk, a pattern of life that puts God 
on display. This is of course impossible in the strength of the flesh, but when filled with the 
Spirit, it is gloriously possible.  

Walking worthy is a common exhortation in Scripture. After 3 chapters of telling us our 
resource in Ephesians 1-3, we are told in Ephesians 4:1: “Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, 
implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called.” 1 
Thessalonians 2:12 says, “so that you would walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you 
into His own kingdom and glory.” A worthy walk is when our daily behavior matches who we 
are in Christ. In the military, it may come out like this: “You are a Marine! Act like one instead 
of a big baby.” You are a soldier; act like one.” Even so, if you are in Christ, walk worthy of who 
you are.  

B.  A Pleasing Walk (v 10b) 

 Every person who has been born again has a desire to please God. 2 Corinthians 5:9: 
“Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.” 
As we pray for others, we are to pray that they would have wisdom and understanding as to 
how to please the Lord in every circumstance of life. That ought to be the constant prayer for 
ourselves, “Lord, what would please you in this situation.” 

C.   A Fruitful Walk (v 10c) 

As we walk in the knowledge of His will with spiritual wisdom and understanding, there will 
be fruit. Several things are referred to as fruit in the Scriptures. Basically, fruit is the evidence 
that we are Christ’s disciple. Jesus said in John 15:8: “My Father is glorified by this, that you 
bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.” Paul wrote in Romans 7:4: “Therefore, my 
brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might 
be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit 
for God.” Though there are many different emphases concerning fruit in Scripture, basically 
fruit is all that we accomplish in Christ’s power that has eternal significance. To put it in other 
words, fruit is the product of a Christ controlled, Christ exalting life. By human standards, we 
may accomplish a lot in the power of the flesh, but God is not impressed. Genuine fruit is that 
which the Spirit of Christ produces in and through us.  

D.  A Progressing Knowledge of God (v 10d)  

This speaks of a progressing deeper intimacy and deeper “knowing” the person of God. This 
is the knowing of God that Paul spoke if in Philippians 3:10a: “that I may know Him…” As we 
experience the knowledge of God’s will and spiritual wisdom and understanding, we grow 
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deeper in our love and adoration of Christ and our love for His matures and we enjoy Him in 
ways we never could have before.  

E.  A Powerful Walk (v 11a) 

This verse is very similar to Ephesians 3:16: “that He would grant you, according to the riches 
of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man.” Notice the 
strength that Paul is praying for. We are not talking about just enough strength to squeak by; 
we are talking about an amazing more than enough strength. Our God is omnipotent and the 
strength he makes available to us is without limit. The Greek word translated “might” refers 
to strength in action. It is God’s might that strengthens us. How much might is available to 
us? All that we need to be capable of accomplishing all that He sets before us to do for His 
glory!  

We don’t work up the power to obey and glorify God; He sends down the power through His 
Holy Spirit! Our problem is that we often fail to live with a constant awareness and 
dependence on the indwelling Holy Spirit. We know that He dwells in us with our heads, but 
in our daily life we act as if it is all up to us. A person who obeys and glorifies God by trusting 
the Holy Spirit to give them the strength to obey and glorify God is a person who cannot be 
explained. When people look at the church and see the lives transformed, families put 
together, sacrifices in giving and going to share the gospel, an unexplainable love and 
forgiveness toward those who have wronged them, and the only explanation is the strength 
God supplies, then God is glorified. Adrian Rogers used to say, “If a church is not supernatural, 
it is superficial.” If you are struggling in the Christian life and living in defeat, pray in faith 
that you would walk trusting in the Holy Spirit to strengthen you.  

F.  A Patient Walk (v 11b) 

The word translated “steadfastness” and the word translated “patience” are very similar in 
meaning. The word translated “steadfastness” refers to being patient in tough circumstances 
and the word translated “patience” refers to being patient with people. The knowledge of God’s 
will, spiritual wisdom, and understanding enable us to endure trials relating to circumstances 
and also to people. We endure not with misery, but “joyously.” 

 

Conclusion 

What a prayer! Pray this for yourself; pray this for your family; pray this for the elders of our 
church; pray this for struggling Christians. When you pray this, you can be assured that you 
are praying in the will of God because it is the Word of God.   
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Chapter 3:  Cultivating A Thankful Heart 

Colossians 1:12-14 

 

William Randolph Hurst was an extremely wealthy newspaper publisher. He invested a huge 
amount of money in collecting great works of art. One day he read about a very special painting 
and decided that he had to have it for his collection. He sent his agent to find the painting and 
to purchase it when he found it. Months went by and finally the agent returned. Hurst asked 
him, “Have you found the painting?” The agent said, “Yes, I have found it.” Hurst said, “Well 
where is it?” The agent said, “It is in one of your warehouses; you purchased this piece of art 
several years ago.” 

That account reminds me of many Christians. They are searching for something they already 
have! They sometimes seek a “second blessing” because maybe that is what is missing in their 
life. Sometimes they search in the “Health, Wealth, and Prosperity Movement.” They think, 
“Maybe they have what I’m looking for to fill this longing in my heart.” I think that this 
discontentment and searching for something more is the main reason for the dramatic 
increase of people moving from one church to another. In almost forty years of ministry, I 
have never seen anything like what I am seeing today with people who are discontent with 
their church and joining another hoping to find that something their soul longs for. 

The theme of the book of Colossians is “Jesus is enough.” The central verse of the book is 
Colossians 2:10a: “and in Him you have been made complete…” Like Randolph Hurst, many 
are searching for something they already have. What is needed is an understanding of and an 
appropriation by faith of what they received when they received Christ. When we understand 
and appropriate by faith the fact that at salvation the old man was crucified with Christ so that 
we are no longer slaves of the power called “sin” in our members, then we can begin to reckon, 
count, and consider ourselves to be dead to sin and alive to God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Romans 6:11 says, “Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ 
Jesus.”  

When we begin to truly experience Galatians 2:20, the Christian life becomes incredibly 
exciting and we begin as a pattern of life to live victoriously. Galatians 2:20 says “I have been 
crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I 
now live in the flesh [body] I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself 
up for me.” Jesus is enough! We really are complete in Him (Colossians 2:10). Spiritual growth 
in reality is the continual discovery of, and then, walking by faith in what happened to us and 
what we received when we received Jesus Christ! In this world, we are never going to arrive 
and say, “I have knowledge of all that happened to me and all that I received when I received 
Jesus Christ, and furthermore I am living it all out in my daily life.” There is always more – 
not the “more” of getting something new, but the more of discovering the beauty and the 
perfection and the wisdom and power of Christ who dwells in us in the person of the Holy 
Spirit. Colossians 2:2b-3: “…Christ Himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge.”  

While “Jesus is enough” is the main theme of Colossians, one of the “sub-themes” is giving 
thanks. That makes sense. As we discover and appropriate more of what it means to be in 
Christ and to have the Spirit of Christ living in us, our response should be a lifestyle of 
thanksgiving. That’s why we find so many passages in this small book about thanksgiving. 
Here are some of those passages: 

Colossians 1:3: “We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always 
for you.”  
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Colossians 2:7: “having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in 
your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.”  

Colossians 3:15: “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called 
in one body; and be thankful.”  

Colossians 3:17: “Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks through Him to God the Father.”  

Colossians 4:2: “Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of 
thanksgiving.”  

In the text for this message we see Colossians 1:12: “giving thanks to the Father, who has 
qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.” Vance Havner summarized it 
well when he said, “The whole Christian life is just one big thank you.” [Vance Havner, source 
unknown]  

To be unthankful is not a minor flaw or minor sin. In Romans 1 where we are told about the 
downward slide of mankind into worshipping created things and into sexual perversion, we 
see one of the things that started that slide in Romans 1:21: “For even though they knew God, 
they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, 
and their foolish heart was darkened.”  

Colossians 1:12-14 gives us four things we must focus on so that we might have a thankful life.  

 

I.  To Cultivate a Thankful Heart, Focus on Your Inheritance (v 12) 

The phrase, “giving thanks” is in the present tense. That means that it speaks of continuing 
action. We are to continually be giving thanks; in other words, giving thanks is to be a pattern 
of our life. What is it that we are to be continually giving thanks for? We continually give 
thanks that we have been made qualified to receive an inheritance. An inheritance is 
something a person comes into possession of because of his relationship with another. At the 
moment of salvation, we come into possession of a glorious inheritance that makes our future 
secure. Why should I focus on and give my life over to earthly scraps when I have been made 
qualified to “share in the inheritance of the saints in light”? 

A.  Our Qualification for the Inheritance (v 12a)   

The phrase “has qualified us” can be translated “has made us fit for.” In 2 Corinthians 3:6 the 
same word is translated “made us adequate.” Prior to coming to Christ we were certainly not 
qualified or fit for an inheritance. The main reason is that we were spiritually dead and 
receiving an inheritance is for the living. Ephesians 2:1: “And you were dead in your trespasses 
and sins.” We are told more about our condition before Christ and our total unfitness for an 
inheritance in Ephesians 2:12: “remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, 
excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having 
no hope and without God in the world.” When we experienced salvation, some amazing things 
happened to us that made us “qualified” for this exciting, amazing inheritance.  

It is interesting that the tense of the phrase “has qualified us” is one that indicates something 
that happens at a point in time. It is not a process. We were disqualified for any inheritance 
and at a point in time we were made qualified. That qualification is described in Ephesians 
2:13: “But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ.”  At the point in time that we were saved (even though we not be certain exactly 
when that point in time was) we, who were dead in trespasses and sin, were made alive in 
Christ. When we who were children of Satan repented of sin and savingly believed in Jesus 
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Christ, we were adopted into God’s forever family, and as His child, we were made fit or 
qualified for a glorious inheritance.  

B.  Our Reception of the Inheritance (v 12b) 

He calls it “the inheritance of the saints in light.” As we look at the New Testament, we discover 
that we receive the greatest part of our inheritance immediately and then the rest when we get 
home. What is the most important part of our inheritance? What do we get immediately? We 
get eternal life! Jesus said in Matthew 19:29: “And everyone who has left houses or brothers 
or sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My name's sake, will receive many times 
as much, and will inherit eternal life.” If that was the only passage in the Bible about eternal 
life, we might think that it is something that we get when we get to heaven. This verse was 
before the cross. If we continue reading the New Testament, we find that we receive the 
inheritance of eternal life immediately when we get saved. 1 John 5:11: “And the testimony is 
this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.” When was it given? It was 
given at the moment of salvation.  

Let me show you something about eternal life that is exciting. Eternal life is not living forever 
(though those in Christ do live forever); eternal life is a person!  

1 John 1:2: “and the life was manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you the 
eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us.”  

1 John 5:20: “And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so 
that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. 
This is the true God and eternal life.”  

When you receive Jesus Christ by faith, you are united with Him, identified with Him, and you 
become a partaker of His life and His life is eternal life. This is our inheritance and we have 
this inheritance as a present possession in Christ.  

C.  The Fullness of the Inheritance (v 12c “in light) 

While the most important part of our inheritance is what we get immediately at salvation 
(eternal life), there is more! The phrase, “in Light” is translated “in the kingdom of light” in 
the NIV. It is likely referring to Heaven (capitalized in the NASB). We see a description of what 
is waiting for us in “Light” in 1 Peter 1:4: “to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable 
[something that cannot rot, deteriorate or go down in value] and undefiled [unpolluted or 
unstained by sin] and will not fade away [it has beauty that does not diminish with time], 
reserved in heaven for you.” We have our Lord’s promise to supply all our needs in the here 
and now (Philippians 4:19: “And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in 
glory in Christ Jesus.”), but oh what an inheritance we have laid up for us in heaven. These 
riches are evidently beyond our comprehension down here so the Lord just says, “Trust Me, 
I’ve got them set aside for you and nothing or no one can steal them, defile them, or corrupt 
them until I bring you here for them.” If you are in Christ, you do not know all the details of 
your immediate future, but you clearly know the details of your ultimate future and nothing 
can take that away from you!  

 

II.  To Cultivate a Thankful Heart, Focus on Your Rescue (v 13) 

There are two kingdoms here on earth. A kingdom is simply a realm ruled by a king. These 
two kingdoms each have a ruler or king. There is the kingdom of darkness with Satan as its 
ruler. Every child of Adam is born into this kingdom of darkness as a citizen. You don’t do 
something to become a citizen of this kingdom except to be born. There is also the kingdom of 
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God. Luke 17:21b: “For behold, the kingdom of God is in your midst.” The kingdom of God has 
a future literal, geographical manifestation on earth, but now it is when King Jesus reigns 
within us.  

Let’s look at that word “rescued.” It is a tense which speaks of something that happens at a 
point in time. It means to liberate or deliver out of danger. The Father has reached down to us 
in the kingdom of Satan, the kingdom of darkness and snatched us out – delivered us, 
liberated us, and rescued us. Those who have been delivered by the power of God are no longer 
under the domain, the authority, the rule of Satan. If you are a true believer, and you are still 
holding on to the things of darkness, you have been deceived by a former king who now has 
no authority or power over you. The only one Satan had dominion over was the old you in 
Adam and he was crucified with Christ – identified with the body of Christ when He hung on 
that cross. His body was given for us and His blood was shed for us that we might no longer 
be under the authority of the power of darkness – the authority of Satan! That is what we have 
been rescued from. Look at the kingdom we exchanged it for. That word “transferred” in verse 
13 means to move or change or be conveyed to another realm. In secular Greek, it was used of 
one who left one area and re-settled in another area. One translation says “transplanted.” 
When you placed your trust and reliance and faith in Jesus Christ and what He accomplished 
in our place on Calvary, you were transferred, transplanted, conveyed into a new kingdom. 
You became a citizen of heaven (Philippians 3:20a: “For our citizenship is in heaven…”), and 
the King in the person of His Spirit, the Holy Spirit, took up residence within you.  

Thank Him for how he rescued you out of the kingdom or domain of darkness and transferred 
you into a new kingdom – the kingdom of the Son of His love, and it was made possible by the 
giving of His body and the shedding of His blood. Hallelujah, what a Savior! 

 

III.  To Cultivate a Thankful Heart, Focus on Your Redemption (v 
14a) 

The “whom” in verse 14 refers to “His beloved Son” in verse 13. In Christ Jesus we have 
redemption paid for by His blood. The concept behind the word, “redemption” is one of the 
most glorious truths of Scripture. It literally means “to set free by the paying of a price.” It was 
used of the common practice in Roman culture (where a large percentage of the population 
were slaves) of purchasing a slave in order to set that slave free.  

Let me take a little side trail here that I believe will be a blessing for you. There are five legal 
courtroom words that the New Testament uses to describe different aspects of our salvation. 
Redemption is one of those words, but I want you to see the other four to get a fuller 
understanding of the salvation we are to be so thankful for. 

1.   Justification – This word pictures us standing before the just judge of the universe, guilty 
and justly condemned with no defense. But because the righteousness of Christ that has been 
put on our account (1 Corinthians 1:30: “But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became 
to us wisdom from God and righteousness…”), God judicially declares us to be righteous 
before Him in Christ’s righteousness. 

2.   Forgiveness – We will look at this more in a moment, but this term pictures us standing 
before God a debtor with a debt so huge we could never pay it. Because of Christ’s shed blood, 
the bill is marked “paid.”  

3.   Adoption – This concept pictures us standing before God a stranger and because of Christ 
He adopts us into His family as His child – an heir and a joint heir with Jesus.  
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4.   Reconciliation – This pictures us standing before God an enemy, but in Christ we become 
a friend of God.  

5.   Redemption – We stand before God as a slave of sin and Satan, but through Christ’s shed 
blood, we are set free!  

Think about it: we were guilty, a debtor with a debt we could never pay, a stranger, an enemy, 
and a slave, and He justified us, forgave us, adopted us, reconciled us, and redeemed us 
through the body of Jesus given on the cross to take the wrath we deserved, and the blood of 
Jesus shed there as a payment for our sin! I just have to stop and worship Him and say with 
the songwriter, “Hallelujah, what a Savior!” Oh how costly to God our redemption was – it 
cost the Savior, His Son, His life, His blood.  

Redeemed, how I love to proclaim it; 
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. 
Redeemed through His infinite mercy, 
His child and forever I am. 
         (Fanny Crosby, 1882) 

 

IV.  To Cultivate a Thankful Heart, Focus on Your Complete 
Forgiveness (v 14b) 

The word translated “forgiveness” is a compound Greek word. One word means “from” and 
the other means “to send.” A literal translation is to send away from. Several verses in the New 
Testament emphasize the completeness of our forgiveness – that all of our sins are forgiven. 
Colossians 2:13: “When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions.” 
Perhaps the verse in the Bible that best describes this complete forgiveness is Psalms 103:12: 
“As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.”  

 

Conclusion 

How could we not be a thankful people? When we look to our past, we see that at salvation 
we were rescued from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His 
Beloved Son. When we look at the present, we see that we who are in Christ have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins. When we look to the future, we see that we have been 
qualified to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light. Thank You, Lord!  
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Colossians 1:15-19 

 

Let me introduce you to a word than may be new to you. Christology – the branch of theology 
concerned with the study of the nature, character, and actions of Jesus Christ. Perhaps the 
greatest Christology in the Bible is found in Colossians 1:15-19. This passage is a feast of truth 
about the person of Christ. 

One of the primary things that makes a belief system a cult or a false religion is what they 
believe and teach about the person and work of Christ. Rose Publishing has produced a helpful 
brochure entitled, Christianity, Cults, and Religions. It looks at seventeen of the most 
common cults and false religions and shares what each believes about some critical Christian 
doctrines. Let me take just a few of these cults and religions and share their “Christology” – 
what they believe about Jesus Christ. 

Hinduism – Jesus Christ is a teacher, a guru, or an avatar (an incarnation of 
Vishnu). He is a son of God as are others. His death does not atone for sins 
and he did not rise from the dead. 

Buddhism – Jesus Christ is not a part of this belief. Buddhists in the West 
generally view Jesus as an enlightened man. 

Islam – Jesus is one of up to 124,000 prophets sent by God to various 
cultures. Abraham, Moses, and Muhammad are others. Jesus was born of a 
virgin, but is not the Son of God. [He is] sinless. [He is] not divine or God 
Himself. He was not crucified (he ascended to heaven without dying). He is 
referred to as messiah and ayatollah (sign of God). Jesus will return in the 
future to live and die. 

Mormonism – Jesus is a separate god from the Father (Elohim). He was 
created as a spirit child by the Father and Mother in Heaven, and is the “elder 
brother” of all men and spirit beings. His body was created through sexual 
union between Elohim and Mary. Jesus was married. His death on the cross 
does not provide full atonement for all sin, but does provide everyone with 
resurrection. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses – Jesus is not God. Before he lived on earth, he was 
Michael, the archangel. Jehovah made the universe through him. On earth he 
was a man who lived a perfect life. After dying on a stake (not a cross), he was 
resurrected as a spirit; his body was destroyed. Jesus is not coming again; he 
“returned” invisibly in 1914 in spirit. Very soon, he and the angels will destroy 
all non-Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

Christian Science – Jesus was not the Christ, but a man who displayed the 
Christ idea. (“Christ” means perfection, not a person.) Jesus was not God, and 
God can never become man or flesh. He did not and could not suffer for sins. 
He did not die on the cross. He was not resurrected physically. He will not 
literally come back.  
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Scientology – Jesus is rarely mentioned in Scientology. Jesus was not the 
Creator, and not an “operating thetan” (in control of supernatural powers, 
cleared from mental defects). Did not die for sins. 

 

When it comes to answering the question, “Who is Jesus Christ?”, we go to the Scriptures. 
Colossians 1:15-19 does not tell us all that we need to know about Jesus (we must compile all 
the Scriptures to fulfill that goal), but it likely tells us more than any other one passage in 
Scripture. Let’s dig in to this rich, profound, treasure chest of Christology. My goal is not to 
just give you facts; my goal is to see you worship this One who is the fullness of God in a body.  

 

I.  The Person of the Lord Jesus Christ (v 15) 

In just thirteen words in the English translation (NASB), we see enough truth to engage a 
scholar for a lifetime. There are two profound descriptions of Jesus in this verse. 

A.  He is the image of the invisible God 

God is not visible to the human eye.  

John 4:24: “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”  

1 Timothy 1:17: “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory 
forever and ever. Amen.”  

1 Timothy 6:16 says of God, “who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable 
light, whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.”  

Jesus makes visible the invisible God. The Greek word translated “image” is eikon. We get our 
word icon from that Greek word. There are two emphases of that word translated “image.” 
First, it means “representation.” Jesus is the exact representation of God. Creation reveals 
some things about God. It reveals that He is powerful and that He is infinitely wise. However, 
Jesus came to fully reveal God. The word translated “image” does not mean similarity; it 
means the exact total likeness with nothing missing, altered, or changed. This explains why 
Jesus said in John 14:9b: “…He who has seen Me has seen the Father…”  

This word translated “image” also had the idea of revealing something hidden. Matthew 11:27: 
“All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the 
Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills 
to reveal Him.” Because Jesus is the image of the invisible God, He has revealed to us what 
God is like. Hebrews 1:3a: “And He [Jesus Christ] is the radiance of His [God the Father’s] 
glory and the exact representation of His nature…”  

B.  He is … the firstborn of all creation 

The cultists pounce quickly on this phrase in verse 15. They say, “Ah ha, if He is the firstborn 
that means that He was created and not eternal.” Not so fast! The word “firstborn” in Scripture 
can refer to birth order, but it sometimes refers to position or rank instead of birth order. This 
term “firstborn” technically means, “one with the rights of inheritance”. The one with the 
rights of inheritance wasn’t always the one born first. For example, we read in Psalms 89:27: 
“I also shall make him My firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth.” God was speaking 
to David. As to birth order, David was the youngest of his brothers, but he had the position, 
the rank of firstborn. Israel was called God’s firstborn in Exodus 4:22 and Jeremiah 31:19, but 
Israel was not the first people born. They did however hold first place in God’s sight among all 
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the nations. To say that Jesus is “the firstborn over all creation” means that He ranks over all 
creation and He Himself was not created.  

 

II.  The Power of the Lord Jesus Christ (v 16-17) 

The power of the Lord Jesus Christ is manifested in two primary ways. 

A.  His Power Is Manifested by His Creation of All Things (v 16)  

Every created thing was created by Him, and it was created out of nothing. The fact that He 
created all things means that He himself is uncreated. He has always been. The apostle John 
proclaimed this very truth in John 1:3: “All things came into being through Him, and apart 
from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.” The writer of Hebrews put it 
this way in Hebrews 1:2: “in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed 
heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.”  

1.  He Created All Visible, Material Things  

The phrase “in the heavens and on the earth” is speaking of the all-inclusiveness of His 
creation of everything material. With just a cursory glance into creation, we see the amazing 
power of the uncreated Christ. Here are some facts that will boggle your mind. “The sun, for 
example, has a diameter of 864,000 miles (one hundred times that of the earth’s) and could 
hold 1.3 million planets the size of the earth inside it. The star Betelgeuse, however, has a 
diameter of 100 million miles, which is larger than the earth’s orbit around the sun. It takes 
sunlight, traveling at 186,000 miles per second, about 8.5 minutes to reach earth. Yet that 
same light would take more than four years to reach the nearest star, Alpha Centauri, some 24 
trillion miles from earth. The galaxy to which our sun belongs, the Milky Way, contains 
hundreds of billions of stars. And astronomers estimate there are millions, or even billions of 
galaxies. What they can see leads them to estimate the number of stars in the universe at 10 
to the 25th power. That is roughly the number of all the grains of sand on all the world’s 
beaches.” [John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Colossians & Philemon, pages 47-
48]  

2.  He Created All Invisible Things 

The “invisible” things refer to angels. Satan and his demons were created as angels and fell 
when they rebelled against the Sovereign rule of God. Paul describes these immaterial beings 
Christ created as “thrones, dominions, rulers, and authorities.” These are the various ranks of 
angels. It seems that the false teachers at Colossae were teaching that Christ was an angel. 
Paul said, “He was no angel; he created the angels. Peter tells us of the place of angels 
compared to Christ in 1 Peter 3:22: “who [Jesus Christ] is at the right hand of God, having 
gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.” 

