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WHAT TO DO WHEN PEOPLE TALK ABOUT YOU 

PSALM 7 
 
1A. WE SHOULD NOT BE SURPRISED WHEN OTHERS SLANDER US. (7:1-2) 

1B. David understood the danger of slander. (7:1) 
Slander is a determined foe. 
Slander has a demonic source. (John 8:44) 

 
2B. David understood the destructiveness of slander. (7:2) 

1 Peter 5:8 (NASB95) — Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 

 
2A. WE SHOULD IMMEDIATELY EXAMINE OURSELVES. (7:3-5) 

1B. We must submit to the Lord’s examination.  (7:3-4) 
Of our attitudes 

Psalm 139:23 (NASB95) — Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me and know my 
anxious thoughts; 

Of our actions 
Ø Seen in David’s life. (1 Samuel 24:7, 11; 26:9)  

Ø In our self-examination, we need to test whether we have truly returned good for evil. 
(Romans 12:21) 

 
2B. We must surrender to the Lord’s decision.  (7:5) 

We must die to sin and self. (Colossians 3:3,5) 
 
3A. WE MUST TRUST GOD TO JUDGE JUSTLY. (7:6-16) 

1B. David pleads for God’s intervention. (7:6-7) 
Ø The calling down of God’s judgment on one’s enemies is known as imprecation. 

“The Imprecatory Psalms are individual psalms in the Book of Psalms in which the authors 
call for misfortune and disaster to strike their enemies. Nelson New Illustrated Bible 
Dictionary 

“These curses do not convey petty personal anger; they reflect curses against those who had 
mistreated God’s people. They also express a firm belief in the righteousness of God and a 
hatred for sin.” Kevin Warstler, CSB Study Bible. 

“It is important to recall the theological principles that underlie such psalms. These include: 
(1) the principle that vengeance belongs to God (Deut. 32:35; Ps. 94:1) that excludes 
personal retaliation and necessitates appeal to God to punish the wicked (cp. Rom. 12:19); 
(2) the principle that God’s righteousness demands judgment on the wicked (Pss. 5:6; 11:5–
6); (3) the principle that God’s covenant love for the people of God necessitates intervention 
on their part (Pss. 5:7; 59:10, 16–17); and (4) the principle of prayer that believers trust God 
with all their thoughts and desires.” Chad Brand, Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary 
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2B. David pleads for God’s justice. (7:8) 
God’s judgment is universal. (Psalm 96:13) 
God’s judgment is impartial. (1 Peter 2:12) 

 
3B. David depends on God’s protection. (7:9-11) 

David trusts God to put an end to evil. (7:9; Isaiah 3:10-11; Jeremiah 17:10) 
David trusts God to protect and save him. (7:10-11; Psalm 18:2; Hebrews 11:6; Genesis 
18:25) 

 
3B. David warns the sinner about God’s judgment. (7:12-16) 

He warns about what will happen if the sinner refuses to repent. (7:12-13;) 
Acts 17:30 

Mark 1:15 

Acts 20:21 

James 4:4  

Romans 5:10 

Acts 3:19  

He warns the sinner of the insidious nature of his sin. (7:14-16) 
James 1:15 

Numbers 32:23 

Galatians 6:7 

 
4A. WE SHOULD PRAISE THE LORD IN ALL THINGS. (7:17) 

1B. Because He is the promise-keeping God. (Titus 1:1-2) 
He keeps His promises - According to His righteousness (Deuteronomy 32:4) 

 
2B. Because He is the sovereign, holy God.  

Most High, Elyon, the exalted one (Psalm 47:2) 
 
LET’S CLOSE WITH FIVE LESSONS: 
1. Don’t be surprised when you are slandered or attacked. 
2. We must be quick to examine our attitudes and actions and allow God to judge us. 
3. We must turn to God in prayer, trusting in Him to do what is right. 
4. We must resist taking matters in our own hands, and trust God to judge sin in His way and in His 

time. 
5. We must praise the Lord in the midst of our circumstances because He is worthy. 


