FBPNews
Hebrews 12:28-29 Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that
cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship,
with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.
2020 is now history. What will 2021 bring? None of us can confidently answer this question, at least not with any degree of specificity. On the other hand,
it is no surprise that political and social unrest continues to plague our nation.
While I don’t intend to redirect you away from the complexity of the current
political and social altercations (some of which have resulted in the tragic loss of
human lives!) and toward aloof detachment, I do feel that my pastoral calling
includes incessantly reminding you of the realities that are not jeopardized by
contemporary challenges.
In Hebrews, the Spirit of God highlights one of these realities that I find
comforting during our era. In chapter 12, the author makes a distinction between
the “things that are shaken” and the “things that cannot be shaken” (v. 28). The
former category consists of things that are temporary. The latter category is occupied by things that will remain forever. To be more specific, the things that cannot be shaken include those blessings we have received as followers of Jesus
Christ. For example, through Christ we have become citizens of “the city of the
living God” or “the heavenly Jerusalem” (v. 22). This is quite similar to what we
have seen in Philippians where Paul reminds us in 3:20 that “our citizenship is in
heaven.” Although we participate, and desire to do so faithfully, in temporary
kingdoms and citizenships, our fundamental allegiance and loyalty is not to any
earthly nation.
But the Hebrews author says so much more! In vv. 26-27, God promises
to “shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” In other words, as the author
goes on to explain, God is committed to “the removal of things that are shaken…
in order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain.” What does this
mean? It means that God mercifully and sovereignly, sometimes slowly and other
times abruptly, removes temporary realties and allegiances in order to more
clearly reveal eternal realities. He doesn’t promise that this process will be a comfortable one for those involved! However, if our hope is in the “things that cannot
be shaken”—the things that are eternally secured for us by Christ in his kingdom—we are able to respond with gratefulness to God by offering him acceptable worship (cf. v. 28).
Church family, I don’t know what tomorrow holds or what frightening
event lurks around the corner of our newsfeed. However, I do know that, while I
desire to be an informed and faithful citizen of this country, I have placed my
hope in a kingdom that cannot be shaken. Place your hope in the eternal kingdom
of God in Christ. Share your hope in this eternal kingdom with others in our culture who desperately need to hear of the eternal kingdom of Christ. Don’t allow
anything to distract you from joyful worship as a citizen of this kingdom. See you
all soon.
Hoping in the Unshakable Kingdom, Pastor Perry
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•

If you need
assistance, please
call 947-9074 during
regular office hours.
(8:30-4:30)

•

If you need
assistance after
office hours, please
contact an Elder...

•

Rick Bertou
865-382-0283

•

Perry Garrett
254-679-1490

•

Brett Gibson
864-838-6134

•

Tim McGhee
865-566-7877

•

Darin Mercer
865-242-7925

FBP Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
8:30 am—4:30 pm

The JOY Leadership Team has decided to
cancel the January JOY Group meeting.
We will be in touch
regarding the February meeting.

I would like to say “thank you so much” to all
those individuals, families and classes who
helped to share God’s love with several of our
special Powell families this year. May God richly
bless you!
Glinda Arnold and team

GIVEN TO DATE:

$49,630

sympathy
The First Baptist Powell family extends its
heartfelt sympathy and prayers for:
Cleo Scarbro and family in the death of Willard
(Snooks) Scarbro

Given To Date: $ 127,482

prayer
Please let us know how we can be praying for you by
using the link below. If you would like your request to
be shared with a team of more than 100 prayer warriors, please select “Prayer Ministry.” If you would like
your request to remain confidential and be shared
only with our FBP Elders, please select “Confidential.”
We consider it a great privilege to be able to intercede
on your behalf, and we take these requests seriously.
Click here

Adopted People Group: Xiangcheng hidden in the
high Himalayan mountains, this predominantly Buddhist people group has almost no access to the gospel. Pray that God will raise up national believers to
carry the gospel to these isolated lost people.
Norwood Baptist Church is led by Mike Petty. As we
enter our fourth year of partnership with NBC, pray
that the Lord will continue to send new people and
that the church will soon be able to constitute as an
autonomous church.
Guatemala: We have partnered with Garry Eudy of
E3 Volunteers and Pastor Eric in Santa Elena to plant
a church in an unchurched area. Pray for Pastor Eric
and his family as they share the gospel and make disciples in Santa Elena.
Taiwan: Pray for Francis, Terri, Hudson, and Levi as
they serve as IMB missionaries in Taiwan. They are
tasked with serving Taiwanese pastors and churches.
Southern Cross Macau: Hope United Ministries includes includes Bible distribution, medical services,
Bible and outreach to casino and factory workers.
Pray for Keith, Cindy and Marliyn as they lead these
ministries. Pray for continued open doors.
Thailand Medical Teams provide health care and
evangelism in remote Thai villages. Led by Dr. Derbyshire, these teams along with many others work
closely with local Thai churches in sharing the gospel
and discipleship. Pray for open doors and hearts for
the gospel and for the local Thai churches to be able
to follow up effectively.