3.  The Goal of All Things He Created 

Not only were all things created by Him (material things and immaterial things), they were 
created for Him. That is, they were created to glorify Him, to put His power on display. All 
creation was brought into existence to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ! Romans 11:36: “For from 
Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.” 
Revelation 4:11: “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and 
power; for You created all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were created.” 
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B.  His Power Is Manifested by Holding All Creation Together (v 17) 

Not only is the Lord Jesus Christ the creator of all things, He holds everything together. The 
phrase, “He is before all things” speaks of His preexistence and reminds us of the fact that He 
predates all creation, because He created all that is created. He not only created all things, He 
controls all that He created. He is the One who holds everything together. That statement is 
true literally!  

I read about a guide who was giving a tour in an atomic laboratory. He explained how all 
matter was composed of rapidly moving electric particles. The visitors to the lab were shown 
models of molecules and were amazed to learn that matter is made up primarily of space. 
During the Q & A, one visitor asked, “If this is the way matter works, what holds it all 
together?” The guide had no answer. However, neither do the scientists have an answer. One 
scientist put it this way: “What holds the nucleus together? Why doesn’t it fall apart? And 
therefore why do not all atoms fly apart?” [MacArthur, page 49]  

There is a force that holds them together. That force is called, “the strong nuclear force” but 
scientists don’t know what it is. We do! It is Jesus. Colossians 1:17b: “…in Him all things hold 
together.” There is a day when He lets go. That day is described in 2 Peter 3:10: “But the day 
of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the 
elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.” 

If the power of our Lord Jesus Christ can keep every material thing in the universe from 
blowing apart, don’t you think that His power can put your marriage together, deliver you 
from that sin that keeps pulling you down and heal the emotional wounds that are controlling 
you? 

 

III.  The Position of the Lord Jesus Christ (v 18) 

Paul shows us how this all powerful One, the Lord Jesus Christ manifests that power in 
relation to the church, to death, and to every created thing in the universe.  

A.  His Position in Relation to His Church (v 18a) 

There are many metaphors used in Scripture to describe the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
There is the metaphor of a family, a vineyard, a flock, and a bride, but the most common, and 
most descriptive, is that the church is a body – the body of Christ. When we see the church as 
a body, we see that Christ is the head. To say that He is the head is to say that He is to control 
every part. When every part of the body is submitted to the head, the body carries out the 
functions that it was designed for. Nothing works when the body is not submitted to the Head. 
The church is not to be run as a business (though there are some business principles that 
apply). The church is a body and we could do a whole series of messages on what that looks 
like when the totality of the diverse parts of the body are all working as one because they are 
all submitted to and following the directions of the head of the body.  

B.  His Position in Relation to Death (v 18b) 

As we saw earlier, the term “firstborn” can refer to rank or position. Jesus is the firstborn from 
the dead because he ranks highest of all those raised from the dead. He didn’t just escape 
death; He destroyed death and took away its power. Before His death, Jesus raised four 
different people from the dead. However, those all died again. Jesus rose from the dead, 
defeated death, and will never die again. This power that brought Jesus victorious from the 
dead is available to every person who is in Christ. Philippians 3:10 speaks of the power of His 
resurrection. Ephesians 1:19-20: “and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward 
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us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might which 
He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right 
hand in the heavenly places.”  

C.  His Position in Relation to all Things (v 18c) 

That phrase “first place in everything” NASB is translated, “that in everything He might be 
preeminent” in the ESV; it is “so that in everything He might have the supremacy” in the NIV. 
All three are good translations of the original language here. To yield to Him as the One who 
has first place in everything is the only reasonable response to the One who conquered death 
for us and who has all power. Does this creator, this victor, this salvation provider have first 
place in all the compartments of your life? Is He preeminent? Verse 16 tells us that we were 
created for Him!  

 

IV.  The Perfection of the Lord Jesus Christ (v 19) 

This is an amazing verse! A little historical background makes it even more amazing. The word 
translated “fullness” means the totality of divine power and attributes. The false teachers at 
Colossae taught that different teachers had some of that fullness, but not all or it. Paul says 
that it all – all divine power, all the divine attributes dwelt in Jesus. Listen to the Amplified 
translation of verse 19. Colossians 1:19 (AMP): “For it has pleased [the Father] that all the 
divine fullness (the sum total of the divine perfection, powers, and attributes) should dwell in 
Him permanently.” Truly, Jesus is the fullness of God in a body! 

 

Conclusion 

This is the Jesus who saves – not the Jesus of the cults or the false religions. I am not saying 
that you had to know all of this to be saved, but you cannot deny these truths and be saved. 
When we come to know more and more about this Christ Jesus the Lord who saved us – to 
know that he was and is “God in a body,” how can we do anything but give Him first place in 
everything?  
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Chapter 5:  Reconciliation: God’s Solution for Man’s Alienation 

Colossians 1:20-23 

 

There are five problems that are almost universal among mankind. 

1. A Sense of Condemnation – Because of the things we have done, there is a cloud of 
condemnation that hangs over the head of many. I am reminded of a little cartoon 
character named Ziggy who had a black cloud over his head everywhere he went. People 
try many things to rid themselves of this cloud of condemnation, but the ghosts from their 
past keep the cloud of condemnation in place. 
 

2. Guilt – Guilt like heavy chains wraps itself around us and impedes our walk in this world. 
Man’s way to deal with that guilt is to balance it with blame. As a result, we live in a culture 
where most everyone seeks to blame others for their problems and failures. That tactic of 
dealing with guilt goes all the way back to the Garden of Eden. Adam said in Genesis 
3:12b: “The man [Adam] said, ‘The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me 
from the tree, and I ate.’” Oh, how heavy are the chains of Guilt and the damage that 
comes from blaming others to balance the guilt.  

 
3. A Lack of Acceptance – The need for love and acceptance is basic; it is there from birth. I 

believe that God gave us this desire for love and acceptance to draw us to Himself, but 
mankind seems to always look to other people to get their need for love and acceptance 
met. This desire is at the root of so many of our compromises and sins. 
 

4. A Sense of Hopeless Bondage to Sins – So many are in the shackles of sin that holds them 
captive and destroys their lives. Some of those sins are socially acceptable, and some are 
not, but deep down we know that none of them are acceptable to God. Many, after years 
of trying, have just given up overcoming these “besetting sins.” 

 
5. A Sense of Estrangement or Alienation from God – These people intellectually believe 

that God is surely there, but they can’t sense His presence and feel separated or estranged 
from Him. 

I dare say that if we brought in a team of psychiatrists, psychologists, and other “mental health 
professionals,” and asked then to list the problems their clients struggle with, every problem 
that they would list could fit under one of these five categories. Listen carefully: Jesus Christ 
and His work accomplished at Calvary’s cross are sufficient for victory over all five of these 
“common to man” problems. Jesus is enough! Watch how Jesus has provided for each of these 
needs at the cross. 

1.   A Sense of Condemnation – In Christ we have justification by faith. To be justified means 
that we have been declared righteous before a Holy God because the righteousness of Christ 
has been imputed to us (put on our account). Justification by faith in the finished work of 
Christ is the only solution for condemnation. Romans 3:24: “being justified as a gift by His 
grace…” Romans 5:1: “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Romans 8:1: “Therefore there is now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus.” Jesus is enough to deal with our condemnation, 

2.   Guilt – In Christ we have forgiveness. To those who have come in repentance and faith to 
Christ Jesus, the Word of God says, Ephesians 4:32: “…God in Christ also has forgiven you.” 
For those wallowing in the guilt of past sins, Jesus gives complete forgiveness. Our sins are 
removed from us as far as the east is from the west (Psalm 103:12). 
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3.   A Lack of Acceptance – To those who have been rejected by someone close to you and crave 
a sense of belonging, a sense of acceptance, in Christ we have adoption into God’s forever 
family. Romans 8:15-16: “For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, 
but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’ The 
Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God.” 

4.   A Sense of Hopeless Bondage to Sin – For that bondage to sin, we have redemption! That 
word translated “redemption” means to purchase out of the slave market of sin in order to be 
set free. Those who have savingly believed in Christ have been set free from the bondage of 
sin. Colossians 1:14: “in whom [Jesus] we have redemption…” Romans 6:6: “knowing this, 
that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away 
with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin.”  

5.   A Sense of Estrangement or Alienation from God – In Christ, we are reconciled! Colossians 
1:21-22: “And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil 
deeds, yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present 
you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach.” Jesus is enough!  

We will now examine reconciliation. Let’s make sure that we understand its meaning. The 
word “reconciliation” in one of its forms is found about twenty-three times in the Scriptures. 
Here is a formal definition of reconciliation: “Reconciliation is when sinners are brought from 
hostility toward God into a state of fellowship and harmony with Him through Jesus Christ’s 
payment of His blood on the cross.” Romans 5:10: “For if while we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall 
be saved by His life.” 2 Corinthians 5:18-20: “Now all these things are from God, who 
reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, 
that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors 
for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, 
be reconciled to God.”  

 

I.  The Provision of Reconciliation (v 20) 

There is no genuine peace apart from reconciliation. It has always been God’s plan to reconcile 
all creation including saved mankind unto Himself.  

A.  The Initiative (v 20) 

If there is to be reconciliation between man and God, the initiative must come from God. It 
could not have come from us. We were spiritually dead in our trespasses and sins. We were 
without capacity to take initiative. Romans 3:11: “THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, 
THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD.” One preacher said that a rock is more likely to 
roll uphill by its own power than a spiritually dead sinner could take the initiative to be 
reconciled to God. Jesus said in John 6:44a: “No one can come to Me unless the Father who 
sent Me draws him…” 2 Corinthians 5:18a: “Now all these things are from God, who reconciled 
us to Himself through Christ…” Notice that it was not the incarnation that reconciled God and 
man. It was not Christ’s perfect life and His teaching that reconciled us to Him. It was Christ’s 
bloody death on the cross that brought this peace, this reconciliation between our holy God 
and those who were alienated and separated from Him and who were even enemies of God.  
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B.  The Inclusion (v 20)  

This reconciliation involves more than sinful men who come to Him in repentance and faith. 
The reconciliation also involves a fallen creation. When God finished His work of creation, He 
said in Genesis 1:31a: “God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good.” God’s 
perfect creation was affected drastically by the coming of sin into the world. Sin destroyed the 
perfect harmony between the animals as well as the harmony between animals and man. The 
effects of sin on creation are summarized in Romans 8:20a: “For the creation was subjected 
to futility…” We see the far-reaching effect of the curse on sin in Genesis 3:17-19:  

Then to Adam He said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 
and have eaten from the tree about which I commanded you, saying, You shall 
not eat from it; cursed is the ground because of you; in toil you will eat of it 
all the days of your life. Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you; and you 
will eat the plants of the field; by the sweat of your face you will eat bread, till 
you return to the ground, because from it you were taken; for you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return.”  

We live on a cursed by sin earth in a cursed by sin universe. One day that curse will be lifted. 
When Jesus Christ comes to rule and to reign, the curse on the earth is lifted and Isaiah 
describes it in Isaiah 11:6-9:  

And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the 
young goat, and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a 
little boy will lead them. Also the cow and the bear will graze, their young will 
lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. The nursing child 
will play by the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child will put his hand on 
the viper's den. They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, for the 
earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

At Christ’s Second Coming, the sin cursed earth will be set free. Romans 8:21: “that the 
creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory 
of the children of God.” The phrase in verse 20 of Colossians 1, “whether things on earth or 
things in heaven” refers to all creation – the earth and space. 

Some have taken the “all things” in verse 20 to justify a false teaching called “universalism.” 
Universalism says that because Jesus has reconciled all things to Himself, all humanity will 
be saved in the end. One of the basic principles of interpretation is called in the Latin analogia 
Scriptura. That basic interpretation principle teaches that no part of Scripture, properly 
interpreted, contradicts any other passage of Scripture. When we compare Scripture with 
Scripture we see that verse 20 has to refer to all things for which reconciliation is possible. The 
truth that fallen angels (demons) and unbelieving humans will spend eternity separated from 
God in a place called hell is clearly taught in multiple Scriptures. Matthew 25:41: “Then He 
will also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which 
has been prepared for the devil and his angels.” Matthew 25:46: “These will go away into 
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”  

Even fallen angels and unbelieving mankind will be forced to submit to God and to Christ for 
final sentencing. Philippians 2:9-11: “For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and 
bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus EVERY 
KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that 
every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Even those 
in Hell will be forced to submit to the lordship of Jesus Christ.  
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C.  The Price (v 20) 

The price of reconciliation is “the blood of His cross.” Critics of Christianity have called it “a 
bloody religion.” In a sense that is true. Why the emphasis on blood in the Bible? It is not that 
blood is some kind of magic substance – even the blood of Jesus. I have heard people treat the 
blood of Christ like something magic. For instance, people “pleading the blood” over their 
house, car, family, etc. There is no basis for this in Scripture. Blood is the life of our flesh.  

Leviticus 17:11: “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you on the altar 
to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes 
atonement.”  

Hebrews 9:22b: “…without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”  

When we speak of Jesus’ blood, we are talking about His literal blood that was shed, but that 
shed blood was His poured-out life. He gave His life for us. Reconciliation did not come 
through Jesus’ teaching as important as that was; it did not come through His example as 
helpful as that example is. Salvation came through His blood shed on the cross – His poured-
out life for our sins. We see these two side by side in Romans 5:9 and 5:10.  

Romans 5:9-10: Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved 
from the wrath of God through Him. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God 
through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His 
life.”  

The price of our reconciliation is the poured-out life of the Savior as a satisfaction of the sin 
debt we owed. Romans 6:23a: “For the wages of sin is death…”  

 

II.  The Problem Calling for Reconciliation (v 21) 

I alluded to this problem in the previous point of this message, but let’s go a little deeper. Verse 
21 is a great summary of the real reasons that we need reconciliation. It is good to often go 
back and meditate on our condition before we came to Christ. This remembering gives us an 
even greater appreciation of our great salvation.  

A.  We Were Alienated (v 21a) 

The word “alienated” means estranged, cut off, or separated. Before they repented and 
savingly believed on Christ, they were (and we were) estranged from God, separated from Him 
with no hope of being able to do anything in our power to remedy it. All mankind apart from 
Christ are cut off, alienated from God. No one is worthy of salvation. 

B.  We Were Hostile in Mind (v 21b)  

Being alienated refers to our condition; being hostile in mind refers to our attitude. Those 
separated from God are oftentimes hostile in mind. That is why Christians are often 
persecuted. Those who are alienated from God become hostile in their mind toward Him and 
often take it out on those who love God. 

C.  We Were Engaged in Evil Deeds (v 21c) 

Those who are not reconciled to God are engaged in evil deeds. The most evil deed is to 
continue in unbelief. To simply live for ourselves and ignore God is unspeakably evil. Someone 
may say, “I may not be a Christian, but I’m not a bad person.” That’s not God’s assessment. 
Unbelief is bad, as bad as one can get.  
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III.  The Presentation of the Reconciled (v 22) 

Why were we reconciled to God? Was it just so that we could go to Heaven? Let’s examine the 
real reason Christ has reconciled us to God. The verse starts with “yet.” That means “in spite 
of.” He says that in spite of the fact that we were alienated from God, hostile in mind, and 
engaged in evil deeds, he has reconciled us to God through His substitutionary death on our 
behalf. The phrase “in order to” tells us why He would lavish such grace on sinners. It was in 
order to present us before the Father in a condition that is pleasing to Him. We glorify Him 
by being trophies of His grace! Jude talked about this presentation in Jude 1:24: “Now to Him 
who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory 
blameless with great joy.” Paul expressed a similar desire for the Corinthians in 2 Corinthians 
11:2: “For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so 
that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin.” He gives a three-fold description of those 
who are reconciled. 

A.  Those Who Are Reconciled to God Are Holy (v 22a) 

To be holy is to be set apart to God and His purposes. Holiness is more than just not having 
unconfessed sin. It includes that, but it is more. A holy person is one who lives a life that is set 
apart from the rest of the world and its sins, its motives, its futile way of life. This was God’s 
plan for us before we were ever born. Ephesians 1:4: “just as He chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him.”  

B.  Those Who Are Reconciled to God Are Blameless (v 22b) 

This word literally means “without blemish.” It means that others have nothing to legitimately 
charge us with. Oh, think of the power of Jesus blood, His poured out life! He takes a sinner 
who is anything but blameless and cleanses us, saves us, and presents us holy and blameless 
before the Lord. 

C.  Those Who Are Reconciled to God Are Beyond Reproach (v 22c) 

That word is very similar to blameless. It is translated “free from accusation” in the NIV. One 
of the names or descriptions of the devil is “the accuser of the brethren.” In Christ, we are 
presented to the Father in such a condition that the devil has no grounds to accuse.  

 Think what our Lord Jesus has done for us. He reconciled us to God by making peace between 
us and God through His blood that was shed on the cross. He took sinners who were alienated 
from God, hostile in mind and engaged in evil deeds and He presents us before the Father 
holy, blameless, and beyond reproach. Hallelujah, what a Savior! What more do we need? 
Jesus is enough! 

IV.  The Proof of Being Reconciled (v 23) 

This is not a condition that we must keep to stay reconciled to God; this is the evidence, the 
proof that we have been reconciled. This verse is about evidence, not earning. Truly reconciled 
people continue! To put it yet another way, we are not saved by continuing in the faith, but 
our continuing in the faith is the is the evidence that we are saved. As someone said, “The faith 
that falters before the finish was faulty from the first.” Truly reconciled people continue in the 
faith, and they are not moved away from hope of the Gospel.  
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Conclusion 

Have you been reconciled to God? There is only one way. It is through Jesus Christ who shed 
His blood to deal with the sin that was the barrier between you and God. If you profess to be 
reconciled to God, does your lifestyle evidence it? By the way, if we are reconciled to God, then 
we have solid ground to stand on as we seek reconciliation with others.  



 
 
 

Chapter 6: A Ministry Worth Suffering For 

Colossians 1:24-29 

 

When someone announces that they have been called into ministry, it is assumed that they 
are going to be a vocational Christian worker such as a pastor, evangelist, or another 
vocational job within the church. One thing we’re going to learn in this text is that ministry is 
much more broad than that. In fact, every Christian has been called into ministry. Certainly 
not every Christian is called to have ministry in the church as their vocation, but make no 
mistake about it; every Christian is in the ministry. 1 Peter 4:10 (NKJV) says “As each one has 
received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.” The 
reason that many church members find coming to church rather boring is that they’re not 
involved in ministry. When God saves a person He both calls and equips them for ministry 
within the body of Christ. You have been wired up by God to pour your life out in service and 
ministry to others. In this passage, Paul is describing his ministry. There is much each of us 
can learn from Paul about our own ministry. Certain aspects of Paul’s ministry apply to every 
believer.  

 

I.  The Suffering in the Ministry (v 24) 

The first six words in this verse are surprising. “Now I rejoice in my sufferings.” We typically 
don’t think of rejoicing and suffering as going together. The health, wealth, and prosperity 
movement really has no place for profitable suffering. They would consider that an oxymoron. 
The Bible however often speaks of suffering in a positive light. Acts 5:41 says, “So they went 
on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy 
to suffer shame for His name.” Matthew 5:11-12: “Blessed are you when people insult you and 
persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. Rejoice and be glad, 
for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.”  

The apostle Paul knew a thing or two about suffering. Just after his conversion, God told him 
that he would suffer much in the ministry he was being given (Acts 9:16). The Bible makes it 
clear that there are many reasons we can rejoice in suffering. Let me give you just a few.  

First, suffering draws us closer to Christ. Philippians 3:10 says, “that I may know Him and the 
power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.” 
It is impossible to genuinely, experientially deepen in our knowledge of Jesus apart from 
knowing “the fellowship of His sufferings.”  

Second, suffering for Christ brings a future reward. 2 Corinthians 4:17 says “For momentary, 
light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison.”  

Third, suffering frustrates Satan. When we allow God to take what Satan gives us for harm 
and use it to make us more like Christ, he is extremely frustrated. 

What are the sufferings that Paul is speaking of in verse 24? What did Paul mean when he 
spoke of “filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions”? Some have interpreted that phrase, 
“filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions” as meaning that Christ’s sufferings were not 
enough. They maintain that His suffering on the cross could not purge our sins completely. 
This line of false reasoning then has Christians after their death making up for the lack in 
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Christ’s sufferings in a place called purgatory. If that is what Paul was speaking of, he has just 
contradicted a massive number of other texts. One example among many would be Colossians 
1:22: “yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present 
you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach.” How could we improve through 
suffering in purgatory being “holy and blameless and beyond reproach?” Shortly before his 
death on the cross, Jesus cried out these words (one word in the Greek), “It is finished!” That 
literally means “paid in full.” There is no saving merit in our suffering. Only Jesus’ suffering 
could bring salvation. 

The Greek word translated “afflictions” is never used in the New Testament to describe the 
death of Jesus. “Afflictions” are what Jesus went through before the cross from the opposition 
of the enemy – Satan. There is nothing lacking in what He did on the cross to provide for our 
salvation. The sufferings that we experience that fill up that which is lacking in Christ 
afflictions are sufferings that have their source in the world and the devil.  

Jesus promised us the sufferings would come. John 15:20a: “Remember the word that I said 
to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute 
you…’” Paul’s sufferings were part of the price paid in order for the church to be grounded and 
to expand.  

So exactly what does the phrase “filling up that which is lacking” refer to? I think it is obviously 
referring to the suffering that comes in taking the gospel to the people that Christ’s sufferings 
on the cross can save. Let me put this another way (borrowing some truths from John Piper). 
Christ has procured an amazing gift for the world through what he did on Calvary’s cross when 
he suffered and died for sinners. That sacrifice was full and lacking in nothing, except one 
thing. There must be a personal presentation of Christ to the nations and to the people of your 
workplace and your neighborhood. Taking this complete gospel to those who need to hear it 
will result in afflictions from Satan and the world. In boldly taking the gospel to those who 
need to hear, we will be “filling up that which is lacking in Christ’s afflictions.” Make no 
mistake about it; taking the gospel to those who need to hear it will at some point involve 
experiencing afflictions on our part. Those afflictions may be rejection, ridicule, or even 
physical afflictions (persecution). Romanian pastor Joseph Tson put it this way: “Christ’s 
cross was for our propitiation; ours is for propagation.”  

In a conference in Amsterdam sponsored by the Billy Graham Association, an evangelist who 
was a Masai warrior named Joseph shared his testimony. One day Joseph, who was walking 
along one of these hot, dirty African roads, met someone who shared the gospel of Jesus Christ 
with him. Then and there he accepted Jesus as his Lord and Savior the power of the Holy Spirit 
began transforming his life; he was filled with such excitement and joy that the first thing he 
wanted to do was return to his own village and share that same good news with the members 
of his local tribe. Joseph began going from door to door, telling everyone he met, about the 
cross of Jesus and the salvation it offered, expecting to see their faces light up in the same way 
that his had. To his amazement, the villagers not only didn’t care, they became violent. The 
men of the village seized him and held him to the ground while the women beat him with 
strands of barbed wire. He was dragged from the village and left to die alone in the bush. 
Joseph somehow managed to crawl to a waterhole, and there, after days of passing in and out 
of consciousness, found the strength to get up. He wondered about the hostile reception he 
had received from people he had known all his life. He decided he must have left something 
out or told the story of Jesus incorrectly. After rehearsing the message he had heard, he 
decided to go back and share his faith once more. Joseph limped into the circle huts and began 
to proclaim Jesus. “He died for you so that you might find forgiveness and come to know the 
living God” he pleaded. Again, he was grabbed by the men of the village and held while the 
women beat him, reopening wounds that had just begun to heal. Once more they dragged him 



 
Jesus Is Enough 

30 

unconscious from the village and left him to die. To have survived the first beating was truly 
remarkable. To live through the second was a miracle. Again, days later, Joseph awoke in the 
wilderness, bruised, scarred – and determined to go back. He returned to the small village and 
this time, they attacked him before he had a chance to open his mouth. As they flogged him 
for the third time and probably the last time, he again spoke to them of Jesus Christ, the Lord. 
Before he passed out the last thing he saw was that the women who were beating him began 
to weep. This time he awoke in his own bed. The ones who had so severely beaten him were 
now trying to save his life and nurse him back to health. The entire village had come to Christ. 
[Michael Card, Wounded in the House of Friends, Virtue March/April, 1991, pp. 28,29,69 quoted in a 
sermon by John Piper, August 30, 1992]  

Notice that verse 24 begins with the words “Now I rejoice.” If there is no rejoicing in your life, 
could it be because you have refused to take the gospel to those who need to hear it? Could it 
be that you have loved your comfort more than you have loved being obedient to God? Yes, if 
you share the gospel with friends or family or even a stranger, there is the distinct possibility 
that you may experience rejection, ridicule, or even physical harm. But let me give you a new 
way, the biblical way, to see this type of suffering. You will have experienced filling up what is 
lacking in Christ’s affliction. That results in rejoicing.  

