
Praying for His People  
Do Not Let Your Hearts Be Troubled – Part 20 

John 17:20-26 
 

 

I. Jesus prays for unity (vs 20-21).  

 

1. The unity is between all those based on one criteria – those who believe in Him. 

 

Rom 10:9 - 9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  

 

2. Jesus prays that our unity be included in his unity with the Father.  

 

a. We are spiritually unified with the Father and Son by our belief in Jesus.  

 

b. The Holy Spirit facilitates our unifying experience with the Father and Son.  

 

3. Therefore, our unity is not based on some formal organization outside of the Trinity.  

 

a. We should work to maintain our unity.  

 

Eph 4:3 (NIV) - Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 

 

b. We need to be careful not to tear down believers Jesus is praying for.  

 

Jesus’ prayer for the church is that of unity, that we might be one. And I think of how tragic it is 

and what a poor witness to the world that the church is so divided and so fractured. Now, that is 

not an indictment against denominations. I see the purpose of denominations; I have no problem 

with that. The only problem I have is when people get denominational, when they cannot see the 

whole church and the whole body of Christ, but they see their own little segment only and 

exclude the rest. That’s contrary to the prayer of Christ. – Chuck Smith, Calvary Chapel 

 

Luke 9:49-50 - 49 John answered, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, 

and we tried to stop him, because he does not follow with us.” 50 But Jesus said to him, “Do not 

stop him, for the one who is not against you is for you.” 

 

c. Our unity is a witness to the world.  

 

When Christians stand together to share their faith in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, we give glory to God and the Gospel. Our unity is a witness to the world. Based on vs 21, 

the world has a better chance to believe when all Christian churches emphasize and preach the 

gospel message, than it does to accentuate our doctrinal differences. 

 

 



 

II. Jesus prays we will see his glory (vs 22-24).  

 

1. We will see his glory while we’re in the world.  

 

a. The glory shown to us is what brings the unity. It melts away narrowmindedness and 

pride.  

 

b. Illustrated in the Transfiguration.  

 

Matt 17:5-6 -  5 He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a 

voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to 

him.” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified.  

 

2. We will see his glory in Heaven.  

 

John 13:1 - Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to 

depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 

them to the end. 

 

John 14:2-3 - 2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you 

that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 

and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.  

 

Rev 21:18-20 - 18 The wall was built of jasper, while the city was pure gold, like clear 

glass. 19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first 

was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, the sixth 

carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the 

eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. 

 

1 Cor 13:12 - 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; 

then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. 

 

 

III. Jesus makes us a promise (vs 25-26).  

 

1. The final comparison between the world and believers.  

 

Eph 2:5 - 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by 

grace you have been saved.  

 

2. He promises that he will continue to make himself known to us – and we will continue to 

grow in faith and love.  