Separation and Divorce
can be the most painful
and stressful experiences
that one can face. It’s a
confusing time when you
feel isolated and have
lots of questions about
issues you’ve never faced
before. DivorceCare is a 13-week biblical, Christcentered divorce support group ministry that
meets weekly to help you face these challenges
and move toward rebuilding your life. For more
details and to register, please visit fbcpowell.org/
adults/counseling.
Are your children angry,
hurt, and confused about
your separation and divorce? DivorceCare for
Kids (DC4K) is a support
group for kids ages 5-12
that is a safe, fun place
where your children can learn skills that will help
them heal. DC4K groups blend games, music, stories, videos and discussion to help kids process
the divorce and move forward. The program is
designed to minimize the short- and long-term
effects of divorce on your children’s schoolwork,
emotional health and spiritual life. DC4K begins
Wednesday, January 13 through April 14, 6:30 –
8:00 p.m. in the Ministry House. For more details
and to register, please visit fbcpowell.org/adults/
counseling.
Parenting is hard. Single
parenting is even harder.
You’re trying to do the job
of two people and you have
a deep desire to do what’s
best for your kids, but you
worry that you can’t. So
what can you do? Single &
Parenting is a 13-week program that addresses
these concerns and helps you discover how to deal
with your deep-down worries and your day-to-day
struggles. For more details and to register, please
visit fbcpowell.org/adults/counseling.

History Making Mission Opportunity!
Late in the summer of 2020, wildfires swept across much of the western USA. While in many ways, these fires
seemed distant and unconnected to First Baptist Powell; however, one fire, the Santiam fire, struck close to
home. That fire that raged through the Santiam Canyon burned much of the small town of Mill City, Oregon.
Mill City is not just another point on the map of the state of Oregon. It is the home of a long-time friend and
ministry partner, Pastor Rich Cole.
FBP first became acquainted with Pastor Rich and his family in the early 2000s, when we had the privilege of
serving together in Idaho where Rich pastored a bi-vocational church. The Lord would relocate Rich and his
family to Mill City, following his work in the lumber industry and Rich would serve as the pastor of Mill City
Baptist Church. Over the next several years, FBP would send mission teams to serve alongside Pastor Rich.
We were also honored to have FBP members, Derek and Rebekah Ownby, serve as student ministry leaders
at Mill City.

During the 2020 fires, Mill City Baptist Church lost its building, and Pastor Rich lost his home. We now have
the great privilege of joining MCBC in rebuilding and reestablishing their gospel witness in that area. Pastor
Rich, along with folks from FBP, are putting together a plan to rebuild the Mill City Baptist Church building in
nine weeks! This will take an incredible number of volunteers 90-100; hundreds of thousands of dollars in resources (lumber mills in the area have committed to donate much of the needed supplies); and massive logistics to insure the arrival, housing, and feeding of multiple teams. We believe with God’s help and your participation, we can accomplish this God-sized challenge.
So how can you get involved? First, we need all kinds of skill levels, from the experienced journeyman craftsman to the basic helper. We need teams to build, but also teams to do evangelism and VBS, so there is a
place for almost any FBP member. Right now, we are limiting applications to adults (18 and over); however,
we may add a student team to help with VBS toward the end of the project. So here are the particulars:
•

Cost: $250.00, includes airline ticket, lodging, ground transportation, meals.

•

Teams will fly from Knoxville to Portland and will stay in campers during the week.

•

Meals will be provided onsite.

•

Dates:

•

Team 1 : May 15-22

Framing floor, post and beam subfloor

•

Team 2 : May 22-29

Framing interior walls and 2nd floor walls

•

Team 3 : May 29-June 5

Roofing trusses, insulation, electrical wiring, plumbing

•

Team 4 : June 5-12

Roofing, sheet rocking

•

Team 5 : June 12-19

Exterior siding, mudding, taping, texture

•

Team 6 : June 19-26

Painting interior and exterior

•

Team 7 : June 26-July 3

Painting, flooring, carpet install

•

Team 8 : July 3-10

Finish details, Prayer Walking, VBS Canvassing

•

Team 9 : July 10-17

VBS, 50-100 kids, BBQ for community in New Building

•

Apply today by clicking here.

If you are unable to go but still want to be involved, consider becoming a team prayer partner by clicking here
to complete a short form. Finally, you can “Give to help others Go” by giving to the Missions by Faith fund
online through Realm or by designating your cash or check to “Missions by Faith.” If you have any questions,
please contact Pastor Tim McGhee (tmcghee@fbcpowell.org).