 

II.  The Stewardship of the Ministry (v 25) 

The word “stewardship” is a Greek word meaning “to rule a house”. It was used of the person 
who ran another’s household. The steward was one who managed that which belonged to 
another. God has equipped each of His children for ministry. He’s given us a spiritual gift, 
abilities, and opportunities to carry out the ministry He has called us to. As stewards, we will 
one day give an account for how we have used these gifts, abilities, and opportunities. 1 
Corinthians 4:2 (ESV): “Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful.” When 
we refuse to fill up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions, when we refuse to carry out the 
ministry that he has given us to accomplish, we’ve been guilty of poor stewardship of all that 
God has given us. 

 

III.  The Sufficiency for the Ministry (v 26-27) 

The sufficiency for the ministry is all tied up in a mystery. The mystery that Paul spoke of is 
perhaps the greatest truth taught in the Bible. Surprisingly, however this truth is largely 
missing in most churches today. 

A.  The Revelation of the Mystery (v 26-27a) 

The word mystery in the New Testament has a different meaning than the way we use the 
word today. Today, a mystery is something that needs to be figured out. As it is used in this 
verse, “mystery” refers to something that was hidden in the Old Testament but has been 
revealed in the New Testament. An example would be Ephesians 3:4-6 where the church with 
Jews and Gentiles in one body was a mystery before the church was formed. In 1 Corinthians 
15:51-52 the catching up of the church is called a mystery (unknown until it was revealed). A 
mystery is not something that is hard to understand. In the biblical use of the word, it is 
something that cannot be understood apart from being revealed. For most people, the most 
important truth in the New Testament is that our sins can be forgiven through Christ. Few, 
however, grasp the glorious truth that Jesus died for us that He might live in us. His life in us 
is the source of power, change, and the ability to resist temptation. When you understand that 
you possess the Lord Jesus – that He is in you – you have a totally new source of power. There 
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is also a new fellowship with Christ. He is no longer someone who is distant that you simply 
know facts about; He now lives in you! The Christian life is more than the fact that Jesus died 
on the cross for us (as important as that is); He died that He might live in us. Galatians 2:20: 
“I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and 
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself up for me.”  

B.  The Result of the Mystery (v 27b) 

What is the result of the fact that as a Christian, Christ lives in you? Primarily it means that 
the Christian life is now gloriously possible. How do we live a life off selfless service? How do 
we walk in victory over the world system that seeks to conform us? How do we walk in victory 
over Satan who seeks to deceive us and destroy us? How do we walk in victory over our own 
flesh that constantly pulls us toward our old life before Christ? Our hope of glory is the result 
of Christ dwelling in us. The word translated “hope” means something that is promised but 
has not yet come to pass. Our hope of a life that gives glory to God and a life that will ultimately 
live in the presence of this glorious God is Christ in us. When we become totally dependent 
upon the life of Christ in us, we will never have been so independent from our circumstances, 
our weaknesses, and the pressures of this world. 

Most Christians have only half trusted Christ. They have trusted Him in His death for them to 
redeem and save them, but they have never trusted Him for the life He now lives in them and 
desires to live through them. They know Christ as Savior and Lord, but have never experienced 
Him as being their very life. This glorious truth of Christ in us makes the Christian life 
gloriously possible. When we reckon on the fact that we are crucified with Christ and that 
Christ is in us, we then yield our bodies to Him and then say, “Lord Jesus, would you do 
through me what only you can do? I can’t overcome my temper; I can’t stop worrying; I don’t 
have the courage to make this confrontation my brother in Christ; I don’t have the power or 
knowledge to teach this class; I don’t have the ability to love my coworker; but I am trusting 
in You because what I cannot do You can. Would You daily and moment by moment live Your 
life through me?”  

 

IV.   The Stimulus for the Ministry (v 28) 

What is it that motivates us, that encourages us to persevere in ministering to others? What 
stimulated the apostle Paul to continue in ministering to others even in suffering and rejection 
at times by the very ones he sought to minister to? Here is what will stimulate us to keep on 
when the going gets tough; here is what motivated the apostle Paul. Our motivation is 
primarily that God would be glorified, but we are also to be stimulated, motivated, and 
persevere by keeping our eyes on the finished product of our ministry. What is the finished 
product? It is found in those words, “so that we may present every man complete in Christ.” 
The word complete in this context means mature, or being Christ like. This being made 
“complete” is a process that is never finished here on earth. It will be finally completed when 
we see Jesus. 1 John 3:2b (NIV): “but we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for 
we shall see him as he is.”  

Notice what is required to enable us to “present every man complete in Christ.”  

First, we proclaim Jesus. Our ministry, whether it is with preschoolers, children, youth, or 
adults, must center on the person of Christ. As Christians, we are to be fanatical about the 
centrality of Jesus Christ.  



 
Jesus Is Enough 

32 

Second, we are to admonish others. The word translated “admonishing” speaks of 
encouraging counsel in view of sin and coming punishment. It has an element of warning in 
it.  

Third, we are to be teaching others. This teaching is the counterpart of admonishing. 
Admonishing has an element of warning in it while teaching focuses on what we are to do and 
believe. To put all these concepts together, we could say that the stimulus for our ministry is 
that we, through proclaiming Jesus, admonishing those we minister to, and teaching the truth 
of Scripture, could be God’s agents in the maturing of other believers. 

 

V.   The Strength of the Ministry (v 29) 

In this verse we find a balance that must be kept. On the one side, we are to labor and strive. 
The word labor here means wearisome toil. It is to work to the point of exhaustion. A life 
poured out for others is just plain hard work. As you minister through your church (which 
should be the main channel of our ministry), you will find that it is just hard work. That’s why 
people and churches don’t tend to stay with the same ministry for very long. There are times 
of great joy and the blessing of seeing fruit; but there are also times where things are dry and 
difficult. Don’t buy into the concept of ministry that it is all happiness and hallelujahs. 
Ministry involves hard labor. I sometimes become weary of hearing people say, “I don’t want 
to burn out.” I fear that most church members are in greater danger of rusting out than 
burning out! The word “striving” comes from the Greek word that we get “agonizing” from. It 
may not be healthy for recruiting new workers, but the truth is that ministry is often 
wearisome toil and emotionally agonizing. If we do it in our own strength, we are doomed to 
failure. But the good news is, we don’t have to do it in our own strength. We have Christ in us! 
Therefore, we labor and strive in Christ’s power and not the power of our own flesh. 

 

Conclusion 

Are you pouring in ministry? Why not? The Lord did not save you so that you could make lots 
of money and live a comfortable life. He saved you be in the ministry. Only a few has He called 
to make their living from the ministry. The rest are called to provide materially for themselves 
through a job outside the church. But even that job place, or the home where you care for 
children, is to be seen as a place to do ministry. Ministry in our own strength is an exercise in 
futility; ministry in Christ’s power as He lives out His life through us is more fulfilling than 
anything we can be involved in on this earth. 



 
 
 

Chapter 7:  The Treasure We Have in Christ 

Colossians 2:1-7 

 

On the wall outside my office are three paintings. The three paintings each show a shepherd 
caring for his sheep. In these paintings, the three functions of a pastor are illustrated (the 
Greek word translated “pastor” can be translated “shepherd”).  

In one painting, the shepherd is walking in front of the sheep through some rough terrain, and 
the sheep are following him. One of the tasks of a pastor is to lead the church, the sheep.  

In the second painting, the shepherd is soothing and comforting, and caring for the individual 
needs of the sheep.  

In the third painting, the shepherd is battling wolves that threaten to destroy the sheep. That 
speaks of the pastoral task of protecting the sheep, especially from false teachers who are 
pictured as wolves in the Scriptures.  

We see the apostle Paul using that same language as he speaks to the elders of the church at 
Ephesus in Acts 20:28-29: “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the 
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with 
His own blood. I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock.”  

There is no greater human example of a shepherd than the apostle Paul. Because he so loved 
the Lord, he loved the church that the Lord Jesus loved. Ephesians 5:25b: “… Christ also loved 
the church and gave Himself up for her.” Paul regularly expressed this love for the church. 2 
Corinthians 6:11: “Our mouth has spoken freely to you, O Corinthians, our heart is opened 
wide.” In 2 Corinthians 12:15a, the apostle Paul said, “I will most gladly spend and be 
expended for your souls.” Philippians 1:7a: “For it is only right for me to feel this way about 
you all, because I have you in my heart…” It was Paul’s shepherd heart that the Holy Spirit 
used to have him write this letter to the church at Colossae. 

 

Introduction (v 1)  

In this first verse, Paul opens his heart to communicate the great struggle that he goes through 
for the churches. The Greek word translated “struggle” is translated “conflict” in another 
translation. It is a Greek word that we get our own word “agonize.” It communicates extreme 
strain. Where was the struggle taking place? Paul was in prison in Rome, so it could not be a 
purely physical struggle. I think that the struggle was in prayer. I am afraid that today’s church 
is really wimpy when it comes to prayer. As Paul looked at the danger that the Colossians were 
facing from false teachers who told them that Jesus wasn’t enough and when he thought about 
the false reasoning they were hearing, he agonized. Paul knew that as verse 4 says, the false 
teachers would try to delude them with persuasive argument. Paul’s pattern was not to just 
fret and worry, but to pray – agonizing prayer. His prayer extended to those even in churches 
whom he had never met. 

It seems that Paul’s disciple, Epaphras, who had started the church in his hometown of 
Colossae, had caught from Paul how to pray. In Colossians 4:12 Paul said of his disciple, 
“Epaphras, who is one of your number, a bondslave of Jesus Christ, sends you his greetings, 
always laboring earnestly for you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect and fully assured 
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in all the will of God.” The word translated “laboring” means to labor to the point of 
exhaustion.  

 

    I.  The Treasure Examined (v 2-3) 

Just as loving parents have goals and desires for their children, Paul had goals and desires for 
the Colossians, and indeed all believers. He took those desires and goals to the Lord in serious, 
even agonizing prayer. Paul desperately wanted the Colossians to experience four things that 
only the Lord could do for them. 

A.  The Comfort of the Treasure (v 2a) 

The Greek word translated “encouraged” is parakaleo. This word has the meaning of calling 
another alongside. Para means “to come alongside”. We see that word in the English word 
parallel that comes from this Greek word. The word kaleo means “to call.” It is the idea of 
calling one to come along beside for strength and comfort. This is actually the same root word 
that is used as a name for the Holy Spirit who is sometimes called “the Paraclete.” He is the 
One who comes along side believers to empower them to live the Christian life and comforts 
them in trials. Paul knows all of the temptations and trials they were facing with false teachers 
and human philosophy. He’s praying for their hearts to be strengthened, comforted, and 
encouraged that they may stand strong in the faith. 

What is it that is to be encouraged, strengthened, and comforted? It is the heart. The heart can 
mean several things (all closely related) depending on the context. Sometimes when the Bible 
speaks of the heart is talking about the whole inner person (the soul and the spirit); sometimes 
it is referring to the center, the core of life. That would be referring to the spirit of man. 
Sometimes the heart is referring to just the mind. Proverbs 23:7a (NKJV): “For as he thinks in 
his heart, so is he.” Here in this passage heart is likely referring to the mind. It is the mind that 
needs comforting. If the mind is right, the emotions will line up with what the mind tells it is 
true – eventually.  

B.  The Cohesiveness of the Treasure (v 2b) 

To knit together means to unite or bring together. What a beautiful description of true 
fellowship and unity in the church. There is no fellowship so sweet! When a group of believers 
are totally yielded to Jesus, looking to Jesus as the supply of their deepest needs, and who 
truly love one another, there is a bond that is described as being “knit together.” Satan has all 
kinds of substitutes, but this “knit together” unity and fellowship is found only in the church. 
We are not told to create unity. Only God can do that, and He has done it for all who are truly 
in Christ. Our task is to preserve the unity Christ Jesus has given us. Ephesians 4:3: “being 
diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”  

C.   The Comprehension of the Treasure (v 2c) 

Paul struggles, even agonizes, in prayer that believers would come to know the wealth that 
comes from full assurance of understanding. What is this full assurance of understanding 
referring to? It is the full assurance and understanding that we are complete in Him; that He 
is enough. Let’s define some key words and phrases. Colossians 2:2b (HCSB): “…so that they 
may have all the riches of assured understanding…” Colossians 2:2b (NIV): “…so that they may 
have the full riches of complete understanding…”  

The key word in Colossians 2:2c is “understanding.” The word translated “understanding” in 
its context in this verse is the ability to bring biblical truths and apply them to everyday life. 
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Knowledge is knowing the facts while understanding takes the facts and applies them to the 
details of our life – our problems, sins, needs, relationships, and opportunities. How does this 
apply to assurance? Let me give you a quote that says it better than I can.  

When the believer experiences spiritual truth by living it, it becomes truly understood and 
leads to assurance of his or her salvation. The New Testament, then, concludes that knowing 
the truth and acting on it leads to ‘full assurance of understanding.’ People often express to 
me doubts about their salvation, even though they have read books on assurance. Their 
primary problem is not a lack of knowledge, but a failure to apply the truths they know. Truth 
that finds solid footing in a strong heart and works itself out in love of fellow believers, results 
in deep conviction. That is the basis for assurance.  
[John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Colossians and Philemon , page 90]  

Without assurance, we cannot enjoy the wealth that is ours in Christ Himself.  

As a reminder from the previous message, a mystery is something that can only be known 
when God reveals it. No amount of studying can enable us to comprehend it. Let’s put verses 
1-2 together. Paul agonizes in prayer for the Colossians who are being bombarded with false 
teaching. He prays that they would have assurance that comes from understanding true 
knowledge of God’s mystery – Christ Himself, Christ in us (Colossians 1:27).  

D.  The Containment of the Treasure (v 2d-3) 

The treasure that is being sought by so many spiritually blind people is actually found only in 
Christ Himself. The false teachers and philosophers in Colossae taught that true wisdom and 
knowledge was hidden from all but the super intelligent. Paul basically says, “That’s baloney!” 
True wisdom is hidden alright; it is hidden in Christ Himself. If we are in union with Christ, 
we have access to the treasures – all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Because they are 
“hidden” in Him, we have to search them out by an ever-deepening experiential knowledge of 
Him. This is what Paul was referring to in Philippians 3:10a: “that I may know Him…” That is 
why Peter told us in 2 Peter 3:18a: “but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.” Basically, growing in spiritual maturity is simply discovering and 
appropriating what we got when we got Jesus!  

Jesus is not just sufficient to save us; He is also sufficient to sanctify us, to make us, to conform 
us to His likeness. He is sufficient to deal with any sin that drags us down, so that we might 
walk in victory. When we die, He is sufficient to take us into the presence of the Father and 
into the dwelling place He has prepared for us when He ascended back to heaven.  

 

II.  The Treasure Endangered (v 4-5) 

Believers are robbed of experiencing this treasure by false teaching. The basic attack of all false 
systems throughout church history is has been to deny Christ’s deity or His sufficiency to save 
and sanctify. Paul called these false teachings in 1 Timothy 4:1b: “… doctrines of demons.” 
Paul was well aware that the devil is a “slick talker” who is a master of deceit. His goal for 
believers is to rob us from knowing and applying “all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”  

The word “delude” (“deceive” in other translations) in verse 4 literally means “to reason beside 
something.” If the target is truth, the enemy of our souls will put beside the truth things that 
are close to the truth but not truth. The most effective counterfeit bills are those that look most 
like the real thing. Most all false teachers are eloquent and excellent communicators. Don’t be 
deceived! You must have a settled conviction about the person of Christ and the sufficiency of 
Christ so that you will not be taken in by false teachers.  
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In verse 5, Paul says that though he is in prison for preaching the Gospel, and cannot be with 
them in body, he is with them in spirit (his affections and concern are focused on them). Paul 
rejoiced in their good discipline and the stability of their faith. Those are both military terms. 
The word translated “good discipline” pictures a line of soldiers positioned and prepared for 
battle. The word “stability” refers to firmness or strength. There was much to be commended 
about the Colossians, but they could never let up, and neither can we, because the enemy is 
vigilant and always pressing his agenda.  

 

III.  The Treasure Experienced (v 6-7) 

The word “Therefore” connects verses 6-7 with verses 1-5. Paul is saying, “In light of the fact 
that in Jesus we have the true knowledge of God’s mystery – that all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge are hidden in Him – and in light of the fact that we are in a satanic led and 
empowered attack carried on by false teachers, we must be diligent to walk continually in 
Jesus.” The word “walk” is used often in the Bible, and especially in the epistles of the New 
Testament. Here are just a few of the many verses that talk about our “walk.”  

In the Old Testament we have Psalms 119:1: “How blessed are those whose way is blameless, 
who walk in the law of the Lord.” Micah 6:8b: “…walk humbly with your God?”  

In the New Testament, we have Romans 8:4b: “…do not walk according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit.” Ephesians 4:1b: “…walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which 
you have been called.” 

 If you look in a concordance at how many times the word “walk” is used, you will likely be 
surprised. The overflowing life (v 7b) is not a sprint. In fact, it is not a run at all; it is a walk 
that continues until we leave these bodies behind. Our walk in Scripture refers to our way of 
life – our daily pattern of life. How do we walk in light of this treasure we have in Christ?  

A.  The Beginning of the Walk (v 6a) 

The beginning of the walk is receiving Christ Jesus the Lord. We also see that word “receive” 
applied to our response to Jesus in John 1:12: “But as many as received Him, to them He gave 
the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name.” The Greek word 
means to open up and take unto oneself. To receive Christ is to move beyond accepting that 
certain facts about Jesus are true, and inviting Him to come into your life and take control. 
That is why Paul emphasizes that it is Christ Jesus the Lord that we receive. It is not Christ 
Jesus the heavenly genie who makes sure that we are prosperous and have our desires met. 
We can only savingly receive one Jesus – the One who is Lord! Have you ever received Christ 
Jesus the Lord? To receive Him is to turn from all rivals to Him (repentance) and receive Him 
by faith into your life for all that He is, and He is Lord. There is no other Jesus that saves but 
the Jesus who is Lord. The word Lord means “master, owner, and possessor.” If He is our 
Lord, then we are His slave. 

B.  The Boundary of the Walk (v 6b) 

How do you walk “in” someone? The primary meaning here is that we walk out of the power 
of being in union with Christ, baptized into Christ at the moment of salvation by the Holy 
Spirit. Let’s see that phrase, “Walk in Christ” from another angle. In the first church I pastored 
in southern Ohio, we lived in a house the church owned (parsonage). Our back yard joined the 
church property. Fortunately, the back yard had a fence. We only had two small children at 
that time, and Kathy would let them go out to play, but their instructions were to play “in the 
fence.” In other words, that fence became the circumference and the boundary of their walk. 



Chapter 7:  The Treasure We Have in Christ 

To walk “in Jesus” means that He is the boundary of our walk. Everywhere we walk we are 
walking in Jesus – yielded to His Lordship, seeking His pleasure.  

For most professing Christians that is totally foreign. They think about Jesus on Sundays 
(some Sundays) and on Christmas, but see no relevance of being “in Christ” to their job, their 
relationship with their boss and co-workers, their marriage, their financial decisions, their day 
to day conversations, or raising their children. When there is a marriage problem, they either 
try to work it out themselves or go to a counselor that they find online who will accept their 
insurance, figuring they are all pretty much the same. When they have a rebellious teenager, 
they never consider bringing Jesus in on the problem. Jesus is just a concept tacked on to their 
life in a very obscure place. For some, to be in Him in this sense would seem to be restrictive 
and binding and just boring. How foolish. Restricted? You would be about as restricted as a 
minnow in the Atlantic Ocean! Remember Colossians 2:3: “in whom are hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” No, to walk in Him is liberating. “Lord, I give this 
problem at work to you; show me what You want me to do because You are Lord.” “Lord, my 
marriage has problems; what do I do? Would you love my husband/wife through me and show 
me just how to do in a way that pleases You.” Do you see the pattern? This is a liberated, 
overflowing (v 7b) life! When Jesus is Lord, He is in charge and as Lord He is the one to whom 
you not only submit, but also look to for guidance, deliverance, and wisdom.  

C.  The Basics of the Walk (v 7) 

Here we have four descriptions of what it means to walk in Christ. 

1.  We Are Rooted in Him (v 7a) 

The tense here means that it is something that has happened in the past that has results 
continuing into the future. We were rooted in Him at salvation. That refers to the fact that we 
were placed in union with Christ, baptized into Christ.  

2.  We Are Being Built Up in Him (v 7b) 

The tense on this one is the present tense – continuing action. We are continually being built 
up in Him. Acts 20:32a: “And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which 
is able to build you up…”  

3.  We Are Established in Him (v 7c) 

The word “established” means to make firm or reliable, or to be settled. It speaks of one so 
deeply rooted in Christ that they will not be pushed around or weakened by false teaching or 
tough circumstances. In other words, they are unshakable. We cannot be established until we 
are rooted and built up in Him.  

4.  We Are Overflowing with Gratitude in Him (v 7d) 

The picture here is a river overflowing its banks. This word describes a person who is 
unflappable and can be stopped by nothing. Let me close by showing you what it looks like 
from an instance in a life that is rooted, built up, established, and overflowing. The Puritan 
Commentary writer, Matthew Henry (1662-1714), was robbed one day as he walked along a 
road. In the wake of that traumatic event, you shared with friends four reasons he was grateful.  

First, after many years of life, this was the first time he had been robbed and for that, he was 
grateful.  

Second, he said, “Though they took all my money, I am glad they didn’t get very much.”  

Thirdly, he said, “Though they took my money, they did not take my life.”  

Finally, he said, “I am thankful that it was I who was robbed, and not I who robbed.”  
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What does the devil do with a man like that? An overflowing life doesn’t give the Devil a 
foothold. 

  

Conclusion 

The greatest treasure is Christ. Are you walking in Him?



 
 
 

Chapter 8:  Complete in Christ 

Colossians 2:8-15 

 

If you know anything about professional basketball, you know the name Phil Jackson. This 6’ 
8” inch, very intelligent man won two NBA championships as a player, and as a coach he won 
an incredible eleven NBA Championships. He has been named as one of the top ten coaches 
in NBA history. While all NBA fans know who Phil Jackson is, not many know about his 
personal beliefs and his approach to life. In a Sports Illustrated article Jackson was called by 
the writer a “Zen Christian.” Zen is a major school of Buddhism originating in 12th-century 
China that emphasizes enlightenment through meditation and insight. Here an excerpt of 
what Jackson said in that article. “Institutional religion doesn’t attract me, but the 
philosophical nature of Christianity appeals to me. Love, love thy neighbor. What also appeals 
to me is the emphasis Buddhism places on compassion. Love and compassion; I like that 
combination.” [Sports Illustrated, 11-1-99, page 91]  

Phil Jackson believes in Jesus plus Buddha which is not that uncommon in this feelings 
oriented culture in which we live. Since the culture tells us at most every turn that all religions 
are just different paths to God, developing a smorgasbord or buffet religion makes good sense 
to most postmodern people. In Hollywood, and also the academic world, it is so common that 
we could accurately call it the norm. However, when we come to the Scriptures, we find 
something quite the opposite. We read in Colossians 1:18: “He [Jesus Christ] is also head of 
the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself 
will come to have first place in everything.” That doesn’t leave any room for Buddha! 
Colossians 2:10a: “and in Him you have been made complete…”  

In a world where anything goes, where every expert who has written a book tells us the “way,” 
where “spirituality” is anything you want it to be, I present to you JESUS! When He hung on 
the cross bearing our sins, He cried out in John 19:30: “It is finished!” The price was paid for 
the salvation of all who would repent and believe, not by Buddha, not by one of the several 
million Hindu gods, not by the “Allah” of Islam, but by Jesus Christ. Of Him it is said in 2 
Peter 1:3a: “seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and 
godliness…” In this One whose eternal life we receive at salvation we are told in 1 Corinthians 
1:30b: “…Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 
sanctification, and redemption.” It is in Jesus that we are told in Ephesians 1:3b: that we have 
been blessed “…with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places”. In Him we are told in 
Colossians 2:3: “are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”  

Why would those who profess this Christ be looking anywhere else? When troubles come, why 
would those who profess to know Christ look to books for counsel that are written by people 
who don’t even know Him? Why would one who knew Christ seriously listen to the 
psychobabble put out by counselors who don’t even know the one who is Lord and creator of 
all? There is no victory in Christless psychology. There is “Victory in Jesus!” 

 

I.  The Competitor of Christ (v 8) 

The words “see to it” are translated “Be careful” in the HCSB and “Beware” in the NKJV. Paul 
is warning us about something that is very dangerous. That first phrase in verse 8 is literally, 
“See to it that no one kidnaps you…” What is it that can kidnap us? The primary “kidnapper” 
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of the minds of men is philosophy. The word “philosophy” is made up of two Greek words – 
phileo which means “to love” and sophia which means “wisdom.” Philosophy isn’t necessarily 
evil or bad. The dictionary defines it as “the branch of knowledge or academic study devoted 
to the systematic examination of basic concepts such as truth, existence, reality, causality, and 
freedom.” It is in the Scriptures that we find all of those – truth, the reason for our existence, 
reality, causality, and freedom. What Paul is warning us about is trying to find the meaning of 
and reason for those apart from divine revelation. Paul is saying that leads to empty deception. 
The word translated “deception” refers to something like a fish hook. The fish doesn’t get what 
he expects, and he is caught. Philosophy rooted in human wisdom is like a baited hook. It 
tantalizes human pride, but it is deceptive and empty.  

Speaking of this kind of philosophy, Dr. J. Vernon McGee said, “Philosophy is like a blind man 
looking in a dark room for a black cat that isn’t there.” [Source unknown]  

The 17th Century British philosopher, David Hume said, “I am first affrighted and confounded 
with that forlorn solitude, in which I am placed in my philosophy.” [Quoted in Os Guinness, The 
Dust of Death, page 22]  

Philosophy without divine revelation leads to forlorn solitude. The atheist philosopher, Jean-
Paul Sartre gives a good summary of what human philosophy gives us when he has the main 
character in his novel Nausea say, “Every existing thing is born without reason, goes on living 
out of weakness, and dies by accident.” [Quoted in Robert Cumming, The Philosophy of Jean-Paul Sartre, 

pages 66-67]  That is philosophy without divine revelation! 

Paul next gives a phrase that describes philosophy apart from divine revelation – “empty 
deception.” The grammar here indicates that “empty deception” is describing philosophy. The 
best description for this philosophy that leaves out divine revelation is “empty deception.” 
Human philosophy is like trying to take a bite out of a cloud. It may be enticing, but it has no 
content, no true insight, no hope. It is empty. I have in my files many quotes from philosophers 
who are facing death. There is a sense of hopelessness that pervades these accounts of their 
last hours before being swallowed up in death.  

What are the sources of this empty deception? The first one is “the tradition of men.” Almost 
all philosophers build on other philosophers before them. That results in their “empty deceit” 
being passed from one generation to the next. Just because something is passed down for 
generation after generation doesn’t mean it is true. A good illustration of that is evolution. Ray 
Comfort did a “man on the street” interview around a college campus asking students (highly 
intelligent students) about evolution and why they believed it. Their answers were very 
revealing. The bottom line was that they believed it because that is what they had been taught 
by their professors. Their professors believed it because that is what their professors taught 
them, etc., etc.  

Another source of the “empty deception” of philosophy that leaves out divine revelation is “the 
elementary principles of the world.” That phrase literally means “the ABC’s,” the kind of 
instruction one would give a child. Far from being, “profound and highly intellectual,” the 
philosophies that leave out divine revelation are immature and simplistic. Why would anyone 
turn away from God’s revealed truth to the empty deceit of human philosophy? That would be 
like going back to kindergarten after having received a PhD.  

 

II.  The Completeness of Christ (v 9, 10b, 15) 

There is no other passage in Scripture that more elevates the person and majesty of Christ 
than do these verses. I feel very inadequate to deal with them.  



Chapter 8:  Complete in Christ 

A.  He Is Complete in His Person (v 9)  

The word translated “dwells” means to settle down and be at home. It is the present tense and 
could be translated, “For in Him all the fullness of deity continually dwells…” We saw this 
same truth earlier in Colossians 1:19: “For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness 
to dwell in Him.” Here is the point Paul is making. The fullness of the God who is all knowing 
and all powerful is at home in Jesus and Jesus is in us! Colossians 1:27b: “…Christ in you, the 
hope of glory.” Why would we want to go to the empty fallible babble of some philosopher who 
has rejected divine revelation to fine the meaning of life and how to deal with life’s problems?  

B.  He Is Complete in His Position (v 10b) 

The key word in this verse is obviously “head.” That word means “superior,” “the top spot,” 
“highest in authority.” What is “rule and authority”? That speaks of all created non-human 
beings – obedient angels, demons, Satan himself, and all mankind. They were all created, but 
Jesus is eternal. In the beginning of all creation, He already was there. In fact, John 1:3 says, 
“All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that 
has come into being.” 

C.  He Is Complete in His Power (v 15) 

In verse 15, the “rulers and authorities” refer to Satan and the demons that rebelled against 
God with Him. Here is the bottom line: The Power of Jesus Christ overpowered their power! 
The word translated “disarmed” does not mean “to annihilate”; it means to take power and 
authority over. Where did this take place? It took place when the crucified Savior triumphed 
over death! Hebrews 2:14-15: “Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He 
Himself [Jesus] likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render 
powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and might free those who through 
fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.” Remember that this resurrected, death 
defeating One who has power and authority over Satan and every demon is the one who dwells 
in every believer in the person of the Spirit of Christ. That is why John said in 1 John 4:4b: 
“…greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.” We don’t battle Satan and demons 
in order to gain a victory; we fight standing on the victory already won for us by Christ who is 
in us!  

What is the last part of verse 15 referring to? Colossians 2:15b: “…He made a public display of 
them, having triumphed over them through Him.” That is a little confusing at first glance. The 
main area of confusion is who are the “He” and the “them” and the “Him.” Let’s look deeper. 
The “He” is Jesus Christ. He is the focus of this whole passage. The “them” is the rulers and 
authorities who were defeated at the cross and the resurrection. The “Him” could be referring 
to God the Father, but I think it is referring to the cross and what happened there. In my NASB 
Bible, there is a notation that says “Him” can be translated “it” referring to the cross. That is 
the way some translations translate it. Colossians 2:15b (NIV): “…he made a public spectacle 
of them, triumphing over them by the cross.” 

What is the public display of them? This refers to the custom of triumphant Roman generals 
parading their defeated captives through the streets of Rome. When Jesus Christ rose from 
the dead, it validated and proved that the sacrifice He made on the cross was accepted by the 
Father. Satan and every demon was now finally and fully defeated. Oh, the celebration in 
Heaven when the head of the serpent was crushed at Calvary and then the empty tomb just as 
the Father said it would be in the very first prophesy in the Old Testament in Genesis 3:15.  

Oh, how this passage makes me want to praise the Savior! He is complete in His person, 
complete in His position, and complete in His power! Satan is defeated though not 
annihilated. His end is sure. We are victorious through the power of Christ who is in us.  
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III.  Our Completeness in Christ (v 10a, 11-14)   

Notice the first two words in verse 10 – “in Him.” Those two words speak of our identification 
with and our union with Christ. I am convinced that the doctrine of the believer’s union with 
Christ is the most unknown of the major doctrines in the New Testament. At salvation, we are 
placed in union with Christ by the Holy Spirit. 1 Corinthians 12:13a: “For by one Spirit we were 
all baptized into one body…” Over and over in the New Testament Epistles we are told that we 
who are saved are “in Christ.” In Him, we are a partaker in His merits. His cross has become 
ours. His eternal life has become ours.  

Galatians 2:20: “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave Himself up for me.” His righteousness is now ours.  

1 Corinthians 1:30: “But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us … 
righteousness …”  

2 Corinthians 5:21: “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him.” We are going to see that because every genuine 
Christian is “in Him”, we are complete in Him, delivered from the flesh in Him, buried in Him, 
raised up in Him, forgiven in Him, and victorious in Him!  

There is a whole sermon in that word in verse 10 that is translated “complete.” Look at the 
grammar. It is a perfect passive participle. A “participle” is basically a verb that has the 
qualities of an adjective. “Passive” means that the subject is being acted upon; it is not 
something the subject has accomplished. The perfect tense in the Greek refers to something 
that was done in the past with results continuing into the future. Let’s put all of that together. 
Paul is writing to believers. He says that we, at a time in the past (the time of our conversion) 
were made complete in Christ and we still are complete in Him. What does “complete” mean? 
This word was first a nautical term. It meant being fully ready for a voyage. At salvation, God 
gives us all we will need for this voyage we call “life” in Him. There is no reef that can sink us, 
no storm that can swamp us, and no pirates that can hijack us from the voyage God has 
planned for us! We have all that we need in Him! We don’t need to be “zapped” with some new 
experience, or to get some new revelation. We have the Victor living in us; we have the Word 
of God with us. And while we grow and mature, we are basically learning what we already have 
in Jesus and appropriating it by faith and walking like who we are in Christ. Growth for a 
Christian is by nutrition, not addition. As we feed on the milk and meat of the Word, and 
appropriate by faith what the Word says we are, and what the Word says we have, we grow 
and begin to walk consistently like who we already are in Christ. 

As we focus in this last part of this study on our identification with Christ, notice two ways we 
are complete because of our union with Him.  

A.  We Are Complete Because His Cross Is Ours (v 11-12) 

In these verses Paul isn’t talking about literal circumcision or literal water baptism. Notice the 
first three words in verse 11, “and in Him.” He is talking about our identification with Christ, 
our union with Christ. The phrase “made without hands” is saying that this isn’t the literal act 
of circumcision done through the hand of man. A key phrase is “the removal of the body of the 
flesh by the circumcision of Christ.” The NIV says “circumcision done by Christ.” Because 
Christians have been united with Christ on His cross, He has removed the enslaving power of 
the flesh life by taking the old us in Adam and crucifying it with Him. Romans 6:6a: “knowing 
this, that our old self was crucified with Him…” Galatians 2:20a: “I have been crucified with 
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Christ…” We can now obey Romans 6:11 (NIV): “In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin 
but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” Using the analogy of circumcision, Paul is saying that the old 
man was crucified with Christ, cut away, so that we would no longer because of our old Adamic 
nature be enslaved to sin.  

In verse 12, he says basically the same thing using the picture of baptism. Water baptism is a 
picture of the baptism by the Holy Spirit – being identified with and put in union with Christ. 
The old us in Adam was crucified with Christ, buried with, and we are now raised up in Christ 
having become a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

Because the old man in Adam has been cut away and buried and raised with Christ, we have 
victory over sin, the flesh, and the Devil! 

B.  We Are Complete Because His Payment Is Ours (v 13-14) 

When we are placed in union with Christ at salvation, we who were spiritually dead in sin and 
slaves in the flesh were made alive in Christ and forgiven all our transgressions! I hope we 
who know Christ never “get over” that! The word “forgiven” in the phrase, “having forgiven 
us” is in a tense (aorist) that indicates something that has been completed. Those in Christ 
whose spirits were dead to God, have now been made alive, those condemned by their sin have 
now been fully and completely forgiven of all transgressions (sins). When it comes to our 
identity, forgiveness is complete. We have been and are and will be forgiven in Christ. When 
those who are in Christ do commit acts of sin, our identity does not change though our 
intimacy is lost. Because we are new creations in Christ we cannot live without that intimacy. 
True believers in Christ must repent and confess our sins. In 1 John, confession is held up as 
an evidence that we are in Christ! 1 John 1:9: “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” In Colossians, 
Paul is speaking of that identity forgiveness.  

Verse 14 is one of the most beautiful and glorious pictures of forgiveness in the Bible. In this 
verse, Paul is referring to the Roman practice of writing up an official document (a “certificate 
of debt”) that was prepared for every convicted law breaker. This document had their crime 
and the penalty for that crime. That “certificate of debt” was nailed to their cell or in a 
crucifixion, it was nailed to their cross. At the cross, the Father took our certificate of debt that 
had every sin on it and the penalty written beside each one was “death.” When Jesus died, He 
took the penalty our sin demanded, and beside each sin was written, “Paid in full!” 

My sin - Oh the bliss of this glorious thought: 
My sin not in part, but the whole, 
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, 
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, Oh my soul! 
 - Horatio Spafford (1873) 

Conclusion 

What is left for us to add? What does the world have to add? We are complete in Christ. Praise 
His name!
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Chapter 9:  Three Joy Thieves 

Colossians 2:16-23 

One of the greatest summaries of the person of Christ was introduced to me by my wife from 
something she read in The MacArthur Study Bible in the introduction to the book of 
Colossians. This is a little lengthy, but it is worth our time.  

 One of the great tenets of Scripture is the claim that Jesus Christ is 
completely sufficient for all matters of life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3-4)! He 
is sufficient for creation (Colossians 1:16-17), salvation (Hebrews 10:10-12), 
sanctification (Ephesians 5:26-27), and glorification (Romans 8:30). So pure 
is He that there is no blemish, stain, spot of sin, defilement, lying, deception, 
corruption, error, or imperfection (1 Peter 1:18-20).  

So complete is He that there is no other God besides Him (Isaiah 45:5); He is 
the only begotten Son (John 1:14, 18); all of the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge are in Him (Colossians 2:3); the fullness of the Godhead dwells 
bodily in Him (Colossians 2:9); He is heir of all things (Hebrews 1:2); He 
created all things and all things were made by Him, through Him and for Him 
(Colossians 1:16); He upholds all things by the word of His power (Colossians 
1:17; Hebrews 1:3); He is the firstborn of all creation (Colossians 1:15); He is 
the exact representation of God (Hebrews 1:3).  

He is the only Mediator between God and man; He is the Sun that enlightens; 
the Physician that heals; the Wall of Fire that defends; the Friend that 
comforts; the Pearl that enriches; the Ark that supports; the Rock to sustain 
under the heaviest of pressures; He is seated at the right hand of the throne 
of the Majesty on high (Hebrews 1:3; 8:1); He is better than the angels 
(Hebrews 1:4-14); better than Moses; better than Aaron; better than Joshua; 
better than Melchizedek; better than all the prophets, greater than Satan 
(Luke 4:1-12); and stronger than death (1 Corinthians 15:55).  

He has no beginning and no end (Revelation 1:17, 18); He is the spotless Lamb 
of God; He is our Peace (Ephesians 2:14); He is our Hope (1 Timothy 1:1); He 
is our Life (Colossians 3:4); He is the living and true Way (John 14:6); He is 
the Strength of Israel (1 Samuel 15:29); He is the Root and Offspring of David, 
the Bright and Morning Star (Revelation 22:16); He is Faithful and True 
(Revelation 19:11); He is the Author and Finisher of our faith (Hebrews 12:1-
2); He is the Captain of our Salvation (Hebrews 2:10); He is the Champion; 
He is the Elect One (Isaiah 42:1); He is the Apostle and High Priest of our 
confession (Hebrews 3:1); He is the Righteous Servant (Isaiah 53:11).  

He is the Lord of Hosts, the Redeemer – the Holy One of Israel, the God of 
the whole earth (Isaiah 54:5); He is the Man of Sorrows (Isaiah 53:3); He is 
the Light; He is the Son of Man (Matthew 28:20); He is the Vine; He is the 
Bread of Life; He is the Door; He is Lord  (Philippians 2:10-13); He is Prophet, 
Priest, and King (Hebrews 1:1-3); He is our Sabbath rest (Hebrews 4:9); He 
is our Righteousness (Jeremiah 23:6); He is the Wonderful Counselor; He is 
the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6); He 
is the Chief Shepherd (1 Peter 5:4); He is Lord God of hosts; He is Lord of the 
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nations; He is the Lion of Judah; the Living Word; the Rock of Salvation; the 
Eternal Spirit; He is the Ancient of Days; Creator and Comforter; Messiah; 
and He is the Great I Am (John 8:58)!                                                                                                         
[The MacArthur Study Bible, page 1831] 

When we say that the theme of Colossians is “Jesus is enough,” we are saying that he is enough 
because He is all that we just read and so much more. As we set our minds on this One we call 
our Lord, the result is utter joy! Let’s talk about joy for a moment. It is God’s desire that His 
children be filled with joy. We are commanded in Psalm 32:11: “Be glad in the LORD and 
rejoice, you righteous ones; and shout for joy, all you who are upright in heart.” We are 
instructed in Habakkuk 3:18 (ESV): “yet I will rejoice in the LORD; I will take joy in the God of 
my salvation.” The context of that verse is in times of great difficulty.  

In the New Testament, we are told in Galatians 5:22: “But the fruit of the Spirit is … joy…” 
Paul instructed the Philippians in Philippians 4:4: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will 
say, rejoice!” Even in hard times we are told in James 1:2: “Consider it all joy, my brethren, 
when you encounter various trials.” Joy is not dependent on our circumstances. Joy can 
strengthen us even in times of sorrow, pain and weakness. Nehemiah 8:10b: “…the joy of the 
LORD is your strength."  

Our enemy desires to rob us of joy! Satan is a joy thief! In our text, Paul deals with three thieves 
that our enemy uses to rob us of genuine joy – legalism, mysticism, and asceticism. Each of 
these joy thieves denies that Jesus is enough. We must be familiar with these joy thieves so 
that we can recognize them, reject them, and replace them with truth before they capture our 
mind and rob us of the joy that is rightfully ours in Christ and His finished work.  

 

I.  The Thief of Legalism (v 16-17) 

Legalism is the religion of human achievement. Legalism denies that Jesus is enough. 
Legalism is an approach to the Christian life that says following man made rules or Old 
Testament laws is necessary to supplement the finished work of Christ. Legalism makes 
conformity to rules the measure of spirituality. In Acts 15:10b: Peter said of these rules that 
they are “…placing upon the neck of the disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we have 
been able to bear.” In Galatians 5:1, Paul described this rule keeping as being “subject again 
to a yoke of slavery.”  

The legalistic rules and rituals that Paul is talking about in verse 16 of our text had to do with 
dietary laws (“food or drink”) and special days – especially the Sabbath day. The false teachers 
at Colossae were telling the church members that Jesus was not enough; they must also keep 
the Jewish ceremonial law. Here is the essence of legalism. This joy thief called “legalism” says 
that a personal, vital, deep love relationship with Christ alone is not enough to satisfy God. 
The Colossians were told by the legalists that in addition to Jesus they also had to follow Old 
Testament dietary laws and special days as well as keep the Jewish Sabbath. However, 
Romans 10:4 says, “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who 
believes.” The laws dealing with diet and special days were no longer required for believers 
who make up the church. The dietary laws were given to Israel to set them apart from the other 
nations and mark them as God’s covenant people. In Christ, the dietary laws are no longer in 
effect, because in the church Jews and Gentiles are one (Galatians 3:28). Romans 14:17: “for 
the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking [the dietary laws], but righteousness and peace 
and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 
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Legalism is outward religion and can do nothing about the heart of the human problem which 
is the problem of the human heart. Rules and regulations and ceremonies and eating of only 
certain foods cannot enable victory over the flesh. In reality legalism strengthens the flesh and 
blinds our eyes to the sufficiency of Christ and to how much we need Him.  

While today we don’t deal with the dietary laws and special feast days that some of the 
Colossians did, there is a whole other set of potential legalistic actions that can seduce us and 
steal our joy. One Bible scholar put it this way:  

Legalism is as much a threat to the church today as it was in Colossae. Even 
in evangelical churches there are many people whose assurance of salvation 
is based on their religious activities rather than faith alone in the all-sufficient 
Savior. They assume they are Christians because they read the Bible, pray, go 
to church, or perform other religious functions. They judge their spirituality 
on the basis of external performance rather than internal love for Christ, 
hatred for sin, and a heart devoted to obedience.  
[John MacArthur, Our Sufficiency in Christ, page 179] 

Verse 17 is still dealing with legalism. The Bible says in Hebrews 10:1: “The law is only a 
shadow of the good things that are coming – not the realities themselves.” The word “shadow” 
is the word from which we get photograph or picture. The Old Testament rituals were a picture 
of the reality which is Jesus. Imagine with me - a young wife whose military husband, just 
after their honeymoon, is sent to a foreign country for a year. The wife keeps her husband’s 
picture on the nightstand beside her bed and each night holds the picture close and kisses it. 
Finally, the year is up and the young husband comes home. What would you think about this 
young wife if she still every night held the picture close and kissed it? You would think there 
was a rather serious problem. Why would she cling to the picture when the person was with 
her? Legalism is clinging to the pictures – dietary laws, feasts or festivals, and the Sabbath – 
when we have the reality. 

This explains why we do not gather together on the Sabbath (Saturday). It also explains why 
we don’t call Sunday the Christian Sabbath. It is called “The Lord’s Day” in Scripture. Jesus is 
our Sabbath rest (Hebrews 4:9-11). He fulfilled the Sabbath. It is interesting that the fourth 
commandment ("Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy”) is the only one of the Ten 
Commandments not repeated in the New Testament. Sabbath keeping is legalism; it is 
clinging to the picture when we have the one that the picture points to.  

Don’t fall into legalism! Legalism cannot change the heart. It will rob you of joy and put you 
in bondage. Don’t be intimidated by others who try to pull you into rule keeping and outward 
discipline that does not come from the heart. Let your discipline and outer activities be the 
out-flow of your love for Christ and the holy longings produced by the indwelling Spirit and 
your abiding in His Word. 

 

II.  The Thief of Mysticism (v 18-19)  

Though the word “mysticism” is not used in verses 18-19, that is what is being described. What 
is mysticism? Let me give you several definitions. Warren Weirsbe says that mysticism is the 
belief that a person can have an immediate experience with the spiritual world, completely 
apart from the word of God or the Holy Spirit. John MacArthur says that mysticism is the idea 
that direct knowledge of God or ultimate reality is achieved through personal, subjective 
intuition or experience apart from, or even contrary to, historical fact or objective divine 
revelation [the written Word of God].  
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To summarize, mysticism pursues “deeper” subjective religious experience apart from the 
human mind and natural senses. This revelation comes from inner feelings, intuition, and 
other subjective sources. Ultimately mysticism derives its authority from inner feelings and 
thoughts that have no grounding in the objective truth of the Word of God. The false teachers 
at Colossae relied heavily on mysticism. Paul described what the mystics were doing as 
“defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, 
taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind.” The NIV 
translates verse 18: “Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels 
disqualify you for the prize. Such a person goes into great detail about what he has seen, and 
his unspiritual mind puffs him up with idle notions.”  

Some of the particular manifestations of this mysticism in Colossae were “self-abasement, the 
worship of angels, and visions.” The self-abasement was what we would call false humility. 
People who remind you of their humility are in fact very puffed up and prideful people whose 
humility is a false humility. The fact that they were delighting in their “self-abasement” 
(humility) is a dead giveaway that they were motivated by pride.  

The Bible strictly forbids this worship of angels that verse 18 speaks of. Angels are created 
beings who are charged with carrying out the will of God. The only angels who crave worship 
are the fallen angels (demons) led by Lucifer (better known as Satan). When we see true angels 
in the Bible, they are usually worshipping God and never willingly receiving worship. We see 
in Revelation 5:11-12:  

Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and 
the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of 
myriads, and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is 
the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing.”  

When John tried to worship an angel, he was rebuked in Revelation 19:10a: “Then I fell at his 
feet to worship him. But he said to me, ‘Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and your 
brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus…’”  

Not all mysticism is outwardly focused on the worship of angels. Common manifestations of 
mysticism are visions and visitations by one who is supposed to be the “Lord” giving 
“revelation” that is in addition to God’s written Word. Beware! When someone shares 
“visions” where God “tells them” things that are in addition to God’s word, be discerning. 
When someone says “God told me” ask them for clarification. Was it as they were reading 
Scripture that the Lord illuminated them as to how it applied to a situation they were dealing 
with? Was it an audible voice? Was it just an impression or a thought that popped into their 
mind? Thoughts can come from the enemy of our souls! That is why we are exhorted in 2 
Corinthians 5:10: “We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the 
knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Chris.t”  

I believe that God can still send visions. There are some reports that as many as a third or 
higher portion of Muslims coming to Christ today are having visions that agree with Scripture 
and lead them to seek Christ for salvation. However, in mysticism, the visions don’t lead to 
Jesus; they primarily puff up the “recipient” and seem to communicate, “I have visions and 
thus direct connection with God; I am more spiritual than you.”  

Our highest authority in hearing from God is His written Word interpreted using proper 
hermeneutics and God never communicates anything that contradicts His written Word – 
NEVER!  
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In verse 19, Paul is saying that the mystics were loose in their relationship with Christ; their 
heads were not screwed on tight. It is in our union with Christ and from the Word of Christ, 
the head of the body of Christ, who brings growth and direction in our walk. Stop looking for 
mystical experiences. They primarily serve to deceive and puff up with pride. 

 

III.  The Thief of Asceticism (v 20-23) 

Asceticism advocates depriving the body of its normal desires as a means of achieving greater 
holiness and approval from God. Asceticism was popular in the middle ages, but some of its 
influence is still around. In the middle ages, the ascetics would wear hair shirts next to the 
skin, beat themselves, go without food and sleep for long periods of time, vows of silence, and 
choosing a life of dire poverty. Let me be blunt and very clear. Putting your body in pain and 
doing without enjoyable things that are not forbidden by God does not make you more 
spiritual! These acts primarily serve to puff up with pride. Certainly, things like fasting are 
taught in Scripture, but it is interesting that fasting is never commanded in the New Testament 
(though it is assumed). Fasting in itself does not make us more spiritual. It can serve to make 
us prideful as we get others to admire how disciplined we are. That is why Jesus told us not to 
tell others when we are fasting. Fasting and other spiritual disciplines serve as channels for 
God’s grace to conform us to Christ. Fasting doesn’t twist God’s arm to get Him to do what we 
desire. Fasting serves to put ourselves in a place where we can more clearly discern what He 
has for us.  

Our Lord calls us to self-denial. Luke 9:23b: “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.” This kind of self-denial is not an attempt 
earn forgiveness, spirituality, or to impress others. It is the response of a yielded heart that 
loves God and desires to please Him. Asceticism is motivated by pride instead of humility. 
Asceticism is an attempt to accomplish in the power of the flesh what only God can do as we 
come humbly before Him drawing continually on His grace.  

When Paul says in verse 20 that we have died to the elementary principles of the world, he 
means that we are not in bondage to the perversions of true Christianity that only when we 
deny ourselves of that which is acceptable to God can we be pleasing to Him. We are accepted 
by God in Christ (Ephesians 1:6), and not by denying ourselves what God says is acceptable 
for us to have. Verse 23 says that asceticism gives the outward appearance that we are 
spiritual, but denying ourselves those things that are acceptable to God does nothing to enable 
us to overcome the flesh.  

 

Conclusion 

When we live out the fact that Christ is enough and reject these three “isms” – legalism, 
mysticism, and asceticism, we will begin to experience unhindered joy – joy that is rooted in 
the Lord, joy that endures through difficult times. Do not let these three thieves steal your joy. 
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Colossians 3:1-4 

 

If I had to pick one verse in Colossians that tells us what this book is really about (a theme 
verse), it would be Colossians 2:10b: “and in Him you have been made complete…” Often we 
focus on what being “made complete” means (as we should). But in this message, I want to 
focus on the words “in Him.” Being “in Him” is referring to the doctrine often called “our union 
with Christ.” This doctrine is also called “our identification with Christ.” I believe that the 
doctrine of our union with Christ is one of the most important doctrines in Scripture, 
especially when it comes to the practical living out of the Christian life.  

Introduction 

In this rather lengthy introduction, I want to focus on the doctrine of our union with Christ. 
Theologian John Murray wrote, “Union with Christ is the central truth of the whole doctrine 
of salvation.” [Boice, page 389]  

One of the strongest statements of the importance of this doctrine comes from Arthur Pink: 

The subject of spiritual union is the most important, the most profound, and 
yet the most blessed of any that is set forth in the sacred Scriptures; and yet, 
sad to say, there is hardly any which is now more generally neglected. The 
very expression ‘spiritual union’ is unknown in most professing Christian 
circles, and even where it is employed it is given such a protracted meaning 
as to take in only a fragment of this precious truth.  
[Arthur Pink quoted in Boice, page 389] 

While the Holy Spirit used the apostle Paul to reveal the majority of truth we have about this 
blessed doctrine, the roots for it were laid in the Gospels by Christ Himself. John 15:4-5: 
“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, 
so neither can you unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides 
in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.” (emphasis 
added) 

While the Gospels lay the foundation of the doctrine of our union with Christ, it was the 
inspired writings of Paul that most clearly develops this doctrine. In the New Testament books 
the Holy Spirit used Paul to write, we find the phrase “in Him,” “in Christ,” and “in Christ 
Jesus,” 164 times! Here are a few of the things that Paul tells us are ours because we are in 
Christ. We are chosen in Him (Ephesians 1:4), called in Him (1 Corinthians 7:22), made alive 
in Him (Ephesians 2:5), justified in Him (Galatians 2:17), sanctified in Him (1 Corinthians 
1:2), enriched in Him (1 Corinthians 1:5), assured of the resurrection in Him (Romans 6:5). 
We have redemption in Him (Romans 3:24), eternal life in Him (Romans 6:23), righteousness 
in Him (1 Corinthians 1:30), wisdom in Him (1 Corinthians 4:10), and every spiritual blessing 
in Him (Ephesians 1:3).  

This doctrine of our union with Christ is illustrated in the New Testament in several ways. The 
first illustration is found in marriage. In Ephesians 5 Paul speaks of Christ as the husband and 
the church (the saved) as the bride. He says in Ephesians 5:32: “This mystery is great; but I 
am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.”  
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Let’s look a little closer at this illustration that we are given of our union with Christ. Ideally, 
the marriage is a union of love that results in oneness that is like no other relationship between 
two people. In marriage, there is a new set of legal relationships. There is a legal name change. 
On June 12, 1971 Kathy came to the Longfield Baptist Church as Kathy Lawson and left that 
church as Kathy Jones. In marriage she was identified with me. In the same way, we come to 
Jesus as a sinner and there is a legal change – we are declared a saint, a set apart one (the 
meaning of “saint”). Another way the union of marriage illustrates our union with Christ is 
that our behavior changes to match our legal change of no longer being single. The wife doesn’t 
flirt with other men, call old boyfriends, or join “match.com”. The husband is true to His wife 
and fulfills the roll of leader, provider, and protector of her. As with all illustrations, they aren’t 
perfect when pushed too far, but marriage helps us see some of what is meant by our union 
with Christ. In Christ, as in marriage, we have a new name and a new identity.  

A second illustration of our union with Christ is that we become the body of Christ and Christ 
is the head of the body. Ephesians 1:22-23: “And He [God the Father] put all things in 
subjection under His [God the Son] feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, 
which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.” Colossians 1:18a: “He is also head of 
the body, the church.” In this illustration we see that our union with Christ is also a union with 
one another. The fact is that the head of the human body is the control center for the whole 
body. The foot doesn’t make the decisions for the body; the head does. This truth that Christ 
is the head also illustrates that in our union with Christ, He is Lord and we are His servants.  

The third illustration is the vine and the branches (John 15:1-17). This illustration shows that 
the purpose of our union with Christ is to bear fruit. We don’t produce the fruit; we bear the 
fruit that the vine produces. Our strength to bear fruit does not originate in us (the branch) 
but our strength is from our union with and our abiding in the vine.  

There are more illustrations in Scripture of our union with Christ, but we will stop with those 
three. Being in Christ means that we have a new name, a new relationship, and a love for Him 
that is different from every other love. When we are in union with Christ, He is absolute Lord 
and we are His servants acting in obedience to His commands. In our union with Christ, He 
is the vine – the source of strength and nourishment for the branches (believers). Our task in 
this relationship is to simply abide, remain in dependence on the vine.  

These three illustrations of our union with Christ are instructive and helpful, but our union 
with Christ is much more than these illustrations communicate to us. Being in union with 
Christ means that “in Him” our old man in Adam, who was a slave to sin, is united to Christ 
on the cross and executed. The one that sin had authority over is dead. Being united to Christ 
also means that His very life (eternal life) and His accomplishments are ours. These truths 
must be illumined by the Holy Spirit before we can grasp them. 

This union with Christ is initiated by the baptism by the Holy Spirit which takes place at 
salvation. To baptize is to be immersed into something (or in someone). At salvation, the Holy 
Spirit immerses us into Christ. We are identified with Him; we are in union with Him. All that 
separated us from God was laid on Christ and all that Jesus did on the cross was put on our 
account. This is absolutely glorious.  

This is not just a unique way to illustrate that in Christ we can get help from Him and as we 
get his help and we try harder we will be victorious. In actuality, when we were baptized into, 
united with Christ, our old sinful man was put on the cross with Christ. Every act of sin was 
placed on Christ, and there He died for our sins. When He died (because were in union with 
Him) we were set free from slavery to sin. His Holy Spirit now resides in us to teach us, 
comfort us, and empower us. His righteousness is put on our account so that we can stand 
before a holy God with the righteousness of His Son.  
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In summary, He takes our sin and the condemnation sin brings (death and separation from 
God) and gives us His righteousness and His Eternal life. What does mean in our everyday 
life? It means that we can live in assurance of salvation. It means that we can walk in victory 
over every sin. Galatians 2:20: “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who 
live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” Romans 6:6-7 (HCSB): “For we know that 
our old self was crucified with Him in order that sin’s dominion over the body may be 
abolished, so that we may no longer be enslaved to sin, since a person who has died is freed 
from sin’s claims.” Romans 6:11: “Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to 
God in Christ Jesus.” 

Oh, the glorious truth of our union with Christ – I have only scratched the surface. With that 
introduction, I want us to look at this text and throughout this series on Colossians I want us 
to grow in our knowledge of and our appropriation of our union with Christ. Colossians 3 
begins the practical application of this doctrine of our union with Christ. All that we are told 
to “do” in Colossians 3-4 is possible because of what God has already done in chapters 1-2. A 
good summary of what He has done is Colossians 1:26-28: “… the mystery which has been 
hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints, to 
whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles, which is Christ in you [our union with Christ], the hope of glory. We proclaim Him, 
admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every 
man complete in Christ.”  

 

I.  Those in Union with Christ Were Raised with Christ (v 1) 

The “Therefore” in verse 1 ties in chapters 3-4, which major on application, and with chapters 
1-2, which major on the doctrinal. That is a pattern of Paul. For instance, in Ephesians Paul 
takes the first three chapters to tell us who we are and what we have in Christ. We are hardly 
told to do anything. But the whole emphasis changed in Ephesians 4-6 where we are told how 
the truth of who we are in union with Christ worked its way out in everyday life. Ephesians 
4:1: “Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the 
calling with which you have been called.” We see this same pattern in Colossians 3. 

A.  The Condition of Those in Union with Christ (v 1a) 

The “Therefore” ties us back to chapters 1-2. Because we are in union with Christ, and thereby 
raised up from our spiritually dead condition, to experience Christ’s resurrection life, and 
because we have rejected the world’s legalism, mysticism, and asceticism that we looked at 
last week, there are some truths about us that we must appropriate and walk in. The “if” is the 
“if” of argument, not the “if” of doubt. It could probably better be translated by “since.” Since 
His resurrection life is now our life, there are some things we must do. 

B.  The Command to Those in Union with Christ (v 1b) 

The text literally says that we are to be continually seeking the things above. That is referring 
to the realities of our life in union with Christ. This is simply an exhortation to continually live 
based on who we are in union with Christ rather than how we feel, how we have been 
programmed, or what others have told us.  

Where is Christ now? He is seated at the right hand of the Father. The right hand of a king was 
the place of authority, power, and honor. The Psalmist referred to this in Psalm 110:1: “The 
Lord says to my Lord: ‘Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your 
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feet.’”  Where are we? We are in Christ! Ephesians 2:5-6: “even when we were dead in our 
transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised 
us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”  

The former Vice President and Senator from Minnesota, Hubert Humphrey once made a great 
statement. He was not referring to spiritual things, but what he said certainly has a spiritual 
application. He said, “How you stand depends on where you sit.” [source unknown]  

That is certainly true of believers. When we reckon by faith that we are seated in Christ at the 
Father’s right hand, we begin to understand that we are in the place of victory; we are united 
with the one who has all authority and power. No sin, no enemy can ultimately triumph over 
us. Several times in Scripture we are reminded that Christ is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. Jesus Himself said in Luke 22:69: “from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the 
right hand of the power of God.” At Pentecost, Peter said of Jesus in Acts 2:33: “Therefore 
having been exalted to the right hand of God…”  

The doctrine of our union with Christ is not some remote theological truth that has no 
application to practical everyday life. This truth is central and essential to living the Christian 
life. We are to “keep seeking” the application of this glorious truth to our view of ourselves, 
our trials, our challenges, and indeed all of life! 

 

II.  Those in Union with Christ Died with Christ (v 2-3) 

These two verses enlarge on what we saw in verse 1.  

A.  The Focus (v 2)  

The phrase “set your mind” means to focus on, to choose the direction of our mind. We are to 
focus on the reality of things above and not on circumstances here on this earth. Let’s get real 
practical here. When we are faced with a trial or a dilemma or a disappointment or a challenge, 
what is your thought process? Do you do a logical survey of the situation, and then do a “needs 
assessment,” and then determine if you have the ability to handle it? What the text is saying 
is that first we are to focus, to set our minds on Christ. We are in Christ, and He is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He is the one in whom all power and authority resides. The 
question is not “am I able?” The question is “what does Jesus my Lord want me to do and once 
I determine that, I step out in faith knowing that as Philippians 4:13: says, “I can do all things 
through Him who strengthens me.” By the way, that verse is probably the verse that is quoted 
out of context more than any verse in the Bible! It is not referring to hitting home runs, getting 
the promotion we seek, or running a marathon. It is referring to what Jesus, our Lord, has 
told us to do.  

Our focus is on Christ, seated above at the Father’s right hand and that we are in union with 
Him. He is the conqueror who has all things under His authority and we are in Him! 

B.  The Facts (v 3) 

This is one of the deepest and most profound verses in all of Scripture. At salvation, the old us 
in Adam died. His programming (the flesh) is still with us and we must “walk by the Spirit, 
and … not carry out the desire of the flesh” (Galatians 5:16). But the old man enslaved to sin 
has died. Romans 6:6a: “knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him…” Because of 
our union with Christ, we have died. What does it mean that our life is hidden with Christ in 
God? I think it means that we are hidden in the sense that no enemy can get to us to steal us 
away! This is why Jesus could say in John 10:27-28: “My sheep hear My voice, and I know 
them, and they follow Me; and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no 
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one will snatch them out of My hand.” We are hidden in union with Christ in the Father and 
no one can get to us. To get to us, the devil (a created being that is not omnipotent) would have 
to defeat the Father and then defeat the Son. The Father is omnipotent and the Son has already 
defeated the devil and sealed the devil’s doom when He conquered sin and death in rising 
from the dead. The fact is that no enemy can get to us to steal us from Him because we are 
hidden with Christ in God.  

 

III.  Those in Union with Christ Will Be Displayed with Christ (v 4) 

The word translated “revealed” means to appear, to make manifest, to be shown or displayed. 
This is obviously referring to the Second Coming of Christ. When Christ returns, we will be 
revealed with Him in glory. Revelation 19:11-16:  

And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is 
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. His 
eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are many diadems; and He has a 
name written on Him which no one knows except Himself. He is clothed with 
a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. And the 
armies which are in heaven [that’s us], clothed in fine linen, white and clean, 
were following Him on white horses.  From His mouth comes a sharp sword, 
so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them with a 
rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the 
Almighty. And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “KING 
OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”  

We shall be revealed with Him at His coming! 

 

Conclusion 

There is an old saying used to describe a person who seems to always be focused on Heaven. 
It says, “He is so heavenly minded, he’s no earthly good.” I submit that we are no earthly good 
until we are heavenly minded. Colossians 3:2-3: “Set your mind on the things above, not on 
the things that are on earth. For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” If 
you are saved, you are in union with Christ. There is no more glorious truth than that! 
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Colossians 3:5-11  

 

Christianity is more than a creed we believe; it is a life that we live. But to live the life we must 
believe and appropriate, by faith, what the Scriptures say about what has happened to us 
(especially the old “us” in Adam who was a slave to sin).  

I believe that the doctrine of our union with Christ is one of the most important doctrines for 
believers to understand and seek to live out. The foundation of the Christian life is our union 
with Christ. To summarize, at salvation the Holy Spirit baptized us into union with Christ. The 
New Testament speaks of us, about 164 times, as being “in Christ” or “in Him” or “in the 
Beloved.” Because we are in union with Christ, we share His life and the benefits of His death. 
We are identified with Him in His death and resurrection to the extent that we read in 
Galatians 2:20: “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave Himself up for me.” That well might be one of the most important verses in the 
Bible when it comes to living the Christian life.  

There is a sense that we cannot live the Christian life; only Christ can live the Christian life 
and He lives it through us – “and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.” At salvation, we become partakers of 
Christ’s eternal life, His cross is our cross (“I have been crucified with Christ”), His 
righteousness becomes ours (1 Corinthians 1:30: “But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, 
who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness…”). The Christian life is not lived in 
our power; it is lived in Christ’s power. Galatians 2:20b: “…it is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me.” Every demand on us is in reality a demand on Christ in us. We are inadequate 
and unqualified, but He is adequate and He is qualified because He is all powerful and all 
knowing. When it comes to obeying God, every person in Christ can boldly say with 
Philippians 4:13: “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.” In Christ, we can look 
to Him for guidance and wisdom (1 Corinthians 1:30b: “… you are in Christ Jesus, who became 
to us wisdom from God…”); I can look to Him for power to accomplish and endure; I can look 
to Him for grace to take me through any trial without fear, and I can look to Him to give me 
what to say in any situation. 

When we begin to understand what it means to be in union with Christ, there is a new joy, a 
new enthusiasm, and great anticipation of living the Christian life whatever God allows to 
come our way. But then comes the question – “Why do we still struggle?” The answer is that 
we are a new creation in an old body – an old body that has a power called “sin” that lives in 
it and gives Satan an inroad to tempt, propagate his lies and oppose us constantly. We also 
have the programming of the old man, including the pull to sin, and the scars of failure by 
others and ourselves. Christ in us is capable to enable us to overcome the pull of sin and the 
programming of painful experiences and deep scars of sin (the flesh), but we have to allow 
Him to fill us and then walk in faith that He is enabling us to overcome.  

I have entitled this message from the illustration that I am going to give you. I believe that it 
is a powerful illustration that the Holy Spirit can use to open many eyes as to how we walk in 
victory. When Jesus, the Son of God walked in human flesh on this earth He had a special 
friendship with a family of two sisters and their brother – Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. Lazarus 
got sick and died. After he had been dead for four days Jesus came to Bethany where these 



 
Jesus Is Enough 

58 

friends lived. He is taken to Lazarus’ grave and we see the following happening. John 11:40-
43:  

Jesus said to her, “Did I not say to you that if you believe, you will see the 
glory of God?” So they removed the stone. Then Jesus raised His eyes, and 
said, “Father, I thank You that You have heard Me. I knew that You always 
hear Me; but because of the people standing around I said it, so that they may 
believe that You sent Me.” When He had said these things, He cried out with 
a loud voice, “Lazarus, come forth.” The man who had died came forth, bound 
hand and foot with wrappings, and his face was wrapped around with a cloth. 
Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”  

Catch the drama here: a man who had been dead for four days is now alive! He has complete 
physical life – perfect health, but he has a problem. When someone died in New Testament 
times, they weren’t taken to the funeral home and embalmed; it was usually family and friends 
that prepared the body and the person was usually buried within twenty-four hours of their 
death. The preparation involved many strips of cloth and various aromatic spices. As the 
cloths were tightly wrapped around the body, spices would be added under the cloths. The 
binding was complete – each toe, each finger separately had the cloth wrapped around it. We 
see in John 11:44: “The man who had died came forth, bound hand and foot with wrappings, 
and his face was wrapped around with a cloth.” Can you picture Lazarus as he struggles to 
walk to the entrance of the cave that was his tomb? Seeing his difficulty, Jesus gives 
instructions in verse 45, “Unbind him, and let him go.”  

This is a tremendous illustration of the Christian life! When we come to Christ for salvation, 
we are made a new creation in Christ. There is nothing to be added. We do not need a second 
work of grace, a “zap” experience – we are in union with Christ and that means that we are in 
Him and He is in us. The theme of this whole book of Colossians is Jesus Is Enough. He truly 
is! However, as we saw earlier, we have the grave clothes of our old life that have to be taken 
off – the grave clothes of the power of sin in our body and the flesh (the programming of the 
old us and our various experiences we have been through such as earthly consequences of sin 
even before we were saved, rejection, failure, traumatic experiences such as divorce, an 
alcoholic or drug addicted parent, and on and on we could go. At salvation, our Heavenly 
Father doesn’t push “delete” when it comes to all of these earthly grave clothes. He gives us 
His promises, His indwelling Spirit, and His Word to enable us to over time take off the grave 
clothes that bind us. This is what we call spiritual maturity, or as Peter put it in 2 Peter 3:18a: 
“but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” As we walk in 
victory over the power of sin and over the flesh, we mature and grow and glorify the Lord.  

The passage in Colossians we are looking at in this message is dealing with these grave clothes 
– how we are to live out in our experience who we are in Christ. 

 

I.  Grave Clothes We Must Put Off (v 5, 8, 9) 

In verses 5,8, and 9 Paul gives us some specific grave clothes we must put off. The first part of 
verse 5 is translated quite differently in various translations. For instance, the ESV says, “Put 
to death therefore what is earthly in you…” I like the KJV translation of verse 5a best. 
Colossians 3:5a (KJV): “Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth…”  

John Owen (1616-1683) was one of the best known of the English Puritans and perhaps his 
best known book was entitled The Mortification of Sin. To mortify means to put to death. John 
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Owen taught that believers must see it as their duty to mortify sin. Here is a quote from John 
Owen.  

Do you mortify? Do you make it your daily work? Do not take a day off from 
this work; always be killing sin or it will be killing you… Sin is always acting, 
conceiving, seducing and tempting. There is not a day but sin foils or is foiled. 
There is no safety but in a constant warfare from sin’s perplexing rebellion. 
[John Owen, Voices from the Past, page 53]    

There are too many believers who treat sin with way too little seriousness. One guest pastor 
had preached in a church on the seriousness of sin for believers and the pastor of the church 
rebuked him and said something like, “Sin is not the same for believers who are forgiven and 
lost people.” The guest pastor said:  

I agree that sin is not the same for Christians and non-Christians. It is more 
serious for believers!” He was right. We have been given victory over sin. We 
have the Spirit of Christ within us to enable us to walk in victory. Sin is much 
more serious for a believer than a non-believer who is spiritually dead in 
trespasses and sin. Mortify sin; “consider the members of your earthly body 
as dead to [every sin].  

John MacArthur said this about the power of sin in believers. “Sin is like a deposed monarch 
who no longer reigns, nor has the ability to condemn, but works hard to debilitate and 
devastate all his former subjects.” [John MacArthur, Commentary on Colossians and Ephesians, page 
135] 

I often deal in counseling with professing Christians who are struggling with life controlling 
sins – sins of addiction or sins that are robbing them of joy and ruining their testimony. What 
I generally find is that they are not serious enough about mortifying their sin. They are waiting 
for some easy way to walk in victory; some formula to quote that will make it easy. On the one 
extreme, we certainly don’t overcome sin through will power or the power of our own flesh; 
we look to Christ is us for the power to overcome, but on the other hand, there must be a 
realization of the seriousness of sin in a believer’s life and an appropriate determination to 
kill, to mortify, that sin. Mortifying sin involves effort on our part, great effort. We must 
identify the sin, develop a strategy to meet it headlong and put it on notice that you are its 
victor in Christ and it has no authority over you. We must look sin in the eye and absolutely 
refuse to succumb to it. 

What Paul does next is to name sins. This isn’t meant to be an exhaustive list, but examples of 
the categories of sin and details about specific sins we will have to meet head on.  

A.  Sins with Internal Motivations (v 5) 

Here are examples of sins that we are to “consider the members of your earthly body as dead 
to…” 

1.   Immorality (v 5a) 

This Greek word porneia refers to all sexual relations outside a heterosexual covenant 
marriage. It includes every illegitimate sexual deviancy. It is interesting that when you put this 
word porneia together with the Greek word for writing or picture which is graphe, you get 
porneiagraphe from which we get the word “pornography.” Mortify it! 
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2.   Impurity (v 5b)  

This is an even more general word than the Greek word for impurity. It is translated 
“uncleanness” in the NKJV.  It refers to thoughts and intentions. It is what the mind secretly 
dwells on. 

3.   Passion (v 5c) 

This Greek word is translated “lust” in many translations. That is probably the best 
translation. It is passions that come to master us. Put lust to death. 

4.   Evil Desire (v 5d) 

This one is self-explanatory. It is the desire for that which God says is evil. It is motivated and 
instigated by this power of sin that dwells in our members.  

5.   Greed (v 5e) 

Why does he equate greed with idolatry? Greed is an insatiable desire for more. The desire for 
more and more stuff takes over our thoughts, our desires, and our love. In other words, it 
becomes our “god.” What do we call a god we worship other than the true God? We call it an 
idol. The oil tycoon, J. Paul Getty once said, “The best things in life … are things.” Greed is 
when we choose earthly trinkets over eternal treasures. What do we do with that insatiable 
desire for more things – bigger house, nicer furniture, nicer car, clothes, etc.? We mortify it! 

B.  Sins of External Action (v 8-9) 

The sins in this second list are more social, external as opposed to just in the mind; that is, 
they are sins committed directly against other people. They tend to be more accepted in our 
culture. G. Campbell Morgan called them “sins in good standing.” The word translated “put 
them all aside” means to cast off, to put off and renounce. It is translated “put off” in the NKJV 
and “rid yourselves of” in the NIV. This word was used of taking off a garment. Notice some 
more examples. 

1.   Anger (v 8a) 

This is referring to a person with a habitual attitude of anger. They seem to be doing an 
internal slow burn continually. When they get the slightest bit jostled, the anger that they are 
full of sloshes out.  

2. Wrath (v 8b) 

This word refers to a sudden outburst of anger. We would call it a “quick temper.” Jonathan 
Edwards had a daughter with an out of control temper. A young man who had been courting 
her came to ask Edwards permission to marry his daughter. Edwards refused. The young man 
was of course hurt and asked Edwards why – was it that he was not good enough for her? 
Edwards replied, “She is not worthy of you!” He added, “The grace of God can live with some 
people with whom no one else can live.” 

3.   Malice (v 8c) 

This is a general attitude of ill will. It is the person who has something critical, negative, or 
harsh about most everyone. 

4.   Slander (v 8d) 

This refers to speech that tears others down. It involves character assassination. It is the Greek 
word we get blaspheme from. It is speech that is intended to injure.  



Chapter 11:  Put Off Your Grave Clothes 

5.   Abusive Speech (v 8e) 

This sin refers to using crude course words. It is translated “filthy language in the NKJV, and 
“obscene talk” in the ESV. It refers to vulgarity.  

6.   Lying (v 9) 

Lying lines us up with “the father of lies” rather than the one who calls Himself “the truth.” 
What do we do with these sins of external action? We put them off. We mortify them!  

 

II.  A Reminder That the Grave Clothes Belong to Our Past (v 6-7) 

Arthur Pink said that the wrath of God is, “His eternal detestation and of all unrighteousness. 
It is the displeasure of and indignation of Divine equity against evil. It is the holiness of God 
stirred into activity against sin.” [Quoted in The MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Colossians, 
page 141]  

Unbelievers will one day experience the full force of God’s wrath. That is why believers are to 
have no part in these sins. 1 Thessalonians 1:10 says “and to wait for His Son from heaven, 
whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come.” 1 
Thessalonians 5:9: “For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” Paul is not saying that the children of God will experience God’s wrath; 
he is saying, “Why would true children of God want to act like children of wrath?”  

Perhaps we need a reminder that while His children do not experience His wrath, we do 
experience His loving discipline. Hebrews 12:5-6: “and you have forgotten the exhortation 
which is addressed to you as sons, ‘My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor 
faint when you are reproved by Him; for those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He 
scourges every son whom He receives.’” 

 

III.  The New Man We Have Put On (v 10-11) 

That phrase “new self” is translated “new man” in the NKJV. This is the one described in 2 
Corinthians 5:17: “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed 
away; behold, new things have come.” For a born-again person, that old self/old man is 
crucified – dealt with. We still struggle with his programming (the flesh) and the power of sin 
that controlled and enslaved him, but he has been dealt with in a permanent way. I like this 
quote from R. C. H. Lenski. “The old man is not converted, he cannot be; he is not renewed, 
he cannot be. He can only be replaced by the new man.” [MacArthur, page 148-149]  

We see what has happened to the old self in Romans 6:6: “knowing this, that our old self was 
crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would 
no longer be slaves to sin.” God views all of mankind either “in Adam” or “in Christ.” There is 
no hybrid – a little in Adam and a little in Christ.  

Notice what is happening to the new man in the last part of verse 10 – he is “renewed to a true 
knowledge according to the image of the One who created him.” He is a new creation. While 
his standing is in Christ, there still needs to be maturity – the grave clothes need to be taken 
off. That is a process that takes time, but we should continually see progress. I am reminded 
of the fellow who obviously had not majored in English who said, “I ain’t what I oughta be, 
and I ain’t what I’m gonna be, but praise God, I ain’t what I was.” 
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In verse 11 we see that the new man is now a part of the church which puts away the old 
barriers that separated people. The new man will desire to be in a New Testament church with 
those who like him see Christ as all and in all. 

  

Conclusion 

I want to conclude by exhorting you to put off the grave clothes of the old man, the old self. 
You are new in Christ. Declare war on sin; mortify it and walk in Christ who is all and in all.
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Chapter 12:  The Effect of Being the Elect 

Colossians 3:12-17 

 

The devil is a deceiver! He is very good with deception; he has been doing it since the Garden 
of Eden. He has this amazing ability to turn things upside down and deceive human beings so 
that they believe the opposite of the truth. One of those areas where he has deceived so many 
Christians is the understanding of what makes someone a hypocrite. The English word 
“hypocrite” is a transliteration of a Greek word that literally means to be an actor in a play. In 
ancient Greek theatre, a hypocrite was an actor who was playing a part. The actor would simply 
hold a mask on a stick in front of his face. We still see these kinds of masks around Halloween. 
The word “hypocrite” means someone who acts like someone he really is not.  

Here is how Satan has twisted the meaning of a hypocrite. Today, a hypocrite is someone who 
acts in a way that is different from how he feels. We have become an emotion based culture. 
Emotions rule! We have bought into the lie that what we feel is who we are. So many people 
make life altering decisions on the basis of emotions only.  

An example is divorce. A divorce between a man and a woman rips apart two people who have 
become one flesh. That “one flesh” bond is so strong that a divorce doesn’t just neatly separate 
two lives that were one; divorce shatters both lives, and in addition the children of that one 
flesh union. Yet the devil convinces people (many who are professing Christians) that they 
would be a hypocrite to stay in a marriage where they no longer had feelings for the person 
they were married to. Think of all the lives – husbands, wives, and especially the children – 
who are shattered because a husband or a wife, or both, bought the lie that what we feel is 
reality and that it would be hypocritical to stay in a marriage where the feelings are gone.  

This lie of “who we are is determined by what we feel” goes into so many other areas of life. 
The specific area we are dealing with in this message is our identity. Most people in our culture 
determine their identity (who they are at the core of their being) based on how they feel about 
themselves. To confess something about themselves that contradicts what they feel about 
themselves is erroneously thought to make them a hypocrite. The truth, however, is that a 
hypocrite is someone who acts differently than who they really are. That is the meaning of the 
word!  

Who we really are at the core of our being is who God says we are, not what we feel about 
ourselves. Emotions are fickle and were never meant to be determiner of our true identity. 
Since God’s word is truth (John 17:17b: “Your word is truth”), our identity and our decisions 
should be determined on the basis of Scripture, not based on how we feel about ourselves. The 
devil has succeeded in deceiving most Christians in this area of identity. He has convinced so 
many people that their identity is based on how they feel about themselves and they would be 
a hypocrite if they confessed what the Bible says about themselves is true when it contradicts 
what they feel about themselves. This is completely opposite of the truth. A believer who 
confesses what they feel as truth instead of what God says about them is in reality playing the 
hypocrite! Decisions and determinations of truth should never be made based on emotions. 
Emotions are responders and were not given to be deciders. You don’t make up your 
emotions; you make up your mind. 

Let’s make application to the passage we are examining. The first part of Colossians 3:12 tells 
us something about our true identity in Christ. According to God, those in Christ “have been 
chosen of God, holy and beloved…” If you are in Christ, that is who you are no matter how you 
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feel! In other places we are told that in Christ we are accepted by God (Ephesians 1:6), we are 
more than conquerors (Romans 8:37), we are free from the slavery of sin (Romans 6:11), and 
that the Spirit of Jesus Christ lives in us (Romans 8:9). When we choose to believe those truths 
(and so many more) about our true identity in Christ, we are confessing what is true. The 
enemy says, “You hypocrite! Look at you. You feel like a failure, unloved by God, and that you 
feel powerless over this sin which controls you.” NO! The Devil is a liar! You are a hypocrite 
when you live and decide based on what you feel instead of who the Word of God says that you 
are.  

In this passage, we are going to focus first on the truth of who we are in Christ and then how 
we act because of who we are. Emotions do not initiate any of the actions called for in this 
passage. To act and confess something contrary to who God says that you are makes you a 
hypocrite – a person acting in contradiction to their true identity.  

As we will see in verse 12, those in Christ are the elect (chosen) of God. Colossians 3:12-17 tells 
us the effect of being the elect. 

I.   Our Worth (v 12a) 

Knowing who we are is the necessary foundation for living as God plans for us to live. This is 
the pattern in most of the Epistles of the New Testament. Believers are told who we are and 
what we have in Christ, and then we are told how we are to live. In this text, we are given a 
three-part description of who we are before we are told how we are to act. This description 
shows us our true worth in God’s eyes. 

A.  We Are Chosen (“So as those who have been chosen of God”) 

The word “chosen” is translated “elect” in other translations. It means to be selected or chosen 
out. This being chosen is the biblical doctrine of election. God chooses people for His purposes. 
God chose Abraham to be the one through whom the Messiah would come and through whom 
“all the families of the earth will be blessed” (Genesis 12:3). God chose Abraham before he was 
a God worshipper. God chose the Jews (Abraham’s descendants) to be His special people 
through whom the Scriptures and the Messiah would come.  

In Deuteronomy 7:7-8, God says to the Israelites as they are preparing to go into the promised 
land, “The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number 
than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but because the Lord loved you 
and kept the oath which He swore to your forefathers, the Lord brought you out by a mighty 
hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.”  

God chose Abraham; God chose Israel; God has chosen every person who comes to Christ. 
Ephesians 1:4-5: “just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would 
be holy and blameless before Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through 
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will.” This doctrine of election 
is referred to often in the New Testament:  

1 Thessalonians 1:4 (NKJV): “knowing, beloved brethren, your election by God.”  

2 Thessalonians 2:13b: “God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through 
sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.”  

Titus 1:1 (ESV): “Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith 
of God's elect and their knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness.”  

This doctrine of election (God’s choosing) causes people a lot of problems, but while I don’t 
fully understand it (I don’t think anyone does), I believe it is true because the Bible so clearly 
teaches it. Here is the question that many struggle with: “Is it that God chose me, or is it that 
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I chose God?” The answer is “yes.” Both truths are taught clearly in Scripture. No one is saved 
unless they repent of sin and trust in Christ alone for salvation – no one! But the fact is that 
no one repents of sin and trusts in Christ alone to save them unless God has chosen (elected) 
them. Apart from God doing a regenerating work in us, we were dead in trespasses and sins 
and our will, our chooser was in bondage, in slavery to sin. Don’t get all stressed out that you 
can’t neatly put those two truths together.  

I want to put all the controversy about election aside for a while, because the controversy 
causes us to miss a glorious truth. If you are a Christian, you have been chosen by God! Glory 
Hallelujah! God didn’t choose us because we were worthy, but we are of great worth because 
He chose us!  

B.  We Are Holy (“So as those who have been chosen of God, holy”) 

The word “holy” means to be set apart. It is the same root as the word translated “saint.” Our 
worth is found in the fact that God has set us apart as saints for His special purposes. How 
special is that? In Christ, we are of great worth because we are chosen of God and set apart by 
God for His purposes. 

C.  We Are Beloved (“So as those who have been chosen of God, holy and 
beloved”) 

That word translated “beloved” is translated “dearly loved” in the NIV. Oh, the indescribable 
love of God that reached down to us while we were helpless and hopeless – dead in trespasses 
and sins – and saved us and gave us His eternal life. This amazing love is beyond our 
comprehension. 

Our worth is not in what we accomplish, not in what others think of us, not in our status in 
society; our worth is in God who chose us, made us holy and dearly loved us and still loves us, 
and always will love us. That is the only “self-worth” that is real. Instead of puffing us up, it 
humbles us and causes us to deepen in our love for Him because 1 John 4:19 (NKJV): “We love 
Him because He first loved us.” The more His great love for us consumes our mind, the more 
we love Him and long to please Him.  

 

II.   Our Wardrobe (v 12b-14) 

In the previous study in Colossians, we were given some things to “put off” – sins that weren’t 
consistent with our new condition of having Christ as life. For instance, we were told to “put 
off” immorality, impurity, lust, greed, and a host of other sins that aren’t consistent with being 
in Christ. In the passage we are examining now, he tells us that because we are the elect of 
God, there are some things we are to “put on” (the Greek word was used of putting on 
clothing). Let’s examine our spiritual wardrobe that we “put on.” 

A.  A Heart of Compassion (v 12) 

The elect of God need to put on an attitude, an approach to life of compassion. The word 
translated “compassion” means “pity” or “mercy” or “sympathy.” Put together, Paul is saying 
that we are to put on a heartfelt willingness to show practical mercy to those who are hurting. 
This compassion was modeled for us by Jesus in Matthew 9:36: “Seeing the people, He felt 
compassion for them, because they were distressed and dispirited like sheep without a 
shepherd.” The Roman world was severely lacking in compassion. The aged, handicapped, 
and sick were sent to the city wall to beg for food until they died, and their body was carried 
away. Those who are in Christ are to stand out as people of compassion.  
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B.  Kindness (v 12) 

Kindness speaks of sweetness of disposition. It is closely related to compassion. The opposite 
is being harsh and hard to bear. It is this quality in God that the Spirit uses to lead the sinner 
to repentance. Romans 2:4: “Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance 
and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?”  

C.  Humility (v 12) 

The Roman world saw humility as a weakness and hated it. In classical Greek, there wasn’t 
even a word for humility!  This word describes the person who thinks and acts toward others 
before he takes care of himself. Humility is not thinking poorly of yourself; it is just not 
thinking of yourself at all. It is sometimes translated “lowliness of mind.” Humility is the 
antidote for self-centeredness which poisons all relationships.  

D.   Gentleness (v 12) 

This word is translated “meekness” in some translations. It is not weakness; it is power under 
control. A gentle or meek person is one who is yielded to God ordained authority. In times 
past, when a wild stallion was saddle broke, he was said to have been “meeked.” The stallion 
was just as powerful as when he was running wild, but now he is brought under the authority 
of the rider.  

E.  Patience (v 12) 

This word is translated “longsuffering” in some translations. It means to bear up under ill 
treatment. It is keeping on when your emotions are screaming out for you to quit. It is 
continuing on when no one seems to care, you are overlooked, and are never complimented 
or acknowledged. It is an attitude of never giving up or giving in.  

F.  Bearing with One Another (v 13) 

 This one is very similar to patience. It means to hold back revenge, to put up with, to refuse 
to retaliate when you are falsely accused or injured.  

G.  Forgiving Each Other (v 13) 

Those in Christ hold back revenge, but also freely forgive those who have wronged us. Simply 
tolerating another person is not enough; you must forgive them. To forgive means to take all 
of their offenses and take them off your hook and put them on God’s hook for Him to deal with 
as he sees best. The pattern for our forgiveness is how the Father has forgiven us. Just as our 
forgiveness was complete and never brought up against us, even so we are to forgive those 
who have wronged us.  

Watch to see how those last three parts of the Christian’s wardrobe fit together. Patience says, 
“Don’t give up or quit when things get difficult.” Bearing with one another emphasizes endures 
bad treatment without becoming bitter or taking revenge. But as I continue to be faithful 
through the difficulty, I not only say “no” to revenge and bitterness, I choose to forgive wrongs 
done to me. To what extent must I forgive? I must forgive, “just as the Lord forgave me.”  

1 Peter 2:23: “and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered 
no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously.” For those who drop 
out of church because someone hurt them or wronged them; don’t expect any comfort from 
the Lord. He views the unforgiveness as sin.  
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H.  Love (v 14) 

Using the picture of putting on clothes, love is the belt that holds everything else together. In 
fact, the other seven qualities are descriptions of how love acts. Love is compassionate, kind, 
humble, gentle, patient, unwilling to be bitter, and forgiving. It is love that keeps these other 
qualities from becoming legalistic behaviors that are done to try to merit God’s favor. Love is 
the motive that slays legalism.  

 

III.  Our Walk (v 5-17) 

In these verses, Paul moves from character to conduct. He gives us three resources that the 
Lord has given us to walk like one who is chosen, holy, and beloved. 

A.  His Peace to Guide Us (v 15) 

The word “peace” means inner rest and calmness of mind. The word “rule” means to umpire. 
The Greek word was used of the one who presided at the athletic games and distributed prizes 
and gave out penalties to those outside the rules. The Amplified translation says, “And let the 
peace… from Christ act as an umpire continually in your hearts – deciding and settling with 
finality all questions that arise in your minds.” Philippians 4:7: says this about the peace of 
God, “And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

When people talk about discerning God’s will, you seldom hear them talking about Christ’s 
peace, but it is that peace that accompanies His will for every situation. If you don’t have the 
peace of Christ ruling in your heart right now, it is likely because you have stepped out of 
bounds and are not walking in the path He has prepared for you.  

Let me share two questions to ask yourself when you are making a major decision in your life. 
First, what does the Word of God say? God will never lead you in a direction that is contrary 
to the Scriptures. The second question is, “Do I have Christ’s peace?” If your decision is not in 
agreement with the Word of God the feeling you think is the peace of Christ is a counterfeit 
peace. If, however, the direction you are leaning toward does not violate the word of God, and 
your desire is only to please God and you have a peace concerning the direction you are to go, 
then, “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.”  

B.  His Word to Grow Us (v 16) 

As you walk in the boundaries of His peace, the Word of God finds easy entrance into your 
heart and dwells richly (literally “abundantly”) there. When our heart is filled with God’s 
Word, when we get jostled or verbally stabbed, it is the Word that comes out. The Word of 
God is to be so richly dwelling in us that it controls our assessment of situations, and it controls 
our thinking patterns.  

When the Word of God is richly dwelling in us, we have wisdom (we see everything from God’s 
perspective), we are equipped to teach others, we can lovingly admonish (warn) one another 
when we see patterns that could lead them to sin. The Word of Christ richly dwelling within 
us results in Scriptural worship – psalms (songs taken from the Psalms in the Bible), hymns 
(expressions of praise to God for who He is and what He has done), and spiritual songs 
(testimony songs concerning what He has done in our lives), and all are offered out of a heart 
with thanksgiving. 



 
Jesus Is Enough 

68 

C.  His Name to Grace Us (v 17) 

To do all that we do in Jesus’ name is to do it consistent with who He is and what He desires. 
We have the authority from Jesus to ask for anything we need from the Father in His name. 
John 14:13: “Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son.” To do all that we do in His name is to do what He desires in His power and to ask 
for whatever we need based on His merit. 

 

Conclusion  

The effect of being the elect is to live like who we are instead of how we feel. In our daily walk, 
we have His peace to guide us, His word to grow us, and His name to grace us. We have been 
abundantly blessed in Christ. 
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Colossians 3:18 

 

Though the book of Colossians was written more than 1900 years ago, it is more up to date 
than today’s newspaper. That is especially amazing when you realize that the topic of this 
passage is the family and roles within the family. Many of the so called “experts” will tell us 
that these passages on the family are hopelessly outdated and should no longer be applied to 
modern families. I totally disagree. The Bible (correctly interpreted) applies to all times. It is 
because we have abandoned these directions that the family is disintegrating before our very 
eyes.  

I believe that the verse that best summarizes the book of Colossians is Colossians 2:10: “and 
in Him you have been made complete…” The NIV says, “and in Christ you have been brought 
to fullness.” In this series, we have summarized this verse by saying, “Jesus is enough.”  

Another verse that says basically the same thing is Colossians 3:4 “Christ, who is our life…” 
Jesus Christ is not just someone we get advice from; He is not someone we simply add to our 
life; for a Christian, Christ is our life! Christ is the source, the strength, the subject, and the 
satisfaction of our life. A priority part of our life is the family and family relationships. It is 
those relationships that Colossians 3:18-21 focuses on. In this message we are focusing on the 
role of the wife in the home. If you are single and never plan to be married, use this passage 
and this message as a guide to pray for wives. If you hope to be married one day, store these 
truths in your heart so that if God provides you with a spouse, you will know what it means to 
be a wife who has Christ as her life. 

 When we compare what the Bible says about the role of a godly wife with the so called 
“experts” say today, we realize how far from the biblical idea we have fallen in our culture. Let 
give you quick way to see where our culture is. The next time you are in a store where there is 
a magazine section, look at the articles in the “women’s” magazines. You will see articles like 
these samples: You Can Have It All With or Without Him; How to Wrap Him Around Your 
Finger (and Keep Him There); Love ‘um and Leave ‘um: What Smart Girls Know About Sex 
without Regrets; Train Your Man to Treat You Right. If those articles had titles that were 
more in line with Scripture, they might look something like this: Let Him Lead and Discover 
Marriage as God Intended It; The Absolute Futility of Trying to Change Your Husband; The 
Peace That Comes from Trusting God to Change Your Husband. I doubt those articles would 
help sell many magazines, but they are more in line with Scripture.  

You may be thinking, “That is so far from where our culture is that it is laughable.” But aren’t 
we called to be counter cultural? By the way, how is it working the way our culture is 
approaching the roles in marriage? If you don’t know, I’ll tell you – not so well! One of the 
main influencers of marriage is the “situation comedies” (sitcoms). What kind of wife do we 
see in the typical sitcom? She is manipulative, smarter than her really dense husband, and 
more interested in “finding herself” and her own personal journey than she is with 
encouraging her husband and training her children. She is usually manipulative and willing 
to do whatever it takes to get her way.  

One of the things that turns off so many women about what the Bible says about roles in 
marriage is the use of the dreaded “s” word – submission. The verses that speak about 
submission in the New Testament are not just a few isolated and questionable passages. Look 
at two passages that use the word “submit” or describe it. Ephesians 5:22-24 (ESV): “Wives, 
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submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife even as 
Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now as the church submits 
to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.” 1 Peter 3:1, 5 (NIV): 
“Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any of them do 
not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives … 
For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to adorn 
themselves. They submitted themselves to their own husbands.” 

The concept of submission is more than an isolated passage with a questionable 
interpretation. The word “submit” is very distasteful to most because they want to run their 
own life. The flesh reacts negatively to submission. It just seems to be demeaning. Some would 
say, “Maybe you can make a case for submitting to God, but to one’s husband? No way!” But 
what if submitting to God involves submitting to one’s husband? 

What I desire to do in this message is to make sure that we know what the biblical word 
translated submission means and the attitude the one submitting must have. Nothing that I 
am going to share is going to make submitting easy; it requires the enabling grace of God 
administered in our lives by the indwelling Spirit of God. Lest you think I am picking on the 
wives, next week, we will look at what God says to husbands. I will warn you that in some ways 
the command for husbands is more radical and difficult than the command for the wives.  

 

I.  The Foundation for Submission  

When a person hears the commands to submit without understanding the reasons and how it 
fits into God’s plan, it tends to stir up confusion and even rebellion. Submission in the 
Scripture is not a demeaning act. It is an act of honoring God. You must understand this next 
statement. Submission is not an acknowledgement of inferiority; it is an acknowledgement 
of God’s order. God has chosen to operate through authority structures that He has set up. All 
legitimate authority originates in God. Romans 13:1b: “For there is no authority except from 
God.” Our response to that authority is clearly spelled out in James 4:7a: “Submit therefore to 
God.” There are at least three areas of life where God has set up authority structures here on 
earth. Each of these structures are under God’s ultimate authority. 

 God delegates authority to the civil government. In Romans 13:1-7, 1 Timothy 2:1-4; 1 
Peter 2:13-17 all tell us to submit to governing authorities. 1 Peter 2:13-15: “Submit 
yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one 
in authority, or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the 
praise of those who do right. For such is the will of God that by doing right you may 
silence the ignorance of foolish men.” Unless the government demands something 
from us that would require us to disobey a direct command of God, we are to submit 
to the government.  

 God delegates authority to church leaders. Hebrews 13:17: “Obey your leaders and 
submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. 
Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.”  

 God delegates authority within the home. In the home, the wife submits to the husband 
(we have already looked at multiple verses that make this clear) and the children 
submit to the parents. Colossians 3:20: “Children, be obedient to your parents in all 
things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.”  
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The Bible presents authority structures as being for our protection and not for our 
punishment. It is important that we all understand this. When you are under your God given 
authority, you are under God’s protection. That truth helps us understand a confusing passage 
in the Old Testament book of 1 Samuel 15:23 (NKJV): “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft…” 
The word translated “witchcraft” is really broader than witchcraft; another translation would 
be divination or the occult. When we are involved with the occult, it takes us out from under 
God’s protection and allows the devil’s attacks while we are open and vulnerable. 1 Samuel 
15:23 is saying that when we rebel against God ordained authority, we are unprotected from 
the enemy’s attacks. The authority structures that God has set up (including authority in the 
home) are for our protection. When we refuse to submit to God ordained authority, we are 
unprotected from the enemy’s attacks. 

The most important passage that speaks of how God works through authority structures is in 
1 Corinthians 11:3: “But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the 
man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ.” Notice the order in this verse. 
God the Father is head of Christ (God the Son). Are Father and Son equal? They certainly are! 
One of the basic truths about the Trinity is the equality and unity of the Trinity. In the same 
way, we are told that, “the man is the head of a woman.” Does that refer to worth? No, just as 
with the Trinity, Colossians 3:18 is referring to role, not worth or value.  

Before we look further at the roles in a marriage, let’s look at the meaning of the Greek word 
translated “be subject” or “submit” in other translations. Submission is the wife’s response to 
her husband’s God given role as the authority or head of the home. For a wife to refuse to be 
subject to her husband is to rebel, not just against her husband, but against God who delegated 
authority in the home to the husband. That is a strong statement, but I don’t see any way 
around it given what the Scripture very clearly says.  

The foundation of submission (the wife being subject to her husband) is God’s authority 
structure in the home.  

 

II.  The Functioning of Submission  

 How is this submission implemented in the home? The grammar of the Greek word translated 
“be subject to” is a present imperative. “Imperative” means that it is a command, not a 
suggestion. “Present tense” means that it is continuing action, and not a one-time event. The 
Greek word itself is a military word that means to line up under. It was used in the military to 
describe a soldier getting in the proper order – a Lieutenant under the Captain, who is under 
the Major who is under the Colonel who is under the General, who is under the Commander 
in Chief. In the same way that the Captain lines up under the Major, the wife lines up under 
her husband. Is the Captain a person of lesser worth or abilities than the Major? No, that’s not 
even the point. We are talking about role, not worth.  

Let’s deal with three common misconceptions about submission. First, submission (as has 
already been stated multiple times) has nothing to do with worth. When it comes to the worth 
of men and women, there is absolute equality. A passage that deals with the worth of men and 
women is Galatians 3:28: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, 
there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  

Second, submission has nothing to do with ability or intelligence. The wife in a marriage is 
often of higher intelligence than her husband. Husbands, if she is not smarter than you now, 
she likely will be as you get older. I read a study several years ago about men’s and women’s 
brains. As we grow older our brains shrink, but the average woman’s brain shrinks 2.5% every 
ten years and the average man’s brain shrinks 5% every ten years. [Facts and Trends, August, 1999] 
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Husband, your brain is shrinking twice as fast as your wife’s brain. Wives, he is still the head 
of the home. A wife may say, “I have more leadership skills than my husband; I tend to be the 
initiative taker and he is more passive.” That may be true, but submission in a marriage is not 
based on intelligence, skill, natural gifting, or ability. It is based on God’s command. The 
husband has the role of leader in the home.  

Third, the Bible does not teach that women are to submit to men; the Bible teaches that a wife 
must submit to her husband. The passages that speak of submission are referring to the home 
and not the workplace or just men in general.  

Why is submission so difficult for most wives? Even those wives that are not really tempted to 
openly rebel against their husband’s leadership in the home struggle with subtle manipulation 
of their husband. Wives, true submission is impossible in your own power. Whether you are 
naturally more passive or aggressive, you must be filled with the Spirit to truly submit to your 
husband’s leadership in the home. To understand why submission is so difficult, we must go 
back to the Garden of Eden when sin first came into the world. When God was giving the 
horrible consequences of sin coming into the world, He said this to Eve in Genesis 3:16b: “Yet 
your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” Remember that this is a part 
of the curse of sin coming into the world, so we know that this is not good. The phrase “your 
desire will be for your husband” means that she will desire to control her husband. The same 
Hebrew word translated “desire” is used in Genesis 4:7b (NIV): “But if you do not do what is 
right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you.” The natural desire of the wife is to 
control her husband.  

When it comes to the effect of the curse of sin on the husband, it says in Genesis 3:16: “he will 
rule over you.” The Hebrew word translated “rule” means to dominate. Do you see how the 
problems in marriage go back to sin and the curse of sin coming into the world? We have a 
wife that naturally wants to control her husband and a husband who wants to rule or dominate 
his wife. You see that tendency in the husband and wife in every culture. It is the consequence 
of sin coming into the world and the enabling of the Holy Spirit is the only way marriage will 
ever operate as God intended it – A husband who tenderly loves his wife as Christ loved the 
church and gave Himself for it and a wife who comes alongside her husband to encourage him 
and allow him to lead her and their home.  

 

III.  The Fitness of Submission  

The word translated “fitting” means proper. Submission is absolutely necessary for success in 
every area of life. Adrian Rogers said it well: “Submission is necessary for leadership and 
leadership is necessary for success in life. Without leadership and submission there can be no 
order in the home. And without order in the home we can’t function.” [Adrian Rogers, A Future for 
the Family, page 26] 

A wife may hear all of this about the husband as the head of the home and submission to his 
leadership and say, “I just don’t like that; I’m just not going to do that.” There was another 
being who said that long ago, perhaps before the earth was even created. His name was 
Lucifer. A paraphrase of Isaiah 14 would be, “I don’t like having another over me as head. I 
will ascend to the heavens; I will be like the Most High; I will not submit!” We now call him 
the original rebel, Satan, the devil. Submitting to God ordained leadership is fitting.  

The question often comes up, “Are there exceptions to a wife submitting?” Yes, there are 
exceptions but they are rare. Remember that our ultimate authority is God. Whenever our 
earthly authority (government, church leadership, parents, or husband) commands us to do 
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something that directly contradicts a specific portion of Scripture, we have not only the right, 
but also the responsibility to refuse to obey. Acts 5:29b: “We must obey God rather than men.”  

The question often comes up, “Does the wife have no voice at all?” Of course she does. 
Marriage is a partnership in the sense that a husband who has any sense at all would never 
make decisions without talking it over with his wife and listening to her perspective. She is 
His “helper” (Genesis 2:18). He should value her counsel and insight more than any other 
person. But having said that, God has appointed the husband as the leader, the head of his 
wife and family. He is not the dictator, but neither does he abdicate his leadership role and 
put major decisions in the home on his wife who is not equipped to handle them.  

IV.  The Fruit of Submission  

The reason that wives are to submit to their husbands is because it is commanded by God in 
multiple places in Scripture, but very clearly so in the passage we are looking at in this 
message. Having said that, there are some great results that are the by-product of our 
obedience.  

A.  The Fruit of an Unhindered Walk with God  

For a wife to seek to control her husband through defiance or manipulation is a sin. Sin 
becomes a barrier in our walk with God. Confession and repentance clear the barriers in our 
relationship with God. When a husband and a wife are living out their roles in the power of 
the Holy Spirit, there is a new intimacy with God and a deepening in our walk with God. 

B.  The Fruit of a Changed Husband  

Wives, what can you do to change your husband? How does a wife “work on her husband” to 
see him become a leader and a meter of your needs? You cannot change your husband into a 
godly, Spirit filled spiritual giant who loves you like Christ loves the church and leads your 
children to godliness by his teaching and example. There is nothing you can do to change him! 
You must focus on the role God has given you in the marriage, pray for him and walk in an 
intimate relationship with the Lord in every area of your life. Over time, here is what will 
happen: 1 Peter 3:1-2 (NIV): “Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands 
so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the 
behavior of their wives, when they see the purity and reverence of your lives.” Only God can 
truly change a person. 
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Colossians 3:19 

 

The two key passages in Colossians are Colossians 2:10 and Colossians 3:4. Colossians 2:10a: 
“and in Him you have been made complete…” This is the verse from which we established the 
theme of Ephesians, Jesus Is Enough. The truth that Jesus is enough doesn’t become active in 
our life and affect our behavior until we apply Colossians 3:4a: “Christ, who is our life…” It is 
when I reckon by faith, on the truth that Christ dwells in me to live His life through me, when 
I stay constantly conscious of the fact that apart from Him I can do nothing (John 15:5), and 
when I walk in the power of His Spirit who dwells in me, that I discover, and experience, that 
Jesus is enough. I am complete in Him! He is my life. He is the source of my life, the reason 
for my life, the enabler of my life, and the goal of my life. Jesus is enough and He is my life. In 
this three-part series within a series, we are focusing in on the fact that Jesus is enough for the 
family.  

No matter how messed up your family is, Jesus is enough; as long as there is a willingness on 
the part of husband, wife and children to submit to His plan in His strength, no marriage, no 
parent child problem is beyond hope. Last week we focused in on the wife in the home (v 18). 
Tonight we focus on the husband.  

Let’s begin with a word to the women. If you are already married, this verse shows God’s ideal 
for husbands. No husband has fully arrived in these areas. This message is not intended to 
give you ammunition with which to attack him. The truths we will look at in this message will 
help you know how to pray for him and encourage him in becoming the husband God intends 
him to be, and the husband that God will make him when Christ is his life. This message is not 
meant to be a giant stick to be used to whack him over the head. If you are unmarried, you 
need to keep these principles in view as you consider a husband or have opportunity to counsel 
other women who are considering marriage. I once read the following: “It is far better to marry 
a man who is poor, who doesn’t have a cent, but is worth a million than to marry a man who 
has a million and isn’t worth a cent.” 

Men, picture this scenario. You are on a passenger plane taxiing to the runway, and the pilot 
comes on the intercom and says, “Ladies and gentlemen, this is your Captain. We are 
preparing for takeoff. The control tower has told us to get in line for takeoff, but I’ve never 
liked anyone telling me what to do. I know a shortcut through the grass to get to the runway 
ahead of the other planes. I’ve turned off the radio to the control tower since they always try 
to tell me when I can and cannot take off. Once we are in the air, I’m going to leave the radio 
off since I know how to get to our destination. I just go the direction and altitude that feels 
good to me. As we travel to our destination, we’ll have my favorite song playing, I Did It My 
Way. Please relax, trust me, and enjoy your flight.” 

Men, that is an accurate parable to describe how a Christian wife feels who finds herself in a 
marriage to a man who doesn’t walk with God, yield to the Holy Spirit’s control, or consult His 
“manual” about the direction which he should lead his family. The husband is told to submit 
to Christ – He is perfect! Your wife ultimately submits to Christ, but in the family order she is 
told to submit to you. You are not so perfect! Most husbands don’t realize how scary the 
woman’s role in the family is.  

In the last message, we saw that when a wife has Christ as her life, she will submit to her 
husband’s leadership in the home. In this message, God speaks to the husband as to how he 
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carries out his role as head of the home. When the husband is not carrying out his role and 
fulfilling his responsibilities in the home, he puts tremendous pressure on his wife and the 
whole family is out of kilter. A husband might say, “If she would first submit to my leadership, 
I would start carrying out my responsibilities.” But as the God appointed leader in the home, 
you are to be the initiative taker. A drastic change in a home will typically start when the 
husband starts loving the wife and ceases being embittered toward her. Husband, you cannot 
force your wife to submit to your leadership, but you can begin today, in Christ’s power, to 
begin loving her like Christ loves the church (Ephesians 5:25) and then trust Him to change 
her heart.  

Let’s examine what God’s ideal husband looks like in the home. 

 

I.  There Is a Resolve to Love (v 19a) 

God designed a wife’s submission to operate in a context of love. It is in this context that she 
can function in security. Her protection in the vulnerable position of submission is that she 
knows that while she doesn’t have a perfect husband, but she has a husband who loves the 
Lord Jesus with all his heart, soul, and strength, and desires to follow Him fully. In addition, 
her security in submission comes from the fact that she knows her husband wants only God’s 
best for her and the children. When a husband is self-centered, immature, and doesn’t have a 
deep and intimate walk with the Lord, he is responsible for the insecurity of his wife.  

Another by-product of a husband who walks with God and loves his wife and children is that 
it is in this atmosphere that a wife deals successfully and begins to walk in victory over the 
scars and insecurities of her past.  

Dr. Howard Hendricks (who recently went to be with the Lord) was one of my favorite Bible 
teachers. He shared about a husband who approached him one day with a list of gripes about 
his wife. Dr. Hendricks listened to the man and then said, “I am surprised that a man of your 
intelligence would marry a woman with so many blatant faults.” The man began to defend 
himself and said, “She wasn’t that way when I married her.” Dr. Hendricks said, “Then I guess 
it was you who made her that way.” Ouch!  

Notice that the command to husbands is not, “Husbands rule you wives” or husbands subject 
your wives, or husbands command your wives. It is, “Husbands love your wives.” To try to 
lead without loving is like trying to build a skyscraper without a foundation. A multistory 
building without a foundation will fall.  

Let’s look at two characteristics of this love.  

A.  It Is a Demonstrated Love  

The Greek word for love in verse 19 (agape) does not refer primarily to affection for another 
(though it doesn’t preclude affection). There is another Greek word that is used for warm 
affection (phileo). The word translated “love” in verse 19 is often accompanied by affection, 
but it is not driven by affection (emotion). This word used in verse 19 begins with a choice that 
results in, or is demonstrated in, loving selfless actions that puts the needs of another over our 
own needs.  

The kind of love that is commanded in verse 19 is not natural. Typically, men are biologically 
geared for pursuit, for winning, for work, for protection, but not for this kind of love. This kind 
of love – agape love is described in Romans 5:5b (ESV): “God's love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” This is the most important passage 
in the Bible when it comes to this love that Christians are to love with. It is not natural; it is 
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supernatural. It is not worked up; it is poured out through the Holy Spirit in us. It does not 
originate in us; it is found only in God.  

Let’s go a little deeper in our search for this kind of love – agape love. What exactly does this 
supernatural love look like? We find more information in a companion verse in Ephesians 
5:25: “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for 
her.” This supernatural kind of love is not really defined in the Bible; it is often just described 
or illustrated. The love with which a husband is to love his wife is the same love with which 
Christ loved the church. Let’s don’t pass lightly over that. Think about the love of Christ 
demonstrated toward those who would be saved, those who make up the church. Jesus Christ 
left the glories and constant worship directed to Him in heaven to come to a sinful, non-
glorious, fallen earth filled with hate and sin and filth. He was rejected, spit upon, ridiculed, 
beaten and nailed to a cross where he died.  

The song writer Henry Barraclough wrote these words in 1915 to a song made famous by 
George Beverly Shea: 

Out of the ivory palaces, 
Into a world of woe, 
Only His great eternal love 
Made my Savior go. 

Husbands, it is with that love (given only by Christ) that we are to love our wives. Do you 
realize how radical this is? This means that your wife comes before your comforts, your 
hobbies, your work, your wants, and your fulfillment. In the chapter of the Bible that describes 
this agape love (1 Corinthians 13), we are told in 1 Corinthians 13:5: “it (agape) does not seek 
its own.” Husbands, you will never be the husband God created you to be as long as you 
approach your marriage for what you can get out of it. Don’t buy the world’s lie of living for 
your own pleasure. Certainly there is a time for hobbies, recreation, and times when your job 
requires a lot of hours. When your wife knows that you love her more than anything else on 
this earth, she will desire for you to do things you enjoy. The problem is that many men 
communicate that all of that stuff is what is most important in his life.  

Christ’s love for the church is further described in Ephesians 5:28-29: “So husbands ought 
also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself; for 
no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the 
church.”  

What does it mean to nourish and cherish your wife? To nourish means to feed or mature. It 
is providing an atmosphere for her to spiritually grow. It means giving her time to study and 
pray and be with other women who promote her growth in the Lord. The word “cherish” 
pictures a bird sitting on eggs in the nest. It speaks of an atmosphere of security and 
protection. You demonstrate love for your wife by providing a secure atmosphere where your 
commitment to her, your faithfulness to her is beyond question. The thing that is most 
important for the husband to do that demonstrates this agape love is to keep deepening your 
own love relationship with the Lord. She needs the security of knowing that you are seeking 
the Lord, that you pray with her, especially in times of crisis or when big decisions need to be 
made. Remember the airplane pilot illustration at the beginning of the message?  

This love with which a husband loves his wife is a demonstrated love. 

B.  It Is a Discerning Love  

Another companion passage to Colossians 3:19 is 1 Peter 3:7a: “You husbands in the same 
way, live with your wives in an understanding way…” We make lots of jokes about men not 



 
Jesus Is Enough 

78 

being able to understand women. The point of the jokes is that understanding women is 
impossible. Yet, here is a command from God for husbands to understand their wives.  

There are times however when wives don’t understand their husbands. I love Ray Comfort. 
Here are a couple of excerpts from his book, 101 Things Husbands Do to Annoy Their Wives. 

 He doesn’t ask for directions when he is lost. Explanation: Only lost people ask for 
directions; men are never lost; they are only finding their way.  

 He walks away whole she is still talking. Explanation: Actually, men must process facts 
quickly or they lose them. He is seeking a quiet place to contemplate on what she’s said 
to get the full benefit from it. 

 He tells her to “hurry up” when she is doing her hair. Explanation: “Hurry up” is 
actually a childlike excitement to see the finished product.  

 He doesn’t notice her new hairstyle. Explanation: The natural beauty of her face 
captivates his entire attention.  

We laugh at those, but the Scripture is saying to men (and there is no command for the wife 
in this area) you must become a student of your wife. If you are going to nourish and cherish 
her, you need to know her needs. 

 

II.  There Is a Refusal to be Embittered (v 19b) 

The word translated “embittered” is an interesting one in the original language. It is a “broad 
word” with a large range of translations. It means to produce a bitter taste. 

A.  It Is Referring to Unforgiveness  

There is to be no harboring of ill will because of something she did or did not do. Unforgiveness 
in the heart leads to large problems in the home. Unforgiveness destroys both kinds of love 
we spoke of earlier – agape, and phileo. Love is an “others” focus and unforgiveness is a “me” 
focus. “She wronged ME”; “she hurt ME”; “she didn’t meet MY needs.”  

Unforgiveness is so devastating because it consumes you. Hebrews 12:15: “See to it that no 
one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, 
and by it many be defiled.” To focus on her weaknesses and failures lets bitterness take root 
in your life and it defiles every relationship in your life – even your relationship with the Lord.  

Forgiveness is a choice followed by a process. Once you talk to your spouse about the hurt her 
words, or choosing to ignore you, or … fill in the blank, you choose to forgive the wrong done 
against you; you refuse to bring it up again to her or to others [these also apply to wives who 
are bitter with their husbands]. The process that follows the decision is that ongoing refusal 
to relive the wrong, or rehash the wrong. Eventually you won’t even remember the wrong.  

B.  It Is Referring to Unkindness  

The NIV translates the last part of verse 19 as “do not be harsh with them.” To most wives, the 
king of all expressions of love is kindness. I read one large survey that asked wives the seven 
most common failings of husbands. Number one was a lack of tenderness and four of the other 
six dealt with kindness in one way or another.  

It is interesting how Ephesians 4:32 combines forgiveness with kindness. Ephesians 4:32: “Be 
kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has 
forgiven you.” One of the nine qualities of the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22 is “kindness.” 
Husbands, there is never an occasion to be harsh to your wife – ever. A husband’s harshness 
causes deep scars that affect the wife deeply. Repent, and ask her forgiveness. 
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Conclusion 

There it is husbands. When you recognize that Jesus is enough and that Christ is not only in 
your life, He desires to be your life – to live His resurrection life through you. Tonight if your 
marriage is damaged or even broken, husbands take the initiative and humble yourself, ask 
her forgiveness, and start anew with Christ as your life. 
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Colossians 3:20-21 

 

Some time ago the Duke of Wellington visited the United States and was asked after he had 
been here a while, “What impresses you about America?” He answered, “The thing that 
impresses me most is how parents obey their children.”  

Sometimes it does seem that we have gotten it backward. For many homes, the place that 
ought to be a peaceful refuge is more like a war zone. What does the Bible have to say about 
parents and children in the Christian home? Let’s review some things we have already looked 
at about how God uses authority structures. All authority resides with God. God has delegated 
the limited exercise of His authority through various structures here on earth. Three of those 
areas of authority are government, church, and the home. We are focusing on the home. We 
saw that while the wife is equal in worth to her husband, she has a different role in the home. 
In the home, she is commanded to submit to her husband who has the God given role of being 
the head of the wife. We will see today that the role of the parents is to be over (have authority 
over) their children. 

Our children are going to be under authority all of their lives and it is God’s plan that they 
learn to submit to all God ordained authority by learning to submit to their parents in the 
home. A child who never learns to submit to their parent’s authority will struggle to submit to 
all authority – government, school, workplace, and even to God’s authority in his or her life. I 
remember a young man in our church that had really good parents, but he was stubborn and 
chaffed at what they required him to do. When he turned eighteen, he announced that he was 
tired of everyone telling him what to do, so he was going to join the Marines!  

God’s plan is to break us of our self-will and the first way is through the authority structures 
in the home. If the child refuses to submit to their parents, then God uses other means to break 
them that are much harsher than the authority of loving parents. The Marines would qualify 
as being harsher than a loving mother or father. God also uses the government penal system 
to bring brokenness. Someone put it this way: “It is better to learn how to submit to God 
ordained authority in the play pen rather than in the state pen.” 

What does a home look like that is lined up under the loving authority structures that God has 
ordained? More specifically, we will be looking at what a home looks like when parents and 
children are submitted to God ordained authority.  

 

I.  The Child’s Command (v 20) 

The word “children” is a broad word that refers to a child under their parent’s roof or that is 
supported by the parent (such as being away in college). Basically, children is referring to any 
offspring that are not living independently of their parents. The command to be obedient is in 
a tense that describes continuing action – a way of life. The word translated “obedient” is a 
compound word. It is the word for “hear” and the word for “be under.” It means to listen and 
get under the parent’s authority. This obedience takes two forms.  

A.  Obey in Action  

The child’s every day behavior and deeds must reflect obedience. Several years I ran across a 
letter that actor Ricardo Montalban wrote to his son. I lost the source.   
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Dear Son: As long as you live in this house, you will follow the rules. When 
you have your own, you can make your own rules. In this house we do not 
have a democracy. I did not campaign to be your father. You did not vote for 
me. We are father and son by the grace of God, and I accept that privilege and 
awesome responsibility. In accepting it, I have an obligation to perform the 
role of father. I am not your pal. Our ages are too different. We can share 
many things, but we are not pals. I am your father. That is one hundred times 
more than what a pal is. I also am your friend, but we are on entirely different 
levels. You will do in this house as I say, and you must not question me 
because whatever I ask you to do is motivated by love. This will be hard for 
you to understand until you have a son of your own. Until then, trust me.   
[Source unknown]  

Jesus gave Himself as an example even in childhood of living in total, continual obedience to 
Joseph and Mary. We read in Luke 2:51-52 (NIV): “Then he went down to Nazareth with them 
and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus 
grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.  

Notice the words of our text – Colossians 3:20: “Children, be obedient to your parents in all 
things…” Why did God give that command? It is because children are deficient in some areas. 
Actually, there are four areas where children lack maturity and need to be under the authority 
of godly parents. 

1.  Children Lack Mental Maturity 

Children lack wisdom and reasoning abilities. They need parents who will both demonstrate 
and teach wisdom.  

2.  Children Lack Physical Maturity 

Physically, younger children cannot fend for themselves. That’s why God gave them parents.  

3.  Children Lack Spiritual Maturity 

A child doesn’t naturally long to obey God or even comprehend what God is really like. That’s 
why parents are told in Proverbs 22:6: “Train up a child in the way he should go…”  

4.  Children Lack Social Maturity  

When children come into the world they are totally self-centered. They must be taught social 
skills, how to get along with others, how to share, when to speak and when to be quiet. That is 
the task of the parents, and it is no minor task. 

Have you noticed the parallel with Luke 2:52: “And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom [mental 
maturity] and stature [physical maturity], and in favor with God [spiritual maturity] and men 
[social maturity]”? Even Jesus, though He did not cease being fully God, did not have the 
Adamic sinful nature, and was without sin, He became fully man. He truly was a child who 
grew – “in wisdom, stature, and in favor with God and man.” This maturing process is 
hampered, if not stopped, when children go their own way instead of being taught to be 
obedient to their parents.   

Let me share something that focuses on the children in a home. I believe that when a child 
who has truly come to Christ is struggling in their Christian walk, it is often because they are 
not being obedient to their parents. Christian teenager, when you are disobedient or have 
animosity toward your parents for their rules or standards, you have a problem with God. 
When you are wrong with your parents, you are wrong with God. The only exception to that 
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statement is when your parents are demanding that you go on a path that results in the 
disobedience of a direct command of God.  

Notice the proper motive of the child’s obedience – “…this is well pleasing to the Lord.” To put 
that in the negative, when children still under their parent’s authority are disobedient to their 
parents, they are displeasing to the Lord. Disobedience to parents is not treated casually in 
the Bible. In fact, widespread disobedience is one of the marks of a society which is on a 
downward slide toward being abandoned by God. We see that downward slide in Romans 
1:28-30:  

And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them 
over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, being filled 
with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, 
deceit, malice; they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, 
boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents…  

We read in 2 Timothy 3:1-2a: “But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 
For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to 
parents…” The sin of being disobedient to parents runs in some pretty bad company – murder, 
malice, haters of God, revilers, and lots of others. 

B.  Obey in Attitude  

Typically, there is an attitude behind our action. Apart from salvation and continual surrender 
to the One who is Lord, the attitude behind disobedience to parents will continue beyond our 
time under our parent’s authority. The attitude I am speaking of is an attitude of rebellion 
against God ordained authority. It first manifests itself against parents, but it will not stop 
with parents. Unless that attitude of rebellion against authority is changed there will be 
rebellion against all God ordained authority. Let’s look at the proper attitude that accompanies 
outward submission to God ordained authority in the home.  

The attitude underneath the action of obedience to parents is an attitude of honoring parents. 
The fifth of the Ten Commandments is Exodus 20:12: “Honor your father and your mother, 
that your days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you.” Honor 
includes obedience, but it goes way beyond obedience. Honoring parents is a command that 
requires an attitude that goes beyond the time the children are under the parent’s roof and 
under the parents’ authority. It includes honoring parents until they die! Even if you are 
seventy and your parent is still alive at ninety-two, you are to have an attitude of honoring 
your parent.  

Let’s make sure that we understand what “honor” means. It means to consider someone as 
being of great value. We are to elevate, respect and care for them because we are commanded 
to do so, not because their current or past behavior merits honor. The motive of honoring 
parents is our love for God and our desire to be “well-pleasing to the Lord.”  

Allow me to give a real-life example of that. What I am going to share was shared many years 
ago as a public testimony from this pulpit. I share this lest anyone think that something private 
is being made public. The wife of one our long time pastoral staff shared this story about her 
father. The father of this pastor’s wife left her mother during her pregnancy before she was 
born. About the only time she ever heard from her Father was when he was drunk and would 
call her and curse and berate her. That was her only contact with this evil man. When her 
father was in his fifty’s he suffered a serious illness (a stroke I think). He was in a nursing 
home with no family to care for him. This daughter sacrificed greatly to care for him until he 
died. Was it because of her natural affection for him? No, there was no “natural affection” for 
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this evil man. She honored her physical father because it is a command from God and because 
it is well pleasing to the lord. The attitude of honoring parents continues when you are no 
longer under the parent’s authority.  

If you are an adult, are you honoring your parents? You may say, “They are not worthy of 
honor.” Really, that’s irrelevant. Are you considering them someone of great value and doing 
it because you desire to be pleasing to the Lord? One desired result of this message that I am 
praying for is that some adults who are not honoring their parents will come under conviction 
by the Holy Spirit and reconcile with their parents and begin from this point to honor them, 
not because they deserve it based on their behavior, but because it is well pleasing to the Lord.  

 

II.  The Parent’s Caution (v 21) 

The word translated “Fathers” is translated “parents” in Hebrews 11:23 and could (and I 
believe should) be translated “parents” here. Parents, there are some things that we can do 
with children in the home under our authority that discourages our children. The parent’s goal 
is to break the child’s stubborn self-will, but never to break their spirit. Let’s look deeper to 
see how parents provoke or exasperate their Children. 

A.  The Meaning of “Exasperate” 

The Greek word translated “exasperate” means to stir up or antagonize. It is translated 
“provoke” in the ESV and “embitter” in the NIV. The Phillips paraphrase renders it “feeling 
inferior and frustrated.” The Knox translation says, “You parents must not rouse your children 
to resentment” [Knox Translation]  

A companion passage is Ephesians 6:4: “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but 
bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.” The caution for parents is to avoid 
exasperating, embittering, antagonizing, frustrating, provoking, and rousing resentment in 
your children. These actions “provoke your children to anger” (Ephesians 6:4), or cause them 
to have a broken spirit (to “lose heart” Colossians 3:21).  

B.  The Means of Exasperating Your Children  

I am going to give you several ways that parents who care about their children can exasperate 
them. Keep in mind that there are no perfect parents. Every parent has been guilty of some of 
these sometimes, but it is when these become a pattern in your dealings with your children 
that they cause exasperation, frustration, anger, and losing heart.  

1.  Inconsistent Discipline  

How would you like to play a baseball game where the umpire keeps changing the rules? A 
pitch goes over the batter’s head, and the umpire calls “strike.” You protest and the ump says, 
“That was a ball yesterday, but today, it is a strike.” On the next pitch, you hit a hot grounder 
right over second base into the outfield and on your way to first base concentrating on whether 
you should make this a single or try for a double, you hear the ump yell “foul ball.” You protest, 
but he says, “That was a fair ball yesterday, but today it was foul.” I think you get the point. 
Inconsistent calls lead to exasperated players. In the same way, inconsistent discipline leads 
to exasperated children. Children need boundaries that are clear and the consequences of 
crossing those boundaries are carried out consistently (when you are tired, when you as a 
parent are having a bad day, and when you are angry with someone else). Day after day, month 
after month, and year after year there must be consistency in discipline. Though they do not 
usually recognize it nor will they ever communicate it, but children find security in consistent 
discipline. Remember, no parent is perfect; we are talking about pattern of life. 
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2.  Failing to Balance Discipline and Affection  

Discipline is essential in raising children. The Bible teaches us to discipline our children. The 
book of Proverbs is filled with wisdom about discipline and the types of discipline. However, 
discipline without affection breaks the spirit of a child, exasperates a child. Martin Luther said, 
“Spare the rod and spoil the child, that is true. But beside the rod, keep an apple to give him 
when he has done well.” [Martin Luther, source unknown]  

Parent, if you have perfectionist tendencies you have to be especially careful here. Lighten up! 
One mother told of hearing her young preschool daughter rehearsing noises she had learned. 
The little girl said, “sheep, ‘baaaah; cow, moooo; doggie, woof, woof; mommy, no, no, no.”  

Balance discipline with a hug, a pat on the back, compliments for times of obedience, and 
verbal expressions of affection. As they grow older, write them a note of encouragement. Never 
berate them or yell at them in front of others. Encourage them to do their best in things like 
music or athletics, but be balanced. I once witnessed a T-Ball mother whose five-year-old got 
confused and didn’t follow the coach’s instructions to go to third base stand and watched her 
scream at her son, “you’re no son of mine.” How incredibly sad!  

3.  Wrong Motives for Discipline 

Using our heavenly Father as our example, the main purpose for discipline is correction. The 
purpose is not to make them “pay” for what they have done. Hebrews 12:6a: “For those whom 
the Lord loves, He disciplines.” He is not disciplining us to make us pay for our sin – Jesus 
did that! It is for our correction.  

One common wrong motive for discipline that often lurks behind our actions is, “You made 
me look bad.” Sometimes we would say it this way, “You embarrassed me.” Never say that as 
a reason for discipline, and repent if is the reason, even if you didn’t say it. Children embarrass 
us. It goes with parenthood. One of my children in the ninth grade went to a youth function 
with a friend at another church. It was known by most all that this nineth grader’s father was 
the pastor at FBC Powell. At an especially emotional time around a big bonfire where the 
teenagers were sharing all that God had done in their life through the activity they had 
experienced, my ninth grade child gave a testimony about how God had spoken and said, “If 
my Dad was not a pastor, I would join this church in a minute.” Ouch! Did that deserve 
discipline? No. To discipline for that would have been a wrong motive (personal 
embarrassment). This same child (now in her thirties) laughed about several incidents like 
that and said, “Dad, it was all for your sanctification.” That was a true statement! Sometimes 
our children make us look bad, and it is not something to discipline but it is for our 
sanctification – our conformity to the likeness of Christ. Never discipline a child and tell them, 
“You made me look like a horrible parent.” The motive is not your reputation, but their 
correction.  

4.  Disciplining in Anger 

Before you discipline a child, cool off, put them in their room (the anticipation of what is 
coming is a legitimate part of their discipline), and pray for wisdom. When we discipline in 
anger, our discipline tends to be out of proportion. Grief, not out of control anger is the proper 
emotion. Remember that Ephesians 4:30 we are told that our sin grieves the Spirit of God. 

 

 

Conclusion 

When it comes to parenting, the ultimate goal is to lead our children to Christ and to disciple 
them so that they understand that Jesus is enough. Jesus is not only enough for our children; 
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Jesus is enough for parents who so desperately need His wisdom to raise children who love 
and honor the Lord. 
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Colossians 3:22-4:6 

 

When we look back over our lives, the thing that stands out is that most days are just plain 
ordinary. We get up, go through our morning routines, go to work, care for children, come 
home, wind down, go to bed, and then do the same thing the next day. There is typically some 
variety on the weekends, but most of our days are ordinary. It is in the ordinary days of life 
that we have the greatest opportunity to glorify God. 1 Corinthians 10:31: “Whether, then, you 
eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” The emphasis is that even in the 
ordinary things of life, like eating and drinking, we are to seek to, to focus on glorifying God. 
In some ways it is easier to glorify God and to trust Jesus as being enough in the crises of life 
more than the monotony of everyday life. Jesus is enough, He is sufficient in not just the times 
of crisis; He is sufficient in everyday life.  

In the fairy tale, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, the little guys go marching off to work 
each morning singing, “Hi ho, hi ho, it’s off to work we go...” If you’re familiar with the story, 
you know that they owned a diamond mine where there were golf ball sized diamonds already 
cut and sticking out from the walls. What a job! However, most of us don’t happily head for 
work every morning in a diamond mine. In fact, for most Americans, the song could well be, 
“I owe, I owe, it’s off to work I go.”  

I’ve read that some studies show that eighty percent of Americans hate to get out of bed and 
go to work on Monday mornings. I have also read that the majority of Americans would like 
to change their job. Some studies show that twenty-five percent of all Americans suffer 
symptoms of job stress. This message is not just about our jobs, but that is a large part of the 
message. It is sad that the activity where we spend about one third of our lives is so dreaded 
and even despised by many. So many Americans are simply drawing their breath, drawing 
their salary, and waiting for the weekend. Is Jesus enough for your work life? As we will see, 
the answer to that is a hearty “yes!” The principles we are going to look at in this message will 
help revolutionize your attitude toward work and also give you a biblical perspective of witness 
both in the workplace and in all the daily activities of life.  

 

I.  Jesus Is Enough in Our Work (Colossians 3:22-4:1) 

Let’s look first of all at the issue of slavery in the New Testament. Does the fact that slavery is 
not presented in the New Testament as something that Christians should oppose, and fight 
for an ending to mean, that the Bible condones slavery? The answer to that is “no.” The fact 
that the abolishment of slavery is not the focus of the New Testament is not to be taken as an 
endorsement of slavery. There are some things that we need to understand about slavery in 
the New Testament. In the Roman Empire, at least fifty percent (some say sixty percent) of 
the population were slaves.  

When we think about slavery, we think about the racial slavery that scarred our nation until 
the emancipation under Abraham Lincoln. That is not the type of slavery in the Roman 
Empire. The slaves were people from lands conquered by the Roman armies. Many times the 
slaves were the most educated and skilled people in Roman culture. Many of the doctors, 
teachers, and what we would call professionals, were Roman slaves. There were slaves who 
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were white, brown, and black – slaves from all of the conquered lands. I am not saying that 
slavery is a good thing. It never is; but I wanted you to know the differences.  

John MacArthur has a word about how we should view slavery in the Bible: 

It should be noted that although the Word of God never advocates slavery, it 
does recognize it as an element of society … Far from seeking to abolish 
slavery, the Lord and the apostles use it as a motif for spiritual instruction, by 
likening the believer, one who belongs to Christ and serves Him, to a slave. 
So New Testament literature accepts slavery as a social reality and seeks to 
instruct those in that system to behave in a godly manner.   
[John MacArthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, Colossians and Philemon, 
page 174]  

The goal of the first century Christians was to spread the Gospel. Getting diverted to an anti-
slavery movement would have stopped or at least hindered the spread of the Gospel. Here is 
what happened (and the Lord knew that this would happen). The Gospel sowed the seeds that 
ultimately ended slavery. The Gospel destroys slavery from within. Think about it; those who 
led in the abolishment of slavery were Christians. I believe that it is appropriate to apply these 
principles concerning slaves and masters to employer and employee relationships.  

Let’s focus for a moment on a biblical worldview toward work. Work is not a part of the curse 
that came when Adam and Eve fell into sin. Before sin came into the world, we read in Genesis 
2:15 (ESV): “The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and 
keep it.” Work is a part of God’s plan for man from creation. I believe that we will have work, 
fulfilling, refreshing, and enjoyable work in heaven.  

When God gives the Ten Commandments, He says in Exodus 20:9: “Six days you shall labor 
and do all your work.”  

We read in Proverbs 14:23a: “In all labor there is profit.” 

2 Thessalonians 3:10-12: “For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if 
anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat, either. For we hear that some among you 
are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies. Now such 
persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat 
their own bread.”  

Any work that does not promote what God forbids is seen as acceptable and even desired in 
Scripture.  

Here is the question I want us to deal with in this message: How is work different for the one 
who believes that Jesus is enough for my work life and is approaching their work as a way to 
glorify God? 

A.  The Worker’s Motive (3:22) 

As a Christian, our ultimate motive in all that we do is to glorify God – to make Him look good 
by magnifying Him in all that we do. Our work, our vocation becomes a platform from which 
we glorify God. Here is the problem. Most Christians have what some have called a “divided 
life” or a “split level” mentality. This divided life mentality divides life up into the scared and 
the secular. The problem with that is that the Bible doesn’t make such a division. We tend to 
think of “church work” as sacred, but our vocation is “secular,” and somehow we assume that 
the Lord isn’t all that interested or pleased with our secular work. That division is just not in 
Scripture. God is as concerned about your work as He is your ministry. Both are important.  
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Often there is a disconnect between our work and our church in other ways. Some believers 
would never even think of cursing or telling an off-color joke at church, but they do so regularly 
at work. In fact, at work they are a little embarrassed when Jesus’ name is mentioned. They 
wouldn’t dare take money out of the offering plate as it is being passed, but they will steal from 
their employer by padding their expense account. I remember quite a few years ago an 
interesting event that illustrates that “split level” approach to life. We had visitation on 
Monday nights and, so that people could turn their cards with the results of the visit on it, we 
just left the doors open until I came back and locked them. On Friday of that same week, a 
man came into the office carrying our sound system from the worship center. He laid it on a 
desk and said something like, “Last Monday night, my cousin stole this from the church. I told 
him that we don’t steal from churches.” We hadn’t even missed it! The insinuation was that it 
was okay to steal from secular places, but not the church.  

When Christ lives in you, all of life is sacred! You are serving the Lord at home, at church, and 
at work as you carry out your vocation. Don’t ever say, “It’s just a job.” No, it is your platform 
from which you are to glorify God. How do we glorify God at work? We glorify God when we 
submit to those over us, work hard, and fulfill our duties to the best of our ability. 

The phrase, “not with external service” (“eye service” in the NKJV) means not just when the 
supervisor is watching. That would make you “as those who merely please men.” I read about 
one place of work where someone but this suggestion in the suggestion box – “Please ask 
supervisors to wear shoes with hard heels on them instead of rubber so that we can hear them 
coming.” That’s an extreme case of “external service to merely please man.” One of the serious 
problems in our nation is that there is a workforce that is rife with men-pleasers who work 
only when they are being watched. For a believer, that is sin! The Lord, the One we belong to 
is always watching. We are to do our job to the best of our abilities, not because we don’t want 
to be fired, but so that God will be pleased and glorified through our work. You are serving the 
Lord by doing a good job at work. I read about an epitaph on a gravestone that said, “To 
Thomas Cobb who mended shoes in this village for 40 years to the glory of God.” What an 
amazing epitaph!    

When Christ is our life (Colossians 3:4), we do our work as unto God for His glory and the 
work itself is spiritual service. Through our work, we meet our needs and the needs of our 
family; through our work, we serve people; through our work we earn money to give as God 
directs; through our work, we glorify God!  

B.  The Worker’s Manner (3:23) 

We are to work heartily. That word heartily means putting the whole inner person into the 
work. The J. B. Phillips Paraphrase says, “…put your whole heart and soul into it.” It is a sin 
for a Christian to do halfhearted, half effort work. It is a sin to goof off at your place of 
employment. Someone facetiously said, “In America, the number of unemployed is 
considerably less than those not working”.  

What is the motive behind doing your work heartily? It is because you are doing it for the Lord 
and not for man. Even if the owner, the boss doesn’t notice you, you are doing it for the one 
who sees everything that happens. In reality, you work for the Lord, not the company or 
government entity that gives you a paycheck. Because you work for the Lord, you do it heartily. 
When you work with that attitude, you will stand out like a diamond on a piece of black velvet. 
Go to work tomorrow with a new boss – the Lord Jesus Christ! Ecclesiastes 9:10: “Whatever 
your hand finds to do, do it with all your might…” 
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C.  The Employee’s Master (3:24-25) 

You may be overlooked and treated unfairly, but if you recognize that you work for the Lord, 
He always rewards in the proper time. I Corinthians 15:58: “Therefore, my beloved brethren, 
be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is 
not in vain in the Lord.” There is an ultimate reward for those who work “heartily, as for the 
Lord and not for men.” If you are in a miserable job, keep reminding yourself of who the real 
boss is.  

D.  The Employer’s Model (4:1) 

If you are an owner or manager, you are charged with treating those under you the way that 
the Lord treats His children – with justice and fairness, or “equal” (KJV). Never let a good 
employee go unrewarded. Treat those under your authority as you would desire the Lord to 
treat you.  

    

II.  Jesus Is Enough in Our Witness (4:2-6) 

We have already established that work has value in itself and that we glorify God by simply 
being diligent in our work because we are doing it for the Lord. Let us now look at another 
function of your work, your vocation. Your vocation is to become a platform for your witness. 
A great example in the Old Testament is Daniel. God put Daniel exactly where he was (in 
Babylon) to be His witness in a pagan government. God put Joseph exactly where He wanted 
Him – in Egypt. Joseph was in Egypt to carry out God’s plan for His chosen people there. Have 
you ever thought about the fact that God has put you exactly where He wants you – in the 
neighborhood, in the workplace, and even in the church? You have been saved out of the world 
system and sent back into the world to witness to those in the world, and that is our main 
business in the world until He takes us out of this world to heaven.  

Colossians 4:2-6 is in the context of a prayer (Colossians 4:2a: “Devote yourselves to prayer”). 
Paul is praying for our witness through our work. The phrase “Devote yourselves” speaks of 
being courageously persistent, to hold fast and not let go. Do you pray like this for being a 
witness where you work?  

Let’s examine the specifics of this prayer that we are to devote ourselves to. 

A.  We Pray for Ways to Witness (4:2-4) 

We are to stay in an attitude of prayer in our work “keeping alert in [prayer] with an attitude 
of thanksgiving.” Have you thanked the Lord for where He has placed you to work? Are you 
keeping alert to doors of witness that He opens? In verse 3 Paul stops and asks the people of 
the church at Colossae to pray for him. What does he want them to pray about? Is it that he 
would be released from imprisonment? That’s where he was writing from! No, he didn’t pray 
for release; he prayed for God to open up a door (an opportunity) for the word, so that Paul 
could speak forth the mystery of Christ. The “mystery of Christ” in this context refers to the 
content of the Gospel. He asks the Colossians to pray for him that God would open up doors 
from which the Gospel could be proclaimed. Have you prayed and asked others to pray for you 
to have opportunities to share at your workplace? In verse 4 he gives more detail of how he 
wants the Colossians to pray for him – “that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak.” 
Do you see that Paul was fanatical about clearly sharing the Gospel?  

I realize that we must use discretion and be wise about when and how we share. However, 
there are ways if you seek the Lord diligently and make yourself completely available to Him. 
I read about a physician in the Atlanta area that put the following on the bottom of the patient 
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information form: ___ I know that I have eternal life; ____ I’m not sure that I have eternal 
life; ____ I would like to talk to the Doctor about this.  

I read about an Optometrist who turned his eye chart into a Gospel tract. I don’t think that the 
Lord would have you to disregard policies of the company you work for, but there are ways to 
share a Gospel witness if you are open to do so. You may say, “I just don’t see any way I can 
do this where I work.” OK, have you recruited prayer warriors to do as Colossians 4:3-4 says, 
“praying at the same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so 
that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned; that I 
may make it clear in the way I ought to speak.” 

B.  We Pray for Wisdom in Our Witness (v 5) 

The word “outsiders,” in the context of this verse, is referring to those who are lost, those who 
are outside God’s salvation. The phrase “making the most of the opportunity” is speaking of 
seeing a bargain in the marketplace and buying it up quickly. He is talking about living in such 
a way that we buy up every opportunity, take advantage of every open door to proclaim the 
Gospel. Here is what this passage is saying. The workplace becomes a laboratory to live out 
biblical principles and commands. It is a place where we love our enemies and pray for those 
who spitefully use us. It is a place where we do unto others as we would have them do unto us. 
It is a place where we forgive those who wrong us and pray for those who spitefully use us. I 
think you get the picture.  

C.  We Pray for Words to Witness (v 6) 

We often take this verse out of its context. It is speaking of the kind of language that opens 
doors for us to speak the Gospel. The phrase “with grace” speaks of sensitivity, kindness, and 
uplifting speech. The phrase “seasoned with salt” refers to balance. Salt sometimes stings, but 
it preserves and even has some healing properties. We are to never be harsh or mean, but plain 
and firm and never backing away from the truth.  

 

Conclusion 

Whether your workplace is the home, a fast food restaurant, a factory, an office, a warehouse, 
or a school, Christ is enough! Recognize that you work for Him and thus work hard because 
you are doing it for Him. Do your work with all of your heart? The workplace then becomes 
your platform from which you witness to the Gospel of Christ. In doing all of these things, the 
end result is that God is glorified.  

 


